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REMBERT WALLACE PATRICK
b y H E R B E R T J. D O H E R T Y , J R .
1940 a young South Carolinian with a brandnew doctor’s degree in history from the University of North
Carolina appeared among the new faculty members at the University of Florida in Gainesville. Rembert Wallace Patrick had
begun his long and warm association with Florida, its people, and
its history. In the small, north Florida college town the youthful
historian energetically devoted himself to his work and soon won
the devoted following of students and the affection and respect of
his colleagues. Though he was a practical, down-to-earth man,
he quickly revealed a dry, often irreverent sense of humor. Despite his newness to the University of Florida, young Professor
Patrick was not an inexperienced teacher. He came to Gainesville
from Meredith College in North Carolina where he had taught
history while completing his Ph.D. degree. Earlier he had been
employed for several years in the public schools of South Carolina.
Born in Columbia, South Carolina, on June 9, 1909, Rembert
Patrick was raised in that state and educated in its public
schools. Following the remarriage of his widowed mother, however, he moved with his mother to Poughkeepsie, New York,
while in high school and graduated there in 1926 from the
Oakwood School. Returning south to North Carolina, he enrolled
at Guilford College and received his bachelor’s degree in 1930.
After a brief stint as a stock clerk in New York City where,
by his own account, he worked in the “china (not expensive)
department of the S. S. Kresge Company, he accepted appointment to the staff of the high school in North, South Carolina.
There he taught mathematics and doubled as football coach. 1
The young scholar spent the 1933-1934 academic year in
Chapel Hill, winning his master’s degree in history from the University of North Carolina. He also won the favor of a Connecticut Yankee, Eleanor Grace Bangs, whom he had met while
N THE FALL OF

1 . “Rembert W. Patrick,” an autobiographical outline in the files of
Department of History, University of Florida. The author is indebted
to Mrs. Rembert W. Patrick and Rembert W. Patrick, Jr., for aid and
advice in the preparation of this article.

[ 305 ]
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both worked at a summer resort during their undergraduate days,
and in December 1933, they were married. Returning in the
same year to North High School, he served for two years
as its principal. Following the bent of his intellectual interests,
however, he resumed his graduate study in Chapel Hill in 1936
and in 1940 earned his Ph.D. degree in American history under the direction of Fletcher M. Green. In the fall of that
year, “Pat” and “Egie” with their first-born son, Rembert, Jr.,
arrived in Gainesville, Florida, counting themselves fortunate that
he had received an appointment as assistant professor of social
sciences at the University of Florida. Though young Professor
Patrick’s appointment for the first ten years of his association
with the university was in the department of social sciences,
he taught history courses as well as the general education social
sciences course, a fairly common procedure at the University of
Florida. In 1941, the family was enlarged with the arrival of a
daughter, Sharon, and in 1943 the younger son, John, was born.
Rembert Patrick showed early promise as a publishing scholar. In 1941 his doctoral dissertation, “Jefferson Davis and His
Cabinet,” won an award from the United Daughters of the Confederacy, and upon its publication in 1944 it received the
Bohnenberger Award as that year’s best book by a southernborn author. In 1962 it was added to the permanent library of
the White House. In Florida, he realized that there was no readily-available state history of reliable quality, and arrangements
soon developed for a brief volume, Florida Under Five Flags, to be
published as the first venture of a new University of Florida
Press. 2 As this work progressed, James Miller Leake, head professor of history and political science, entrusted to Professor Patrick
a course in Florida history which Leake had initiated. In the
course of his work, the South Carolinian quickly discovered that
the resources for research in Florida history were scarce and difficult of access. As a matter of fact, the best collection of materials
was a private one assembled by P. K. Yonge, longtime member
and chairman of the university system’s Board of Control,
and his son Julien in Pensacola. As Rembert Patrick pursued this
research, he and Julien Yonge became fast friends, and their relationship was an important factor in Mr. Yonge’s decision in
2. Rembert W. Patrick, Florida Under Five Flags (Gainesville, 1945).
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1944 to give his valuable collection to the University of Florida
and to come with it to Gainesville. In later years Professor Patrick helped add several important collections to the Florida
library, including the David Levy Yulee papers and the John B.
Stetson collection of reproductions of manuscripts from Spanish
archives.
Meanwhile, as he pursued his teaching, research, and writing,
Patrick became active in many professional organizations. He was
a familiar figure at meetings of the Southern Historical Association and the Florida Historical Society. In 1942 he began a
two-year term as secretary-treasurer of the Southern Political
Science Association and editor of its publication, The Journal of
Politics. In 1946 he became a director of the Florida Historical
Society, and he was to hold several offices and remain a tireless
and influential figure in its activities until shortly before his death.
The full extent of his contributions to this society may never be
known by its membership, but they were of signal importance at
crucial times. Perhaps most important of all his exertions was
his unofficial supervision of the society’s finances in the late 1940s
and early 1950s when, almost monthly, insolvency threatened
the organization. Probably more than to any other single person, the society owes its present financial stability to the work
of Rembert Patrick. In 1955, upon the retirement of Julien
Yonge, he became editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly,
a post he held for seven years.
As he became a more notable and influential figure in Florida historical circles, Patrick also won notice beyond the boundaries of the state. In 1950 he published a compilation of the
Opinions of the Confederate Attorneys General, followed in 1954
by Florida Fiasco, a history of the Georgia-Florida border area
in the War of 1812. He was named to important committees
of the American Historical Association and the Southern Historical Association, and was a member of the board of editors of
The Journal of Southern History from 1950 to 1954. He served
on the board of directors of the latter organization and became its president in 1942. At home, he was appointed to the
Florida State Library Board in 1950 and became its chairman
in 1953; in 1953-1954 he was vice-president of the Florida
Library Association. In 1956 he was elected as regional vice-
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president and to the Council of the American Association for
State and Local History; and from 1960 to 1967 he served as
vice-president; and in 1967 he was named General Editor and
member of the Executive Committee.
As Professor Patrick’s professional activities expanded and he
became a well-known figure in the field of history, his career at
the University of Florida showed comparable progress. He was
promoted to associate professor in 1943 and to full professor two
years later. In 1950 he was appointed as the first history chairman after that department was separated from political science,
and he held that post for five years. In 1959, he was appointed
graduate research professor of history. Due in large measure to
his influence, this chair was designated as the Julien C. Yonge
Research Professorship, to memorialize the signal contributions
made by Julien Yonge to the University holdings of Florida history
source materials.
In his service to the University of Florida Patrick was
generous. He held the chairmanship of the library committee
for six years, was chairman of the board of directors of the
University of Florida Press for three years, served for ten years
on the graduate council, was for twenty-two years faculty associate of the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, and
sat as a member on numbers of other committees. As a director of graduate students he was very popular, and under his
guidance five students won master of arts degree and nine more
the Ph.D. Numbers of others had his advice as a member of
their supervisory committees. Never a harsh taskmaster, Dr. Patrick gently but firmly prodded his charges on to the completion of their work. Rarely one to dominate a student’s program or to dictate his research, he preferred the student who
sought out his guidance and came with his enthusiasm already
fired for a specific research project. The Patrick style and philosophy never were superimposed upon a thesis or dissertation.
One undiscerning graduate student even evaded being censured
for referring to “Rembrandt” Patrick in his preface. That a student could have gotten away with such an error in referring in
his narrative to a historical personage was unlikely. Rembert Patrick also felt an obligation to serve his community. He felt
keenly the injustices which he saw about him and associated him-
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self with movements to end them. As a sincere, devoted Quaker,
he gave of his time and effort to the Society of Friends and
served as clerk of the Gainesville meeting during the 1950s.
During his long career at the University of Florida, Professor
Patrick held several notable visiting appointments at other universities. He was invited to give the Young lectures at Memphis
State University in 1958 and the Fleming lectures at Louisiana
State University in 1959. He lectured at both Guilford College
and Winthrop College in 1960. In the summer of 1956 he was
visiting professor at Columbia University, after having spent 19541955 at Yale University as a Faculty Fellow of the Ford Foundation. During these years he was also a frequent participant in
the meetings of many state and local historical societies and was a
contributor to a variety of scholarly conclaves.
To his friends and colleagues he was always known as “Pat.”
Modesty, graciousness, and kindly, generous consideration were
qualities which were most readily observable to those who
knew him. Not so immediately apparent was his outrageous
sense of humor, which though evident in his lectures, was seen
to its best advantage in the long folksy letters which went to
those most closely associated with him. One such letter came
in response to some spurious Confederate money sent to Pat
in “payment” for a book review in the Florida Historical Quarterly. Couching his reply in the form of a letter to himself
from a grocer taking him to task for Mrs. Patrick having spent
the money for bubble gum, Patrick prefaced the letter with a
salutation which was one and one-half typed, single-spaced pages
in length and contained in capsule form his life history. 3 On
another occasion he prepared for Quarterly editors a tongue-incheek biographical sketch of himself which began, “Young, handsome, brilliant Rembert W. Patrick . . . is Graduate Research
Professor of History at the University of Florida,” and impishly
went on, “It is impossible for those who know Dr. Patrick
only by his writing to conceive of anything being superior to
his written words, but thousands of students testify that he is
even greater as a teacher than as an author. In 1962 he was
forced to relinquish his Florida History course (students overtaxed
the physical space of lecture halls at the University).” 4
3 . “I. B. Potted” to Rembert W. Patrick, in possession of Samuel
Proctor, Gainesville, Florida.
4. Mss. in possession of Samuel Proctor.
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Underneath the gentle, self-effacing exterior which most people
saw, Rembert Patrick was a man of generous, liberal principles
and definite political convictions. Though he took care to remain
academically detached, always tried to remain open-minded and
friendly toward all, and sought not to let his political beliefs
damage his effectiveness in the organizations he served, his dedication to the right as he saw it ultimately had to prevail. Long before it was popular to do so, he gave his support to the NAACP
and the principle of equal justice for all. This brought condemnation, which Patrick treated lightly, from White Citizens’ Councils and racial supremacy groups. When he approached this author
in 1959 to propose succeeding him to the editorship of the
Florida Historical Quarterly, one of the reasons given was that
he might become “a controversial figure” who could harm the
Florida Historical Society, which sponsored the publication, by
his association with it. 5 In the previous year he had published
Race Relations in the South, a pamphlet which developed from a
faculty lecture at the University of Florida and from a talk made
before the Negro Florida State Teachers’ Association at Miami on
April 25, 1958. Patrick viewed this as one of his most important
writings, but it resulted in his being subjected to violent abuse
from racial supremacists who plagued him with anonymous phone
calls, hate literature, and threats that crosses would be burned
on his lawn.
As the years passed and the civil rights movement grew in
momentum, Patrick’s public endorsement of it became more prominent. When the symbolic march from Selma to Montgomery,
Alabama, was proposed in March of 1965, he felt that he must
be there, and he accepted an invitation to join some forty prominent American historians-the foremost men in their field-who
were organizing to join the procession. With one Florida colleague, he joined the marchers in the suburbs on March 25
and walked into Montgomery to stand before the old Confederate capitol which had figured so prominently in much of his own
researches and writings. For him the march was quiet and
uneventful, but as he walked he reflected with his fellow historians upon the dangers of losing one’s perspective and detachment by being an activist in any cause. Nonetheless his Quaker
5. Patrick to H. J. Doherty, October 27, 1959, in possession of H. J.
Doherty, Jr., Gainesville, Florida.
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conscience must have been quickened by the interminable procession of singing blacks and whites moving twelve abreast through
the broad avenues of the old capital city. As the crowds began
to disperse and the dust to settle back over Montgomery, Rembert
Patrick drove back to Jacksonville to keep a speaking engagement
before the United Daughters of the Confederacy. 6
Shortly after this civil rights march, Patrick took part in a
symposium of historians and social scientists at the University of
Alabama in Tuscaloosa. There he was critical of the obsolete
and extreme concepts of “state sovereignty” which were being advanced by some southern politicians in defense of segregation.
A right-wing television station in North Carolina took note of
the event and excoriated its participants. Seizing upon a rarelyused dictionary definition of a symposium as “a drinking party,”
it implied that the speakers must all have been intoxicated to
have been capable of such views as Patrick expressed. Though
normally a man who did not respond to personal criticism, Patrick was stung to reply. His letter began on a humorous note,
but his indignation grew as the reply lengthened. He lectured the
station manager on constitutional law, proclaimed his devotion to
his country, pointed out that his grandfather had lost a leg
“fighting for the misguided South,” and ended with this peroration: “. . . if, because I want equality under law for all of our
citizens, am opposed to most of Goldwater’s political and economic and social philosophies, wish to keep free interprise vital
and a heritage for my three children instead of seeing it destroyed by ‘kooks,’ wish to give Negroes opportunities for
bettering their condition in life-if for these reasons, you accuse
me of being a left-winger, or later join others who pretend to
think me a communist but dare not make the false charge in
speech or writing, I then proudly wear the badge of drunkard,
drunken speaker, and left-winger, and so forth.” 7
Though he was actively involved in liberal causes, Patrick’s
scholarly productivity continued until the end of his life. He and
collaborating authors produced two elementary school text books,
one in 1957 on Florida, the other in 1961 on the United
6. The author is indebted to Professor Selden Henry of the University
of Florida for sharing his memories of the Montgomery episode.
7. Patrick to Jesse Helms, May 30, 1964, Patrick papers, University Collection, University of Florida Library.
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States. His wife Eleanor was a co-author of the fourth-grade
Florida history text. In 1960 The Fall of Richmond appeared
and won for him the merit award of the American Association
for State and Local History. In 1962 the University of Florida
Press began an ambitious project to republish facsimile editions
of rare books on Florida. Patrick became the general editor of
the Floridiana Facsimile & Reprint Series and, as it developed,
wrote introductions for three of these works. In 1963 he authored a biography, Aristocrat in Uniform: General Duncan L. Clinch,
and directed that the Florida Historical Society would receive all
royalties. Though his scholarly reputation rested upon serious,
historical writings, like many scholars Pat dreamed of becoming
a successful novelist. Among his papers at the University of
Florida are manuscripts of an unpublished novel and two short
stories. The novel was written during one of his summers spent
in the repose of his wife’s New England home country. After
completing the work which he had pursued with single-minded
dedication, he read it over and pronounced it terrible. He relegated it to oblivion after penciling upon its title page, “The only
novel ever written by RWP thank goodness.” 8 It was in the last
decade of his life that Rembert Patrick completed the most significant part of his research and writing-always done with the sympathy, support, and assistance of his wife. Published only a short
time before his death, his The Reconstruction of the Nation was
hailed as his best book. Writing in the Florida Historical Quarterly Professor Howard Quint of the University of Massachusetts
praised Patrick’s sound scholarship and concluded, “It is the best
history of Reconstruction yet to be written.” 9 Professor David
Donald stated that “Professor Patrick’s book is virtually certain
of acceptance as the standard account of the Reconstruction era
for this generation.” 10
At the middle of the seventh decade of the twentieth century, Rembert Patrick was approaching the end of his twentysixth year at the University of Florida-years which had been busy,
full, productive, and mutually beneficial for the historian and
8. Mss. in Patrick papers.
9. Howard H. Quint, review of Rembert W. Patrick, The Reconstruction of the Nation (New York, 1967), Florida Historical Quarterly,
XLVI (January 1968), 285-88.
10. Commentary, XLIV (September 1967), 96.
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his adopted state. Having passed the age of fifty-five, he was
eligible for retirement when the University of Georgia invited him
to join its faculty. Though he confided it only to his family and
a few intimtae friends, he had become increasingly discouraged by
the educational and political climate in Florida, and the Georgia
offer came at precisely the right time. He and Eleanor, “with
emotion and regret,” decided to accept the proposal - a larger
salary, increased fringe benefits, “and more aid in research.” 11
At the end of June 1966, the Patricks ended their long residence
in Florida and moved to Athens where Pat became Graduate Research Professor of History. The associations there were pleasant
and the opportunities for historical research were, for a southern
state university, almost without parallel. Though their children
remained in Florida, the Patricks entered upon a full and happy
life in their new home.
In November of 1967 the meeting of the Southern Historical
Association was held in Atlanta and, as a former president, Pat
was present and obviously derived much satisfaction from association with his life-long friends in the historical profession. He dined
with old friends from Gainesville, and eagerly sought news of
his former colleagues at the University of Florida. Though he
felt an indisposition which he did not confess at the time, he
spoke at the Friday luncheon of the Phi Alpha Theta history
honorary and participated actively in all of the events of the
weekend. Upon his return to Athens, he began to suffer pains
which grew so severe that he was hospitalized. Suddenly, on the
evening of November 16, 1967, the news came to his shocked
family and friends that Rembert Patrick had died of a heart
attack.
On Sunday, December 3, the Society of Friends held a memorial service in Gainesville in his memory. There, his family,
colleagues, admirers, and students in large numbers came together
for reflection and meditation.
11. Patrick to John K. Mahon, December 17, 1965, in Department of
History files, University of Florida.
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REMBERT WALLACE PATRICK
A BIBLIOGRAPHY
Compiled by Edward K. Eckert
The following bibliography is an attempt to bring together
all of Rembert W. Patrick’s published works in one place convenient to scholars. The list is complete through December 1,
1967. Little attempt has been made to note unpublished works,
among which are comments and papers delivered at various historical meetings, including the paper, “The Florida Historical Quarterly,” given at the annual meeting of the Florida Historical
Society in St. Augustine, April 13, 1956. It should be noted that
Professor Patrick was general editor of the twenty-one volumes in
the Floridiana Facsimile & Reprint Series, published by the University of Florida Press, beginning in 1962.
Professor Patrick’s contribution to southern historiography
is large. As virtually the first scholar to penetrate the history of
Florida, Patrick’s works will remain for many years the foundation for all further efforts. At the same time that he was studying Florida history, Professor Patrick maintained his strong interest in the Civil War-Reconstruction period. His Ph. D. dissertation written at the University of North Carolina was published
as Jefferson Davis and his Cabinet and his last book was The
Reconstruction of the Nation, released shortly before his death.
As an early harbinger of the necessity for social change in the
South, Patrick’s articles and speeches on the racial question in
the 1950s marked him as an intellectual leader of the contemporary liberal mind in the South. Finally, through his numerous
book reviews, Patrick was able to constantly criticize and comment upon the historiography of the South.
Books and Pamphlets
Aristocrat in Uniform: General Duncan L. Clinch. Gainesville:
University of Florida Press, 1963.
The Fall of Richmond. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1960.
[ 314 ]
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Florida Fisaco: Rampant Rebels on the Georgia-Florida Border,
1810-1815. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1954.
Florida Under Five Flags. Gainesville: University of Florida Press,
1945.
-. 2nd edition, revised, 1955.
-. 3rd edition, 1960.
-. 4th edition, revised with Allen Morris, 1967.
Jefferson Davis and his Cabinet. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1944.
Race Relations in the South. Tallahassee: Peninsular Publishing Co., 1958.
The Reconstruction of the Nation. New York: Oxford University Press, 1967.

Books and Pamphlets written in Collaboration with Others
The American People: A History; Student’s Manual. By Robert
Carlew, Oliver P. Chitwood, and Rembert W. Patrick. Dubuque: W. C. Brown Co., 1962.
This Country of Ours. By Rembert W. Patrick with John K.
Bettersworth and Ralph W. Steen. Austin: Steck Co., 1965.
A Short History of the American People. By Oliver P. Chitwood,
Rembert W. Patrick, and Frank L. Owsley. Princeton: Van
Nostrand Co., 1945.
-. Revised and reprinted as The American People, A History.
1962.
The Story of Florida. By Rembert W. and Eleanor B. Pattrick and Hester G. Fisacherly. Austin: Steck Co., 1957.

Edited Work
The Opinions of the Confederate Attorneys General, 1861-1865.
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ENCOUNTER BY THE RIVER
by F RANK LAUMER
WAS MID-WINTER 1835 in Florida and the United States
Army was gathering its strength at Fort Drane. Until a month
ago the place was called “Auld Lang Syne,” a plantation devoted
to raising sugar-cane on some 3,000 acres in the center of the
Territory. It had gained the status of “fort” by the expedient of
erecting a twelve-foot pine-log wall in a rectangle 460 yards in
circumference around the main building. For ten years the owner
had tended his dual duties as planter and general, but now the
hue and cry was raised again and Fort Drane was headquarters
for the troops in Florida. It looked like Duncan Lamont Clinch,
planter and general, might have a war to fight. 1
He felt confident of winning. Twenty years of dealing with
Indians in and around the Florida Territory had failed to impress
2
him with their fighting qualities, and he shared with most of his
fellow-officers a certain irritation and even affront that these Seminoles, like incorrigible children, could and would strike out intermittently at soldiers and civilians alike-killing, burning, and then be
gone like a nightmare in the dawn. But now Indian guides had assured him that a large force of warriors were encamped less than
forty miles away-south of the fort and beyond the Withlacoochee
River. There was a ford, they said, where troops could cross over. 3
This just might be the place - a two-day march, a quick blow, and
the Indian threat could be finished. The defeat which he could
surely inflict in open battle would destroy Seminole resistance and
secure the frontier.
T

1. Henry Hollingsworth, “Tennessee Volunteers in the Seminole Campaign of 1836: The Diary of Henry Hollingsworth,” ed. by Stanley
F. Horn, Tennessee Historical Quarterly, I (September 1942), 26974; (December 1942), 344-66; II (March 1943), 61-73; (June
1943), 163-78; (September 1943), 236-56; John Bemrose, Reminiscences of the Second Seminole War, ed. by John K. Mahon
(Gainesville, 1966).
2. Bemrose, Reminiscences, 37.
3. M. M. Cohen, Notices of Florida and the Campaigns (Charleston,
1836), 83. See also facsimile edition with an introduction by O. Z.
Tyler, Jr. (Gainesville, 1964).
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Preparations and reinforcements were ready by the twentyeighth of December. The next morning by eight o’clock they were
on their way south in the chilling dawn, 4 the baggage train of
seven one-horse carts and a single two-horse wagon following hard
5
on the advance guard. Six light companies of regulars, amounting
6
to 250 men,
a mixed bag of infantry and artillery made up the
center under a tough little professional named Alexander C. W.
Fanning, lieutenant colonel of artillery and formerly in command
at Fort King. Fanning was a soldier’s soldier, as regular as they
come, from the time in 1808, when he reported to West Point
from his home in Massachusetts, to the battle of Lake Erie, where
he was made brevet major for “gallant conduct.” Along the way he
had lost one of his arms but none of his courage. He was a cautious, old-time Indian fighter and no man to discount the enemy. 7
Right and left of the main column a 100 yards out rode some
700 militia, 8 a rag-tag collection of settlers sprung to arms at the
behest of their leader, Richard Keith Call, ex-regular army captain
and now territorial governor of Florida and general of Florida
Volunteers. They wore ordinary planter’s clothing; the swords of
the officers alone setting them apart from the enlisted men.
Their weapons were mostly small shotguns bought from local
4. This and subsequent references to weather conditions are based upon
interpolations made from weather records of the time supplied by National Weather Records Center, Asheville, N. C.; Mark M. Boatner,
III, The Civil War Dictionary (New York, 1959), 820-21; Bemrose,
Reminiscences, passim.
5. Francis Littleberry Dancy to Duncan Lamont Clinch, August 12,
1836, Army and Navy Chronicle, New Series, V, 385.
6. The exact number of regulars who marched with Clinch will doubtless be open to question forever. (Bemrose, Reminiscences, 40.) The
number used here is based upon a study of some fifteen sources, all
of whom took part in the movement from Fort Drane to the river,
yet whose estimates nearly all vary. The substance, however, seems
to indicate that about 250 men left the fort, while perhaps 200 were
finally engaged in battle.
7. Sources on Fanning are George W. Cullum, Biographical Register of
the Officers and Graduates of the U. S. Military Academy, 1802-1890,
3 vols. (Boston, 1891), I, 107-09 (this volume contains a biographical sketch as well as a biography of his military service); Francis
B. Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of the United States
Army, 1789-1903, 2 vols. (Washington, 1903), I, 412. See also
facsimile edition (Urbana, 1965); file on George W. Gardiner
(brother-in-law of Fanning), supplied by National Archives and
Record Service, hereafter referred to as NARS.
8. There can be no more certainty on the number of volunteers involved
than on the regulars. The study of all sources previously mentioned,
however, indicates that 700 is a reasonably accurate estimate.

Published by STARS, 1967

25

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 46 [1967], No. 4, Art. 1
324

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

merchants on Call's credit-weapons entirely unfit for the field
in the opinion of Call but better than nothing. In any case
he had invited them into the field to defend the frontier settlements, not to carry offensive warfare into the Seminole stronghold along the Withlacoochee. 9
Richard Keith Call was forty-three years old, married, and the
father of two daughters. A one-time member of congress, he was
already established as a lawyer, was considered to be a shrewd
land dealer, and had attained a position of considerable power in
Florida politics - he was a man of great ambition whose abilities
were just a step behind. He took criticism as a personal affront,
yet he rarely missed a fault in others. He was a good soldier in
the popular fashion - unquestinably brave, confident, and dashing
in appearance, but in a coordinated movement such as this he was
not comfortable. His confidence amounted to egotism, and his feeling toward General Clinch was, at best, one of condescension. He
chafed over Clinch’s insistence on the long wagon-train of supplies
for his regulars, maintaining reasonably enough that speed was
essential and pointing out that his own men carried their rations
on their backs. He neglected to notice that the regulars also carried
three-days rations in their haversacks, and that the principle part
of the load borne by the wagons was grain for the horses of his
own volunteers. He was general of the territory’s militia who could
raise, organize, and march his troops 200 miles within thirteen days
of the alarm, yet assure them that they would not be detained
from their homes more than a few weeks. Now he was riding to
battle with men whose enlistments would be up in three days. Call
was running a pretty close schedule, and if the Seminoles weren’t
prompt his militia might miss the show. 10
Fifty yards from the rear, between the main column and the
flankers on the right, General Clinch and his staff rode in double
file. Duncan Clinch was a man of plain habits, called by his fellow
officers “the Spartan General,” and at forty-eight he was rather
young for his rank. He topped six feet and had a good deal of
muscle in his 250 pounds. His hair was grey but there was
plenty of it, and his men had a great liking for this kindly, open9. Richard Keith Call to Alexander Macomb, August 3, 1837, Army and
Navy Chronical, V, 136-39.
10. The primary source on Call is a biography by Herbert J. Doherty,
Jr., Richard Keith Call: Southern Unionist (Gainesville, 1961).
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faced man, but perhaps that was not too good a thing in a general. 11 Trading human lives in battle comes hard to a kind man,
and critical decisions can take time that you might not have. And
he was very much aware that his decisions from here on might
be more critical than for most generals in time of war - these
rough and tumble volunteers, three-quarters of his total force, had
never been mustered into the service of the general government,
and their placing themselves under his orders were voluntary acts
on their part and his right to exercise authority over them would
cease whenever they chose to dispute that authority. 12
South and east of the fort the vague path that was referred
to as the “road” wound over low hills and around swampy hammocks, up and down, in and out, the tangled growth nourished by
a thousand ponds that twinkled like coins in the winter sunlight.
The main column marched two abreast, foot and horse, the banter
of marching men dying out as the hours passed-their strength
consumed in freeing wagons mired to their axle-trees in the sand,
slogging along with sodden boots from the morasses crossed instead
of skirted. 13 The monotony of hills and ponds was broken by
thickets where the road narrowed and horsemen in single file pushed through, followed by the “pioneers” - men whose task was to
cut and hack the underbrush back sufficiently for the wagons to
lumber through. In their flattened path, the regulars followed.
General Call was sweating out a deadline, but Clinch set an
easy pace. The first day they angled southeast, then south, covering
twelve miles since they left the fort-not a forced march, but not
a bad day’s hike. Dogs, the heralds of their journey, ran ahead and
behind, giving full voice to uninhibited enthusiasm as they flushed
11.

12.
13.

The best study of Clinch is Rembert W. Patrick, Aristocrat in Uniform, General Duncan L. Clinch (Gainesville, 1963). Some detail
not used by Patrick is found in Bemrose, Reminiscences. Bemrose
served during this period as secretary to the general. Additional
Clinch material was supplied the author by NARS.
Clinch to Lewis Cass, May 13, 1837, New York American, July 11,
1837.
The course of the road was determined by a study of the original government survey of the townships involved, made during the 1840s
when this road, as well as others, still served as a highway for soldiers and settlers. It was clearly indicated on these surveys. Examination of the accompanying field notes gave exact location every mile as
the road crossed each section line. Transfer of the route was made by
the author to modern geological survey maps which thereby indicated
its course relative to modern highways, railroads, buildings, etc.,
making it possible to pick it up in the field at nearly any given point.
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game in field and swanp, amusing the men but grating on the
senses of Richard Call. He lived in an aura of drama that excluded
barking dogs, and he dismissed them now, confident that they belonged only to the men of the regular army. 14
The second day the force moved due south spanning a twelvemile pine barren; it was a bleak day of stunted trees and choking
dust. Slower and slower moved the column, pioneers working like
demons to clear a way through the woods sufficient for the cumbersome vehicles. The wagon and the three carts, overloaded with
corn for the horses, continually bogged down until finally a halt
was ordered, and the burden of grain was transferred to the mounted volunteers whose mounts would after all, consume nearly the
whole of it. In a quarter of an hour, Lieutenant Frances Littleberry Dancy, acting quartermaster, had completed the transfer, and
now with the vehicles bearing only their load of pork and flour, the
command pushed on. 15
Nightfall brought them within three miles of the Withlacoochee
River. Here they bivouacked, tired but keyed up, for the approaches
to the river ahead were dark and shadowed places, tangled and
foreboding. By night the brilliant moonlight shone across the halfmile wide camp and beyond to the lush growth that flourished in
the flood land along the dark water. Fires had been forbidden, and
men sat in quiet groups talking over biscuits and pork. Negro
scouts had said they would find Seminoles beyond the river and
doubts wer mixed with fear. Some men boasted of the ease with
which the Indians would be beaten, but others, apart in their tents,
confided their dread of battle to their tent-mates.
Sergeant John Bemrose, hospital steward of Company D, 2nd
Regiment of Artillery, a remarkably literate young man, commented
later on a companion named Fisher. “[We were] feeling rather
lonely although surrounded by many comrades. . . . Tomorrow
we were to reach the river, and as it was believed the enemy would
dispute the crossing, this poor boy was melancholy and full of
dread. His forebodings caused him to be terribly afraid of a col14. Ellen Call Long, “History of Florida,” quoted by Patrick, Aristocrat
in Uniform, 100. The Long mss. is in the Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina. See also Bemrose, Reminiscences, 41.
15. Dancy to Clinch, August 12, 1837, Army and Navy Chronicle, V.
385.
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lision and he passed a sleepless night. The fact of his term
of service being nearly expired made him doubly anxious to be in
his beloved New York again.” 16
The last day of the year was heralded early, and against orders, by a bugler of the volunteers in the utter darkness before
five o’clock. Leaving behind his supply wagons, five men down with
intermittent fever, their attendants and guards amounting to some
fifty men under Lieutenant Dancy, Clinch, Call, and the troops
moved out. Incredibly rank growth blocked the last mile and more
to the river bank. Nearly 900 men and over half a thousand
horses cut, felt, stumbled, and forced their way through the
natural abatis, finally reaching the river at dawn. Greedy vegetation clutched the sand banks and leaned over dark rushing water.
The river looked ominous and deep, but worst of all, there was
no ford, no shallow. The far bank was 150 feet away and
Indian footprints said clearly that if the guides had mislead them
on the location of the crossing, they were right about the enemy.
Seminoles had passed this way not many hours before.
The dogs left behind with Lieutenant Dancy had broken loose
and now rejoined the command, racketing their glad cries into the
dawn. If surprise was critical and Indians were near, then Clinch
had fumbled badly. The army was piling up behind him in confusion while a veritable army of dogs dashed about barking and
yipping. Clinch was bewildered. Scouts reported no ford east or
west. No plans had been made for boats, rafts, or bridges - no
thought crossed his mind that his Indian scouts might mislead.
With 1,000 men and half as many horses he had marched this
far expecting to cross the river, push on into the dread “cove of
the Withlacoochee,” and force a fight with Osceola and all the
Seminoles he could muster on their own ground. A bold plan and
daring, but somehow no one had thought to provide a means for
crossing the river. Of course, there was supposed to be a ford, but
to place the fate of his army on the memory of a guide, an
Indian guide at that, had proven to be incredibly bad tactics.
The success of the entire operation relied now on providence.
But Clinch was lucky. The far shore was growing visible through
pearly mist, and there, half-sunk, was a single dugout canoe. Two
officers volunteered to swim across the river to fetch the dugout,
16. Bemrose, Reminiscences, 43.
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but the general refused their offer. Perhaps there was another way
-the water was cold-the men would be in danger. He debated
the matter, and then allowed two men from Brevet Captain Charles
Mellon’s company, 2nd Artillery Regiment, to cross over. They
slipped into the water and swimming strong against the current,
reached the canoe, bailed it out, and paddled back to the cheers
of the soldiers. 17
The crossing began. With one man paddling in the bow and
another in the stern, the leaky craft could carry six men with their
equipment at a time. A round trip would take a good five minutes. This would come to nearly fifteen hours for the entire command to cross, but it was better than nothing. Yet if Clinch was
a little weak in the logistics that a general should have mastered,
his consideration for his men had built a strength that might save
the day. Shedding their equipment and pulling off their boots, a
few men scrambled down the bank, edged in to bone-chilling
water, and began to swim. Others followed in a rush, pushing pell
mell into the river, threshing and splashing their way across. It
was not a brilliant move, and it might have brought disaster, for
a mob of unarmed, nearly unclothed men alone on the far shore
could accomplish nothing-except perhaps for the morale of an
army that was having its doubts.
By the canoeload, dry but precarious, and singly as they swam,
wet and cold, Colonel Fanning and his regulars began to form
up on the south bank. Clothes and weapons were ferried over, and
once again they began to take on the appearance of an army.
Scouts reported an open field ahead, surrounded on three sides by
hammock and swamp. Here, a few hundred yards from the river,
the men were formed in order of battle. Fanning placed the center
companies in double rank facing the hammock, the others in single
rank to right and left, and prepared to repel attack. With sentries
stationed at all points well out in the hammock to give the alarm
if Seminoles were sighted, he allowed the men to rest on the
ground while maintaining their positions and waiting for the splashing mob to follow. Dr. Richard Weightman and Dr. Hamilton with
four militia surgeons were in the lee of the south bank, the slight
17. This account is from John Lee Williams, The Territory of Florida
(New York, 1837), 221-22. (Facsimile edition with an introduction
by Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., Gainesville, 1962.) See also Clinch to
Cass, May 13, 1837, New York American, July 11, 1837.
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rise of land between them and the troops affording some small protection for the wounded if a battle should develop.
Scouts out, the men organized and at ease, his reserves steadily building up, Fanning’s short, slight figure was constantly on the
move, his shrill voice ringing out energetically. Here was “a soldier
of tested courage and an officer of approved skill - with full experience in . . . savage warfare.” 18 And that experience had brought
respect for the fighting quality of American Indians. He was
pretty sure what he might be facing and he knew their position was still weak - less than 200 men on hand - and at the moment the militia on the north shore might as well be home in bed.
If an attack came now it would be won or lost with the men on
hand.
Along the riverbank, 1,000 feet behind the deployed regulars,
Clinch and a dozen officers, regular and volunteer, labored mightily
to expedite the crossing of the hundreds of men and horses still
crowding, jostling, and shouting on the north shore. For awhile it
had looked like the volunteers were not planning to cross, voluntarily or otherwise. Even before Clinch had made the crossing,
Call had told him that the men from Middle Florida would not
follow. 19 Sensible enough from their point of view-their enlistments would be up in a scant twelve hours and they would be
leaving anyway, but it was all a little awkward for the commander.
With part of his force on one side, part on the other, and the rest
in the middle of the river, it was a poor time to discover that he
commanded only one-quarter of the men with whom he had started out. Call’s peculiar sense of honor seemed more concerned with
the prompt discharge of volunteers according to schedule than
supporting the commanding general on the eve of battle.
Call had ordered some of his men to construct rafts in order
to float over their equipage while others were directed to drive the
horses across, then the general seemed prepared, once the horses
and equipage were across, to wait on the fancy of the men. Those
who cared to cross in the canoe would find mounts and weapons
ready, but how many would go? Already some thirty men
had left, but not for the south bank-they were heading north up
the road to home. 20
18. Gardiner file from NARS, author unknown.
19. Clinch to Cass, May 13, 1837, New York American, July 11, 1837.
20. John Warren to Clinch, September 25, 1837, Army and Navy
Chronicle, V, 391-92.
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Colonel John Warren, an Englishman and regimental commander of volunteers, perhaps spurred by Call’s unjust accusation
that these deserters were his men, approached General Clinch and
asked for permission to order the crossing of his men immediately.
Permission was granted - he was told to do so “as quick as he
pleased.” Warren gave the order for his men to load their saddles
and baggage onto the rafts and to bring themselves over in the
canoe. 21
The order cut through indecision. From the ranks rode private
Maxey Dill [Dell], a volunteer from Alachua County. He handed
his musket and powder to the ferrymen, spurred his mount into the
cold, swift current, and crossed to join whatever was coming. 22
Others followed while Clinch, standing on the bank, white-haired
and red-faced, led the cheers.
Downstream from the crossing an island stood in the river,
more or less connected with the south bank by a ledge of rocks.
It was nearly noon before Call directed Clinch’s attention to the
spot and suggested that with the logs lying about it might be possible to form a rough bridge to the north shore and expedite the
crossing. Clinch and the other officers immediately set to work
floating off the logs which were then pulled toward the north bank
by Call and his men with the aid of ropes. The green log rafts
which rode so low in the water as to be nearly useless were being
abandoned, but between swimmers and the canoe more men were
steadily added to the fighting force. A little more time and the
bridge would bring them in a rush - but time had run out.
Only the fact that Clinch had been misguided had saved his
troops from ambush. Two and a half miles upstream was the
ford they had expected to find, guarded by 220 Seminole warriors
and thirty armed Negroes since the morning of December 30.
Word of the movement of the army south toward their stronghold in the cove of the Withlacoochee had been brought by scouts,
and the Indians had gathered to meet and destroy the threat.
Attributing to the enemy their own knowledge of the wilderness,
the Seminoles assumed, reasonably enough, that even white men
would cross the water where nature had provided the easiest way. 23
21. Ibid., 392.
22. Williams, Territory of Florida, 222; John S. Lytle to Clinch, August 1837. Army and Navy Chronicle, V, 387-88.
23. John T. Sprague, The Origin, Progress, and Conclusion of the Florida
War (New York, 1848), 92. See also facsimile edition with an introduction by John K. Mahon (Gainesville, 1964).
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Only this morning had they discovered the error when the voice
of a dog pack carried through the still winter air, and instantly its
meaning was clear - only the incomprehensible white men would
allow their presence to be announced to the world by Efa, the
dog. 24
With the innate ability to re-evaluate the constant change of
military operations that is a prime requisite of a successful guerilla
fighter, Osceola was already moving downriver, Alligator and his
warriors in a shifting, silent group behind him. The young leader,
still in his thirties, moved with little sound through heavy growth,
his buckskin leggings in strange contrast to the dark-blue doublebreasted military coat that covered his hunting shirt. He moved
with confidence - the coat a grim trophy of Alligator’s victory over
the men of Major Francis Dade’s command, 25 gained three days
before, December 28, while he himself had been lifting the scalp of
General Wiley Thompson at Fort King. Two blows had been
struck and two victories had been won - he marched now to win
a third.
The regulars waited on the plain. Behind them, between their
position and the crossing troops, lay dense palmetto scrub cut
through by a narrow trail. The palmetto wrapped around their
exposed position on the right, continuing in a semi-circle across
24. The suggestion that Osceola discovered the error of his location
through the sounds of the dog pack is an assumption on the part of
the author, based upon the conditions that are known to have existed
and upon the Seminole version of the incident as related by Sprague,
Florida War, 92 (and taken by him from Halpather-Tustenuggee, or
Alligator): “ . . . the troops had come over. . . . ” T h e a u t h o r w h o
lives on the bank of the Withlacoochee River; can verify that the
sound of a dog pack will carry at least several miles along the river.
Finally, the Seminole word for dog is taken from Williams, Territory
of Florida, 277.
25. W. W. Smith, Sketch of the Seminole War, and Sketches During a
C a m p a i g n (Charleston, 1836), 47. Smith speaks with authority of
this battle, though it is not known whether he was involved in it.
He states that Osceola “. . . was distinguished by several (soldiers),
having on a uniform coat of our army. . . .” Accepting that this was
the case it remains to determine the unwilling donor of the coat.
In the action three days previous at Fort King, two officers, Thompson and Lieutenant Constantine Smith, were slain. Thompson is
known to have generally worn non-regulation clothing and so Smith
would have been the likely source here, but no mention is made in
contemporary reports of missing garments. With Major Dade, however, were seven other officers, and contemporary reports indicate that
much clothing was taken from the bodies. Hence, some officer here
would seem to have lent his coat to the Seminole.
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their front to fade into a dense, dry hammock on their left, some
forty yards out. Below the trees the vines and brush looked like
a barrier-actually it acted as a screen. Sentries stationed in the
hammock stood in underbrush waist and chest high, watching and
listening. Until they were almost upon them the guards were unaware of the savage warriors who had crept silently among them
carrying high-quality Spanish-made rifles. 26 When they saw the
danger, it was almost too late. Scrambling back toward the clearing, they shouted out the warning - “Indians! Indians!”
Captain Charles Mellon, a twenty-year veteran, was the first
to spot a Seminole. Musket thrown to his shoulder, cheek against
the walnut stock, he squeezed off the first round of the battle,
the charge of black powder throwing a one-ounce lead ball
rattling through the brush. 27 His shoulder was thrown backward
by the violent kick as he stared through bluish-grey smoke
searching for the enemy. The Indian war-whoop, a low growling
sound that rose to a wild and terrifying scream, shattered the
air as the underbrush suddenly bloomed with dreadful apparitions. 28 Red men and black, wrapped in crazyquilt patterns
of bright colored cotton trade cloth and hung about with silver
pendants, beads, and plumes, were everywhere, blasting into the
soldiers with leveled rifles, reloading and blasting again. The
savages sighted in through the long grass, rose, aimed poorly,
fired and fell to the left, leaving only a flash and a puff of
smoke for a target. The smooth-bore, seven-pound musket of the
troopers could only be expected to hit a target the size of a
man once in three shots, even on a target range 29 - this was
no practice and the targets here rose and fell impossibly fast,
filling the air with slugs of lead that could strike and maim
and kill.
Fanning’s voice rose above the blast and crackle of firing to
order a charge, and the men, glad of any change in their exposed
position, moved in ones and twos across the narrow field toward
26. Army and Navy Chronicle, I, 178; Woodburn Potter, The War in
Florida (Baltimore, 1836), 174; Bemrose, Reminiscences, 51.
27. Gustavus S. Drane to Clinch, August 23, 1837, Army and Navy
Chronicle, V, 385-86.
28. Bemrose, Reminiscences, 52.
29. An informative article on the characteristics of the musket and other
weapons is given in the Army and Navy Chronicle, V, 201.
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the enemy. It hardly constituted a charge 30 for Fanning, with artilleryman’s care, had placed men in double ranks-fine for defense,
but not too good in a charge. More like an armed mob than trained
soldiers, their ranks thinned and staggered by the wounded who lay
among them, the little army straggled forward, some walking, others
in a sensible crouch, while men dropped behind any growth in
their path to reload before moving on. Officers moved with the
men, the brothers William and Campbell Graham, both West
Pointers, urging on their separate companies; William, the older,
already severely wounded but still at the head of his command.
Experience had shown that Indians rarely stood up to a charge,
even this kind of charge, usually falling back, slipping right and
left in single fragments, not beaten, but so dispersed that their
volume and firepower were reduced and assuming once more their
basic role (and most effective), as guerillas. But it was beginning
to look like this disorgainzed advance was running into something
solid. 31 Not an Indian was giving way. They continued to rise and
fall, fire and reload, but now the range was shorter, and the fire
more effective. Nearly into the scrub, soldiers were stopping, moving back. Officers shouted orders, motioning men on with their
swords and knowing the taste of panic as the advance faltered,
for a retreat would bring the savages in a rush and battle would
turn into execution.
At the river Clinch heard the firing and the shouting, and
without a word he was in the saddle and spurring his mount to
a gallop, followed by his aide, Major John Lytle. They came up
behind the left of the line, meeting Lieutenant Thomas Ridgely,
wounded and bleeding badly. Clinch reined in, inquired if the
wound were serious, urged Ridgely to see to his injury, and then
galloped onto the field. Ahead, his command had crossed the field,
still in double rank, had reached the scrub line and was stopped.
Clinch pulled up in the rear, took in the double ranks-men stumbling into one another, those in the rear inevitably shielding themselves from fire by those in front-rose in the saddle and bellowed
30. This appears to be a case of artillery tactics being used instinctively
by an artillery officer when battle conditions tended to preclude
their success. Better that Fanning had heeded the example of George
Washington in the battle before Fort Duquesne eighty years earlier.
31. This unexpected firmness would seem to be attributable not only to
the previous victories over Dade and Thompson, but to the power
of command exercised by Osceola and gained by him through the
planning and execution of those victories.
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32
The
out an order, “Extend-extend and charge the enemy!”
men were giving and receiving continuous heavy fire, with scarcely more than one platoon officer left to a company, and three of
those badly wounded. But slowly the shift to right and left was
effected, thinning but extending the line, presenting less of a
target, the men taking confidence from Clinch’s presence with
them.
The Seminoles, seeing the lengthening of the line, made a move
against the far right flank, coming in at them from the scrub and
concentrating their fire. Now it was the Indians who were at a
disadvantage; never trained to work in close support of one another, they could not hold up against men who had been trained
for just that. Captain Lemuel Gates, commanding one of the two
companies under attack, ordered his men to fix bayonets, and at
their head, he charged “in handsome style,” stopping the push of
the Indians, yet he was not quite strong enough to press the advantage. Captain Mellon and his company joined the attack, and
together with Gates drove the enemy back, pursuing them through
the scrub, troopers firing, shouting curses, sweating under heavy
coats in the cold bright sunlight, while dark, half-clad Seminoles
scuttled back from brush to tree, firing as they withdrew, but
their surge of power on this flank done.
So the right flank was held, insuring the safety of the crossing
in the rear where some 200 horses of the volunteers waited patiently for their riders, and where doctors and wounded men had
no defense. During the flank attack Clinch had sent orders for
Call to bring up his volunteers to plug the hole and help carry
the counterattack, but Gates and Mellon returned to the line and
still not a volunteer was in sight.
Now the focus of battle was on the front where unauthorized
word to retire had been given. All along the line men were falling back, retreating slowly across the open field toward the river,
doubt and uncertainty suddenly clutching them, pushing them back,
beating them, where the screaming enemy in front had not. They
had crossed the river only as the vanguard of an army-had fought
hard and held their place this long, but with their jack-in-the-box

32. George Henry Talcot to Clinch, August 28, 1837 Army and Navy
Chronicle, V, 389; Campbell Graham to Clinch, August 23, 1837,
ibid., 387.
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tactics, the Indians seemed to be getting stronger all the timethrough the brush and smoke it was beginning to look like a thousand of them, while frantic glances to the rear confirmed that there
was no help there. In a set-up like this, no one could blame a
man for giving ground.
General Clinch may have appeared to his men “a fine greyhaired old man . . . beaming with kindness,” 33 but he was still
a general - and he was in as tight a spot as he had ever been. Gone
now were any hopes for pushing on and taking an easy victory.
Instead his regulars were fighting for their very lives against threeto-one odds - and losing. The killing could not be stopped with
kindness. One bullet had torn through his cap, another through his
left sleeve as he held the reins, and his horse was staggering from
wounds in neck and hip. 34 Deliberately he dismounted, made his
way through the center of his faltering lines, stood in no-mansland between his troops and the enemy. Officers and men alike
could hear his voice above the crash of battle, “My brave fellows-be firm. I am determined to win (this) battle or die on
the field. It shall either be death or victory.” To any soldier who
might consider a third alternative, he warned, “I shall shoot down
any man I see fall back.” Captain Campbell Graham recalled later
that, “after this address, I could plainly see in the countenances
of those near me, a more determined resolution.” 35
The command to charge was given once more, and the men
rose in a spirited rush, pushing across the plain, firing as fast as
muzzles could be loaded. Captain Graham was struck in the face,
the bullet fracturing his jawbone and smashing his teeth. Clinch,
remounted nearby, urged him to go to the rear, but he refused,
and he moved forward with his men. Minutes later he was
struck again, this time in the hip. Now he had to turn back, giving command of the company to a Sergeant Johnson who was
less seriously wounded. Officers on horseback, most of them wounded, rode in front of and among the men, motioning with their
swords and shouting encouragement to their dwindling commands.
33. Bemrose, Reminiscences, 59.
34. Niles' Weekly Register, XLIX (February 6, 1836), 394; Daniel F.
Blanchard, An Authentic Narrative of the Seminole War (Providence,
1836), 19.
35. Graham to Clinch, August 23, 1837, Army and Navy Chronicle, V,
387.
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The fighting force was little more than 150 now, over thirty men
disabled and either on their way to the rear for treatment or lying
on the field.
At the river the medical officers did their best for the men.
According to Sergeant Bemrose, “the wounds were dangerous and
vitally situated, . . . in the lungs, head, face, and abdomen, but
owing to the smallness of the balls only one out of more than
100 cases (and having possible 250 wounds) caused death.” 36
Upriver, beyond the wounded, Colonel Warren had gathered
his few volunteers together and was urging others to cross in support
of General Clinch and his regulars. The sounds of battle could be
heard distinctly, yet strangely enough General Call had formed
some 600 of his men up on the north shore facing the woods behind them, their backs to the river and the battle that raged beyond. He had given orders that no more men should cross the river
under peril of their lives - surely one of the strangest orders ever
given by a military leader. It is true that there existed, at least
theoretically, a possibility of Indian attack on the north bank, but
the danger on the south bank was a fact, made painfully clear
by the steady stream of wounded and bleeding men gathering on
the far shore. In spite of orders, Acting First Lieutenant Oran
Baxter of Company B and Major James G. Cooper of the 4th
Volunteer Regiment swam the river and joined Colonel Warren. 37
Now for the first time Indians were seen along the river itself.
A dozen of them had emerged from the swamp further up the
south bank to fire across the water at the volunteers bunched in
full view. Warren immediately threw his small detachment forward,
charging at full tilt, pausing only to fire and reload. The Seminoles
may have had some idea of outflanking the main body of troops
around this left wing, but in any case Warren’s quick action drove
them back, breaking them up, to disappear in the cover of the
swamp. Colonel Warren, together with Major Cooper, reformed
36. Bemrose, Reminiscences, 51.
37. This paragraph covering one of the most controversial events in connection with the battle calls for specific verification. This has been
found attested to in substance by five regular officers, one volunteer
officer, and two volunteer enlisted men, and specifically by two volunteer officers (Colonel John Warren and Acting First Lieutenant Orem
Baxter) and three enlisted volunteers in the Army and Navy Chronicle, V, 385-92. Francis Littleberry Dancy, a regular army officer, gave
a testimonial, but he was not actually involved in the fighting.
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his men and moved inland along the narrow trail to join the
left flank of the regulars, adding the only body of volunteers
that was to engage the foe. 38
Beyond Warren and his men the line of regulars was strung
out to the right, swinging in an arc across the clearing and back
toward the river on the far flank, their line shaped like a horseshoe, the curve toward the enemy and the open end toward the
river but not quite resting on it. Not a bad defensive position - both
wounded and reserves were protected to some extent by the flanks
with a safe avenue left for reinforcements to approach and bolster
the fighting line - reinforcements that were desperately needed.
For the curved line was caving in once more. Fighting from
an exposed position, outnumbered, and with inferior weapons, the
men had given it everything they had. Many were down, but other
wounded still stood their places, blood and dirt mixed with the
sweat and tears of giving and taking human life, yellow teeth
clamped as tight as traps between bearded lips. One man, Private
Woods, took a bullet in the side of his head and dropped like
a stone, only to rise moments later, wrap a handkerchief around
his head and take his place in line. Another man, his collar soaked
with blood from a neck wound, stood his ground. A second shot
smashed one hip, but still he fought. Finally, with a third bullet
in his shoulder he was forced to join the wounded that moved to
the rear. In Company D the men found a strange haven of safety
near the person of Lieutenant John Graham, a young West Pointer. He was a big man, standing well above the men about him,
but wherever he moved the lead balls flew less thickly. Osceola
had counted him as a friend in better days and had given orders
that he was not to be fired upon. 39
But courage alone was not enough. Osceola and Alligator were
making the best of a favorable situation, fighting on their home
ground, and with plenty of cover. Osceola was frequently visible,
his blue military coat the target of every soldier who saw him.
His shrill voice rose above the crash of continual firing as he encouraged his warriors, and he was seen time and again, firing,
lowering his rifle, coolly wiping it out, reloading, and firing again,
bullets smacking the trees behind him but seemingly missing the con38. Ibid.
39. Bemrose, Reminiscences, 52.
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stant taunt of the captured coat. Everything was in his favor now
except time-his was a hit-and-run group and they had been hitting for nearly an hour; they wouldn’t stick much longer. Their
unity in battle was a thin facade created by their hatred of the
whites and maintained by Osceola’s leadership. Each man was fighting his own battle, moving and firing at his own discretion, and
when each had had enough, he would leave the same way. Again
the Indians had pushed the white soldiers back - they were thirty
or forty yards into the clear field on which they stood - and it looked like this time they might break.
It looked that way to Clinch, too. From horseback he ordered
a halt to the men drifting slowly back across the field, and his
command was echoed by officers up and down the line. Clinch,
at the left of the line and in view of Colonel Warren and his
volunteers, dismounted for the second time, and carrying his sword
moved through the men to the front, and deliberately exposed
himself to the enemy while talking calmly to the men, encouraging and animating them, moving in what seemed to the soldiers
to be a storm of bullets as the Indians recognized him. Training
and experience overcame exhaustion and fear. By the time another horse had been brought and the general had remounted,
every man able to stand was moving back to the fight.
The watching warriors had had enough. The incredible white
men were coming back for more. The sight of them alone was
terrible-a ragged line of bearded devils, long guns with fixed bayonets leveled before them belching lead and smoke as though there
was no end to it, a thousand buttons twinkling in the sunlight like
evil eyes-deadly men who leaked blood with no more concern than
if it were water and who kept fighting as though the Great
Spirit itself were leading them. No man could hope to win against
such men as these and only a fool would continue to try. Far
better to let them have it now and save lives and strength for the
next encounter.
Quickly now, thought and word leaping from man to man, and
with rifles silent, the Seminoles slipped back from the advancing
line, disinterested in futile gestures, for the land could not be held
by heroics, and women and children could not be cared for by dead
warriors. Gradually the soldiers’ firing lessened and faded out, and
men straightened, one by one, to stare across the bush and
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branches, cut up by more than 1,000 rounds of ball and buckshot.
Somehow it brought little joy. Torn flesh and broken bones were
suddenly painful and going back was all that mattered.
And what did it mean, this encounter by the river? Men, red
and white, had done their best for what they believed - they
had fought and bled and had been hurt to the limits of courage
and beyond, and nothing had been gained. The fear and the killing
had proven only that in the obscure scale of war justice has no
weight-that the strong, whether in numbers, time, or power, can
overcome the weak.
Osceola, recovering from a wound in his arm, 40 sent word to
General Clinch a month later, and, while not quite meaning to but
with terrible perception, he foretold the years ahead and the end
to come: “You have guns, and so have we - You have powder and
lead, and so have we - your men will fight, and so will ours, till
the last drop of Seminole’s blood has moistened the dust of his
41
It was tragic but it was true.
hunting ground.”
40. Sprague, Florida War, 93. W. W. Smith, in his Seminole War, 47,
also mentions a wound, but states it was in the hand.
41. Cohen, Notices of Florida, 126.
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MIGRATION OF THE SEMINOLES INTO FLORIDA,
1700-1820
by JAMES W. C OVINGTON *
HE S EMINOLE I NDIANS were relatively late arrivals to the
Florida peninsula; the Apalachees, Calusas, Timucuans, and
smaller tribes had settled the area much earlier. The Seminole
migrations into Florida came in three distinct phases: in the
period between 1702-1750, they made raids against the Spainards
and their Indian allies, and although the Seminoles acquired much
knowledge of the Florida terrain, no significant settlements were
made. In the period 1750-1812, six or more villages were established in the northern part of Florida, and small parties explored
the entire peninsula in search of deer, bear, and other game,
and to make contact with Cuban fishermen. The third phase
came between the years of 1812-1820, when pressures in Alabama
and Georgia forced the Upper and Lower Creeks to move south
into Florida.
Although the original tribes of Florida may have numbered
as many as 25,000 persons, they were virtually extinct when the
Lower Creeks began making permanent settlements on the peninsula. The peaceful and semi-civilized Apalachees were the first
Florida Indians to suffer almost complete annihilation. Governor
James Moore of South Carolina, fifty colonial soldiers, and 1,000
Lower Creeks invaded the Apalachee area in 1704, destroying
most of the Spanish missions and carrying back with them some
300 Apalachee men and 1,000 women and children to be settled on their borders, and a considerable number of Apalachee
slaves to be sold in the West Indies. 1 Some of the Indians
eluded the English and escaped to Pensacola, Mobile, and St.

* The author was aided in his research by an award of a Shell Oil Company - U n i v e r s i t y o f T a m p a F a c u l t y R e s e a r c h G r a n t . T h e p a p e r w a s
read at the annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society, Key West,
May 6, 1967.
1. For the story of the 1704 Apalachee raid see Mark F. Boyd, Hale G.
Smith, and John W. Griffin, eds., H e r e T h e y O n c e S t o o d (Gainesville, 1951); Charles W. Arnade, “The English Invasion of Spanish
Florida, 1700-1706," Florida Historical Quarterly, XLI (July 1962),
29-37.
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Augustine. Eventually a handful returned from Georgia where
Moore had settled the migrants along the Okmulgee River, but
for all practical purposes, the Apalachee mission towns had ceased
operations. 2
Carolina slave raiders, migrations, disease, and war with the
Spanish all contributed to the extermination of the Timucuans
who were living in northeastern and central Florida when the
Spanish explorers first arrived in the sixteenth century. According
to contemporary Spanish reports, by 1705, thirty-two Indian
towns had been destroyed by raiders from the north. 3 Learning of
Moore’s success in capturing Florida Indian slaves, various parties
of whites, Yamasees, and Lower Creeks moved southward and
raided the practically defenseless villages. 4 Streams and rivers
like the St. Johns made excellent avenues of approach into
Florida. In 1702 one party of thirty-three Yamasee Indians led
by Captain Thomas Nairne paddled some six days along the river
before going ashore in search of the Timucuans. The Florida
Indians were siezed as they hunted, fished, and as they gathered
firewood. In a report in 1709, Nairne informed the Earl of
Sunderland that “the garrison of Saint Augustine is by this warr
[Queen Anne’s War] reduced to the bare walls, their castle
and Indian towns all consumed either by us in our invasion of
that place or by the Indian subjects since who in quest of booty
are now obliged to goe down as far as the point of Florida as the
firm land will permitt, they have drove the Floridians to the
islands of the Cape, have brought in and sold many hundreds
of them and dayly now continue that trade.” 5
Over the years historians and anthropologists have been
searching for significant facts concerning the final years of the
savage Calusa Indians that lived along the lower Gulf coast
2. James W. Covington, “The Apalachee Indians Move West,” Florida
Anthropologist, XVII (December 1964), 221-25; John R. Swanton,
“Early History of the Creek Indians and Their Neighbors,” Bureau
of American Ethnology Bulletin 73 (Washington, 1922), 123-28.
3. John J. TePaske, The Governorship of Spanish Florida, 1700-1763
(Durham, 1964), 197.
4. Verner W. Crane, The Southern Frontier, 1670-1732 (Ann Arbor,
1956), 81; Lewis H. Larson, Jr., “Cultural Relationships Between
the Northern Saint Johns Area and the Georgia Coast,” Florida Anthropologist, XI (February 1958), 16-19.
5. Thomas Nairne to the Earl of Sunderland, July 10, 1709, in Public
Record Office, Colonial Office 5/382, No. 11. Hereafter cited as
PRO:CO.
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south of Tampa Bay. When Pedro Menendez de Aviles landed
near their headquarters in 1566, the tribe numbered perhaps as
many as 15,000 persons. 6 Yet, after 1572, very little is heard of
these Indians. An early name for Key West was Cayo Hueso,
and according to a local legend, early in the eighteenth century
Indians from the mainland killed many of the natives and the
piles of bones left scattered about gave the island its name,
Cayo Hueso. 7 If these early Key West inhabitants were Calusas
and not Key Indians, then only some of them were killed,
since they reportedly were causing the Spanish authorities trouble
as late as 1754. 8 In 1775, an English observer reported that Key
Vacas and Key West were refuges for Calusas hiding from the
Creeks, and that in 1763, eighty Calusa families emigrated
to Cuba. 9 There is no further record of them, and it is not
known whether they stayed in Cuba or returned to Florida after
1783, when Britain returned the territory to Spain.
Gradually Spanish control of Florida receded to a few surviving Timucuan, Apalachee, and Yamasee villages clustered for the
most part around St. Augustine and St. Marks. Florida’s native
Indian population rapidly declined, and by 1759, there were
only three villages under Spanish influence. These settlements
included seventy-nine Indians at Tolomato and Nuestra Senora
de la Leche and twenty-five persons in a village near San
10
Marcos de Apalache. In 1764, after relinquishing St. Augustine
to the English, the Spanish carried with them to Havana eightynine Yamasees: twenty men, thirty-two women, and thirty-seven
children. There is no mention of Apalachees or Timucuans living
in or near St. Augustine at this time, but there likely was
some inter-marriage among the groups. 11
6. John M. Goggin and William C. Sturtevant, “The Calusa: A Stratified Nonagricultural Society with Notes on Sibling Marriage,” in
Ward H. Goodenough, ed., Explorations in Cultural Anthropology:
Essays in Honor of George Peter Murdock (New York, 1964), 187.
7. Key West Gazette, January 11, 1832. Some survivors reportedly fled
to Cuba in seventeen canoes.
8. TePaske, Governorship of Spanish Florida, 223; William C. Sturtevant, “Chakaika and the ‘Spanish Indians’,” Tequesta, XIII (1953),
37-38.
9. Bernard Romans, A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida (New York, 1775), 291. See also facsimile edition with introduction by Rembert W. Patrick (Gainesville, 1962).
10. TePaske, Governorship of Spanish Florida, 224.
11. Robert L. Gold, “The East Florida Indians Under Spanish and English Control, 1763-1765,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLIV (July
1965), 108.
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The Creek Indians included a confederation of some sixty
towns and a population of nearly 20,000 scattered throughout
Georgia, Alabama, and fringe areas. This confederation represented a clash of different cultures, languages, and environments,
with only rarely a common goal or front. 12 English traders classified the confederation into two principal divisions - the Upper
Creeks who lived along the Coosa and Tallapoosa branches of
the Alabama River, and the Lower Creeks residing in the valleys
of the Chattahoochee and Flint rivers along the lower Alabama
and Georgia borders. 1 3 Creek villages were located usually
along the banks of a river or stream or near a spring. These
Indians raised corn, melons, beans, and pumpkins, and when the
soil became unproductive, they moved to another site. Agriculture and hunting were carried on solely for subsistence purposes,
and little or no effort was made to dispose of surplus commodities during this early period. Although there were many
towns in the Lower Creek division, as early as 1700, the leader
from Coweta was called “Emperor of the Creeks” by Spanish
and French observers. 14
Early migrations of Creek bands into Florida can be indicated by a listing of the various Apalachee villages in 1704.
It was believed that the villages of San Carlos de Chatos and
San Pedro de los Chines included many Chatot Indians, a
Lower Creek band; another village, San Francisco de Oconi,
was probably composed of Oconees, another Lower Creek band. 15
12. Harold E. Driver, Indians of North America (Chicago, 1961), 347.
This confederation has been described as a collection of several score
tribes usually called towns and somewhat similar to the collection of
Greek city-states. According to John W. Caughey, McGillivray of the
Creeks (Norman, 1959),
“The Creeks were notoriously undisciplined.”
13. Robert S. Cotterill, The Southern Indians: The Story of the Civilized
Tribes Before Removal (Norman, 1954), 9. Still the most complete
work concerning the early history of the Creeks is Swanton’s “Early
History of the Creek Indians and Their Neighbors.”
14. Cotterill, The Southern Indians, 21; Crane, Southern Frontier, 95;
TePaske, Governorship of Spanish Florida, 203, 208.
15. Boyd, et al, Here They Once Stood, 14; John R. Swanton, “The Indian Tribes of North America,” Bureau of American Ethnology Bulletin 145 (Washington, 1952), 128-29. In 1719, when a band of
Creeks raided several Indian villages near St. Augustine, they found
at least sixteen or more Lower Creeks residing with the Yamassees
there. PRO:CO 5/1265, No. 1441. According to Barcia, the son
of a ruling Coweta chief visited St. Augustine in 1710. See Barcia's
Chronological History of the Continent of Florida, ed. and trans. by
Anthony Kerrigan (Gainesville, 1951), 354.
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These villages soon lost their Lower Creek identity and became
part of the Apalachee mission chain.
As noted previously, the Lower Creeks lived along the
Chattachoochee and Flint rivers, but in 1685, Lieutenant Antonio Matheos moved into the area to enforce Spain’s will on
them. For a time he was partially successful, but under the
influence of English traders the Lower Creek villagers migrated
northeastward to the upper Okmulgee River where they lived
for twenty-five years. 1 6 Here, Creeks from the towns of Coweta,
Kasinta, Tuskegee, Kolomi, and others became friendly with
English traders, and it was raiders from these towns who kidnapped people from Florida and sold them as slaves in Carolina.
Consequently, many Lower Creek warriors already knew a good
bit about the geography of Florida.
In 1715 the Yamasees, Apalachees, Savannahs, and their
Lower Creek allies started a conflict, the Yamasee War, against
the colonists in South Carolina. By mistreating and overcharging the Indians, the frontier traders were the direct cause of
this brief but bloody war which ended with the defeat of the
Yamasees, their retreat to the very gates of St. Augustine, and
the migration of their allies to southwestern Georgia where they
settled in an area extending from the falls of the Chattahoochee
River to a point some fifty miles down the river. 17
The new locations did not satisfy all the Lower Creeks, and
they indicated to the Spanish that they wanted to settle the
fertile lands abandoned by the Apalachees. In 1716, 1717, and
1718, Lieutenant Pena was sent into the Lower Creek territory
to secure Spanish allegiance and to ascertain how many Indians
wanted to settle in Florida. 18 The Spanish authorities recommended that the Indians select village sites along the banks of
Apalachee rivers and creeks.
Crane, Southern Frontier, 35-36; Herbert E. Bolton and Mary Ross,
The Debatable Land (Berkeley, 1925), 48-50.
17. Crane, Southern Frontier, 162-86; TePaske, Governorship of Spanish
Florida, 197-200.
18. Mark F. Boyd, ed. and trans., “Diego Pena’s Expedition to Apalachee
and Apalachicola in 1776,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXVIII
(July 1949), 1-27: Mark F. Boyd, ed., “Documents Describing the
Second and Third Expeditions of Lieutenant Diego Pena to Apalachee
and Apalachicola in 1717 and 1718,” Florida Historical Quarterly,
XXXI (October 1952), 109-39.
16.
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When the Spanish established Fort San Marcos de Apalache
on the Gulf at St. Marks, migration of Lower Creek bands was
more actively encouraged. Although Pena could not convince
Brims, leader of Coweta, that a Spanish alliance was necessary,
he learned from the Pro-Spanish nephew of Brims that six villages would shortly move to Apalachee. These villagers were believed to be Yamasee, Yuchi, and Apalachee. 19 Unfortunately,
the Spanish lacked money to purchase gifts for the Indians,
and thus were unable to control their movement. Chiscalachisle,
Yuchi leader, visited San Marcos de Apalache, but received no
gifts and very little food, and he decided that his people ought
to stay in southern Georgia. 2 0 Only some Apalachees from Pensacola and the hill country of Georgia and a Yamasee group
moved into the Apalachee area. 21
The Spanish established a trading post at Apalachee in 1744,
but the storehouse was emptied quickly and was never refilled.
The Lower Creeks, comparing the gifts given by the Spanish,
and English and French rivals, complained, “King of Spain no
good. English goods, give much, much. Captain . . . does not
give what el Mico sends.” 22 From time to time, wandering
bands came into Apalachee to see if Spanish gifts had become
available. Usually only warriors visited the post, but in 1747,
when a tribal conflict threatened, men, women, and children
swarmed into the place. 23 At Pensacola, the Upper Creek
Tallapoosa band was invited to settle near the fort, but when
gifts were not distributed at frequent intervals the venture failed.
During this initial phase of expansion into Florida, the Lower
Creek bands, with the exception of several small villages in
the Apalachee area, made little or no attempts to form per19. Boyd, “Pena’s Expedition in 1717 and 1718,” 134; TePaske, Governorship of Spanish Florida, 203.
20. TePaske, Governorship of Spanish Florida, 205. Chiscalachisle,
brother of Brims and a war chief, established an armed town at the
juncture of the Flint and Chattahoochee rivers. See Kenneth W.
Porter, “The Founder of the ‘Seminole Nation’; Secoffee or Cowkeeper,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXVII (April 1949), 366-67.
21. TePaske, Governorship of Spanish Florida, 206; Boyd, “Pena’s Expedition in 1717 and 1718,” 109.
22. Don Juan Isidoro de Leon to Governor Manuel de Montiano, May
21, 1745, in Lucy L. Wenhold, ed. and trans., “The Trials of Captain Isidoro de Leon,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXV (January
1957), 249.
23. de Leon to de Montiano, June 26, 1747, ibid., 262.
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manent establishments. They came to Florida on slave raids and
as English allies in the wars against the Spanish, but they did
not remain. The Spanish did their best to enlist the aid of
these possible allies, but when they failed to deliver sufficient
gifts, the Indians remained in Georgia and Alabama.
The second phase, which saw some permanent settlements
established in Florida and the area extensively utilized for
hunting purposes, resulted from the great success of white traders
in exchanging their products with the Indians and from power
politics. Dependence of the Indians upon white man’s goods
forced them to cast aside their age-old methods of killing game
for their immediate needs, and they started killing as much game
as possible in order to trade skins for guns, flints, powder,
blankets, dyes, beads, iron utensils, and assorted odds and ends.
In order to find the rapidly vanishing herds of deer, Indian
hunters made longer and longer trips and often remained away
from their families for several months 24 To these hunters the
relatively untapped Florida wilderness was a virtual “promised
land,” filled with vast numbers of deer, bear, and other game.
It is difficult to ascertain definite reasons for the migration
of the first Lower Creek bands into Florida and their subsequent
settlement. Perhaps this movement was due to reduction of the
herds of deer in Georgia or expansion of white settlers into
Indian territory. Certainly these migrants included some Indians
who did not want anything to do with other Lower Creeks
and who sought a place that was uninhabited by other Indians.
The travels of one of these Lower Creek bands, the Oconee,
has been related in detail by William Bartram. The band had
settled along the Oconee River in Georgia, but because of the
proximity of frontier settlements, had migrated to the lands
held by the Upper Creeks. Unhappy with this place also,
they decided to move southeast towards the Atlantic Ocean. Enroute they saw the plains and the lake at Alachua Prairie and
built the town known as Cuscowilla. At first, tribes allied with
the Spanish gave the newcomers a difficult time, but the arrival
of other Creek bands in the neighborhood forced the Spaniards
24. Carol I. Mason, “Eighteenth Century Culture Change Among the
Lower Creeks,” Florida Anthropologist, XVI (September 1963), 6579; Charles H. Fairbanks, “Some Problems of the Origin of Creek
Pottery,” Florida Anthropologist, XI (June 1959), 53.
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and their Indian friends to retreat into the defensive area around
St. Augustine. 25
During the first Spanish period, Seminole pressure against
white settlements in Florida increased to such a degree the inhabitants of San Marcos de Apalache and St. Augustine were
forced to stay near their respective town limits, and sea contacts replaced land communication between the two places. 26 Cowkeeper (Ahaya) claimed that he had killed eighty-six Spaniards,
and he had his successor as band leader promise to kill fourteen more. 27 Bartram talked to an Indian trader who knew the
Lower Creeks well and learned a possible reason for the Oconee
migration into Florida. The southern Indian bands constantly
needed to change their sites, growing maize and beans exhausted
the soil and they were forced to move to more fertile sites.
Since hostile tribes, Cherokees, Chicasaws, and Choctaws lived
all around the Lower Creeks, the latter sought to migrate to
Florida where there was no need to expect a battle whenever
a change of village sites was contemplated. 28
The largest Seminole camps in Florida during the 1770s
were in present-day Alachua, Leon, and Levy counties. Cuscowilla
in Alachua included some thirty dwellings, a population
of several hundred persons, and a considerable number of Yamasee
slaves. The Seminoles residing there, as indicated by their silver
crucifixes and Spanish words in their speech, showed evidence
29
Under leadership of Cowkeeper,
of contact with the Spanish.
25. Francis Harper, ed., The Travels of William Bartram (New Haven,
1958), 240. According to Porter, “The Founder of the Seminole
Nation,” 381, Bartram really meant the Lower Creeks and not the
Upper Creeks when he stated that the Oconee first moved to the
Creek lands and then southward. So far as can be determined, the
exact site of Cuscowilla has not been located by historians or anthropologists. Thus, in connection with this most famous Seminole
town, there are two mysteries - it is not known where it stood or the
exact date of its establishment. Interview with John Goggin, Gainesville, Florida, October 1962.
26. James W. Covington, ed., “The British Meet the Seminoles,” Contributions of the Florida State Museum, Social Sciences Number 7
(Gainesville, 1961), 3.
27. John T. Sprague, The Origin, Progress, and Conclusion of the Florida
War (New York, 1848), 19. See also facsimile edition with introduction by John K. Mahon (Gainesville, 1964).
28. Harper, Travels of William Bartram, 247.
29. For an account concerning Spanish loan words see William C. Sturtevant, “Spanish-Indian Relations in Southeastern North America,”
Ethnohistory, IX (Winter 1962), 50-53.
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the villagers raised many cattle and horses. 30 Talhasochte was
on the banks of the Suwannee River in present-day Levy County.
Under jurisdiction of White King, the village contained approximately the same number of houses as Cuscowilla. 31 These Indians
were excellent boatmen. They built cypress canoes which could
hold as many as twenty or thirty men, and they made frequent
trips to the Florida Keys, the Bahamas, and Cuba. On the excursions to Cuba they traded deer skins, furs, dried fish, honey,
and bear oil for cigars, coffee, rum, and sugar. 32
These early bands were non-Muskogee-speaking peoples; they
were principally Hitchiti and Oconee, but they also included
remnants of other tribes. Shortly after 1750, Muskogee-speaking
peoples arrived from the North and settled near the earlier
arrivals. 33 These Indians scattered throughout northern Florida,
the Apalachicola River, Tallahassee, the lower Suwannee, the Alachua Prairie, and along the stretches of the St. Johns River.
The Seminoles settled in “towns . . . each a political unit with
little sense of commonness.” 34 During these early years they
were considered part of the Creek Confederacy, and they maintained political ties with their counterparts in Alabama and
Georgia. Due to poor communication, however, these ties lost
their value.
Since early Seminoles were really Lower Creeks living in
Florida, a review of the Creek form of government is in order.
The primary unit, the village, averaged about 360 persons
apiece; its highest official was a chief, chosen by the town council from one clan. Since selection of the leader was restricted
to persons from one clan, the position might be deemed heredi30.

31.

32.
33.
34.

Cowkeeper, accompanied by forty-five warriors, came to Florida with
James Oglethorpe in 1740, when the English attempted to seize the
Castillo de San Marcos. The Saint Augustine Expedition of 1740, A
Report to the South Carolina General Assembly (Columbia, 1954),
55.
Little is known concerning the date when Talahasochte was founded.
Sprague. The Florida War, 19, states that the second band to come
to Florida was the one led by Micco Hadjo which settled at Tallahassee.
Harper, Travels of William Bartram, 143.
For a survey of early Seminole settlements and research problems
see John M. Goggin, “Seminole Pottery,” Indian and Spanish Selected
Writings (Coral Gables, 1964), 180-213.
John M. Goggin “Source Materials for the Study of the Florida Seminole Indians,” Mimeographed Laboratory Notes 3 (Anthropology Laboratory, Gainesville, Florida, August 1959), 1.
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tary, although the chief could be impeached and removed by the
council. 35 Duties of the town chief included issuing invitations
to feasts and dances, receiving envoys, and presiding at the town
council. Other officials included the vice chief, assistant leaders,
ceremonial leaders, and the war speaker. All of these officials,
including the top two classes of warriors, were members of the
town council. Although officials were chosen from a certain clan,
they had to possess the ability and skill to retain their positions.
Relations between the English authorities in East Florida and
the Seminoles were peaceful and generally friendly. A treaty was
signed with the Indians in 1765, and another important conference was held at Picolata in 1767. Of the thirty leaders who
signed the Treaty of Picolata in 1765, only two were listed as
coming from Forida - the rest represented villages in Georgia.
Cowkeeper, leader of the Alachua band, was given a great medal
to denote England’s appreciation of his friendship, but Tonabe
from Apalache Old Field (Tallahassee) received nothing at all. 36
The Lower Creeks and Yamassees were bitter enemies, and
several Creek raids were made against Yamasee villages located
near Spanish settlements. The English encouraged these raids and
supplied muskets and pikes for attacks against the settlements
near Apalache and St. Augustine. In 1728, Colonel John Palmer
lead 100 whites and 100 Indians from South Carolina and burned
the Yamasee settlement at Nombre de Dios. 37 In 1735, a band
composed of Tallapoosas and Yuchis raided Picolata, destroying
the place and forcing the Yamasees and Timucuans living there
to flee to St. Augustine. 38
According to accounts given by the Creeks to the English,
the last band of the Yamasees was trapped in a bend of the
St. Johns River, and, except for some forty or fifty men, was
35. Driver, Indians of North America, 345, 400-01.
36. For accounts of the 1765 and 1767 conferences, see “The British
Meet the Seminoles,” 18-37 and 42-56; John Bartram, “Diary of a
Journey Through the Carolinas, Georgia and Florida,” Transactions
of the American Philosophical Society, New Series, XXXIII (Philadelphia, 1942), Pt. One, 1-120; John R. Alden, John Stuart and the
Southern Frontier (Ann Arbor, 1944), 201-40; Charles L. Mowat,
East Florida as a British Province 1763-1784 (Berkeley, 1943),
passim; James W. Covington, “British Gifts to the Indians: 17651766,” Florida Anthropologist, XIII (September 1960), 71-75.
37. Authur Middleton to Duke of Newcastle, June 13, 1728, PRO:CO
5/387, No. 81.
38. TePaske, Governorship of Spanish Florida, 210.
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virtually exterminated. William Bartram saw the place where the
Yamasees were supposedly buried. 39 According to a Seminole
tradition, Seminoles had killed the Yamasee men and had married
their women. 40 When a Seminole appeared to be unusually dark,
it was believed that “his Yamasee blood was showing.” In 1773,
Bartram noted that many Yamasee slaves captured by Cowkeeper
were still alive and were being fairly well treated. 41 Children
born to the Yamasee slaves and those of mixed parentage were
not considered slaves.
In 1783, Florida was returned to Spanish rule. During the
twenty-year period, Panton, Leslie and Company had developed
a monopoly of Indian trade, and, by use of bribes the firm
was able to retain the major portion of the trade after the
Spanish returned to Florida. Spanish officials recognized the importance of the fur trade, and this industry became the principal
economic activity of the colony. In William Panton’s Pensacola
store, situated on a hill behind the town, the Indians traded
deerskins for powder, shot, paint, metal goods, and salt. 42 On
May 31 and June 1, 1784, a conference attended by Governor
Arturo O'Neill of West Florida, Governor Estevan Miro of Louisiana, and Alexander McGillivray, the part white Creek chief,
set fur and hide prices. 43
Patrick Tonyn, the last governor of British East Florida, helped
his Spanish successor, Governor Vicente Manuel de Zespedes,
gain the friendship of the Florida Indians. Within a short time,
as a result, these Indians were no longer anti-Spanish as they
had been some twenty years earlier. The death of pro-British
Cowkeeper in March 1784, had much to do with this state
of affairs. Two conferences were held with the Lower Creeks
and Seminoles at St. Augustine in 1784. The Indians stated
that they wanted the continuation of the trading stores on the
3 9 . Harper, Travels of William Bartram, 88, 308.
4 0 . Interview with Captain Daniel Burch, Pensacola Gazette, October
9, 1824.
41. H a r p e r , T r a v e l s o f W i l l i a m B a r t r a m , 1 8 5 - 8 6 . M y e r M . C o h e n
claimed that the Ocklawaha band was composed of Yamasee descendants. Myer M. Cohen, Notices of Florida and the Campaigns
(Charleston, 1836), 33. See also facsimile edition with introduction by O. Z. Tyler, Jr. (Gainesville, 1964).
4 2 . Lyle N. McAlister, “Pensacola During the Second Spanish Period,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXVII (January 1959), 301.
4 3 . Ibid., 295; Caughey, McGillivray of the Creeks, 75.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol46/iss4/1

52

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 46, Issue 4
S EMINOLE M IGRATION I NTO F LORIDA , 1700-1820 351
St. Johns River, St. Marks, and Pensacola; they hoped that the
maintenance of these stores would reduce the visits of their young
men to St. Augustine. 44
The basis of the Indian economy at this time depended upon
their traffic in deer skins. The warriors made lengthy trips
during the fall and winter to secure the hides which were exchanged at the trading posts for guns, clothing, whiskey, and
other commodities. The women stayed at home working the fields,
tending the cattle and horses, and waiting for the males to return from their long jaunts. 45 One such hunting party, after spending some six months in the field, came into St. Augustine in
1818 to barter their wares - bear, deer, and panther skins and
bear fat. 46 After the trading, the men were seen in all parts
of the town in various stages of durnkenness caused by the
potent Cuban rum. Later, the warriors returned to their camp
site with a barrel of rum and whiskey for the women so that
the latter could have their own round of drinks. 47
The bands moving into Florida were divided into two groups
speaking “the related but not mutually intelligible, Muskogee
(Creek) and Mikasuki (Hitchiti) languages.” It was difficult to
identify a person or even a band as being Muskogee or Mikasuki.
The vast majority of personal names listed in books and papers
pertaining to the period were given in Muskogee, but some of
these persons listed were known definitely to have been Mikasuki.
Probably many persons spoke both languages, but the interpreters used Muskogee as the official language in transacting business
with the whites and the Mikasukis. The reason for this was that
more people knew Muskogee than Mikasuki. 48
Caughey, McGillivray of the Creeks, 25-26, 74-75. A list of prices
is contained in John W. Caughey, “Alexander McGillivray and the
Creek Crisis, 1783-1784,” New Spain and the Anglo-American West,
I (Los Angeles, 1932), 285-86. See also Helen Hornbeck Tanner,
Zespedes in East Florida, 1784-1790 (Coral Gables, 1963), 57-58.
45. Charles H. Fairbanks, “Excavations at Horseshoe Bend, Alabama,”
Florida Anthropologist, XV (June 1962), 51-52; Mason, “Eighteenth
Century Culture Change Among the Lower Creeks,” 65-80.
46. Anonymous, Narrative of a Voyage to the Spainsh Main (London,
1819), 164. Part of this account has been reprinted in the article
by John W. Griffin, ed., “Some Comments on the Seminole in 1818,”
Florida Anthropologist, X (November 1957), 41-49.
4 7 . Ibid., 175-76.
4 8 . Sturtevant, “Chakaika and the ‘Spanish Indians’,” 67-68.
44.
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In addition to the visits to St. Augustine, Pensacola, and St.
Marks, the greatest points of contact between whites and Seminoles was at the various fishing ranches established by fishermen
from Cuba. During the eighteenth century fishing companies
operating from Havana sent vessels to the lower Gulf coast of
Florida. The fishermen worked in the area during the season
which lasted from September to March, and they dried and salted
their catch in semi-permanent camps known as ranchos located on
the coastal islands. Some fishermen worked for the various companies during the fishing season, and preferring not to return to
Cuba, they cultivated vegetable gardens during the remainder of
the year. Sometimes they obtained additional revenue by selling
corn, peas, and melons to other fishermen. 49
It was not the custom to take white women to the ranchos,
and the resident fishermen acquired as mates women from
the bands which roamed about the area. These unions were
regarded as legally binding in Cuba, and the children were
taken to Cuba, where they were baptized and educated. 50 In
1831, William Whitehead, collector of customs at Key West,
visited Charlotte Harbor, the center of the fishing ranch activities.
He found 134 men; half of these were Indians, including thirty
Seminole women and from fifty to 100 children. 51 Relations between Seminole men and the whites living along the coast were
congenial. Several full-blood Seminoles worked as crew members
aboard the fishing vessels and were acknowledged as capable
sailors. A few plantations were established near Caximbus Sound
and Seminoles were employed as farm hands. Some Seminoles captured wild birds, which they put into willow cages and sent them
to Havana, via the fishermen to be sold. 52
Gradually the Indians pushed deeper into Florida. From
available evidence it appears that prior to 1800 no Seminole
villages were located south of Tampa Bay. The Indians used
49. James W. Covington, “Trade Relations between Southwestern Florida
and Cuba, 1600-1840,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXVIII (October 1955), 114-28.
5 0 . J a m e s W . C o v i n g t o n , e d . , “A Petition from Some Latin-American
Fishermen, 1838,” Teguesta, XIV (1954), 62.
51. Thelma Peters, ed., “William Adee Whitehead’s Reminiscences of Key
West,” Tequesta, XXV (1965), 38.
52. John Lee Williams, The Territory of Florida (New York, 1837), 26.
See also facsimile edition with introduction by Herbert J. Doherty,
Jr. (Gainesville, 1962).
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South Florida as a hunting ground and carried with them
“small bundles of sticks made of the sweetbay trees, which
they used in roasting their meat” because it imparted such
“a pleasant flavour.” 53 Sometimes scattered groups of Seminoles searched along the Atlantic coast for items washed ashore
from ships wrecked along the beach. 54
In 1783, Joseph Antonio de Evia was ordered by Spanish
authorities to chart the Florida coastal waters. At Tampa Bay,
he stopped and talked to some Yuchis, Tallapoosas, and
Choctaws who stated that they had travelled by horseback for
five days to hunt deer in the area. They hoped to exchange
the deerskins for guns, powder, and dry goods with the
English. 55 Since the nearest English posts were at Nassau and
Canada, the Indians probably were referring to the Panton,
Leslie company at Pensacola.
Ten years later, Vicente Folch y Juan examined the same area
in order to see if an outpost should be established. At Tampa Bay
he explored the shoreline and found two Indian villages, Cascavela
and Anattylaica. Judging from available evidence, these villages
were semi-permanent in nature, and during part of the year the
inhabitants hunted and trapped the abundant wildlife found in
the area. They then carried the skins to St. Augustine, St. Marks,
or Pensacola, where they exchanged them for blankets, shirts,
beads, saddles, flints, and other items. The Indians said they
would welcome the establishment of a trading post at Tampa Bay,
and their visits to the northern trading posts depended upon
the area in which the hunting parties operated. 56
53.

William H. Simmons, Notices of East Florida with an Account of the
Seminole Nation of Indians by a Recent Traveller in the Province
(Charleston, 1822), 25.
54. James Grant Forbes, Sketches, Historical and Topographical of the
Floridas: More Particularly of East Florida (New York, 1821), 103,
105. See also facsimile edition with introduction by James W. Covington (Gainesville, 1964).
55. Jack D. L. Holmes, “Two Spanish Expeditions to Southwest Florida,
1783-1793,” Tequesta, XXV (1965), 102. The 1757 map of Tampa
Bay, drawn by Francisco Maria Celi, shows one Indian village along
the southern shore. Charles W. Arnade, “Three Early Spanish Tampa
Bay Maps,” Tequesta, XXV (1965), 88.
56. Holmes, “Spanish Expeditions to Southwest Florida,” 105-06. In
1814, 1819, and 1820, Indian leaders from Tampa Bay were reported to have visited Havana, Sturtevant, “Chakaika and the ‘Spanish
Indians’,” 38-39.
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As more and more Creeks moved into Florida, where they
were known as Seminoles, they were welcomed by the Spanish. 57
Spain was extremely weak at this time and the Spanish governor
based his hopes for holding St. Augustine on the Seminoles. 58
Sometimes the Indians returned to their former haunts in
Georgia to trade their beef, deer meat, and hides for guns and
ammunition at the St. Marys River towns. On occasion they
raided Georgia towns, robbing and killing as they went, and
then retreating to a sanctuary in Florida. 59 The whites in Georgia
did their best to hamper these raids. They attacked Indian villages
in Florida, carrying off assorted loot and Negro slaves, and
forcing the Seminoles southward and westward away from the
eastern Georgia border zone.
The third phase of the Seminole migration into Florida
came in the period between 1812 and 1820, at which time
approximately 2,000 or more Upper and Lower Creeks emigrated in from Alabama and Georgia. Many of these Indians
had suffered crushing defeats in Alabama and Georgia and
sought refuge in Spanish Florida. Increasing white raids
eventually forced these Indians to move further south, and
several scattered permanent villages were to be found about
Tampa Bay. There were one or two as far south as Biscayne
Bay on the Atlantic.
In 1813, a force of Tennessee and Georgia militiamen
moved into the Alachua settlement and other nearby places,
burning 386 Indian homes and seizing nearly 2,000 bushels
of corn, 300 horses, and 400 head of cattle. 60 Payne, successor of Cowkeeper and principal leader of Alachua, died
several months after the raid, and his family and associates
- a party of twenty persons - migrated south to Cape Florida
For a discussion of Seminole leadership see James W. Covington,
“White Control of Seminole Leadership,” Florida Anthropologist,
XVII (September 1965), 137-46, and James W. Covington, “Apalachicola Seminole Leadership: 1820-1833," Florida Anthropologist,
XVI (June 1963), 57-62.
58. Rembert W. Patrick, Florida Fiasco (Athens, 1954), 142-43.
59. Tanner, Zespedes in East Florida, 100. For the problem from the
Spanish governor’s point of view see Richard K. Murdock, “Indian
Presents: To Give or Not To Give, Governor White’s Quandary,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XXXV (April 1957), 326-46.
60. Patrick, Florida Fiasco, 233-34; Kenneth W. Porter, “The Cowkeeper
Dynasty of the Seminole Nation,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XXX
(April 1952), 345.
57.
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where they remained for several years. 61 After the destruction
of food supplies at Alachua, the so-called royal family, acting
under the leadership of Bowlegs moved the village west to the
banks of the Suwannee River. Another village, established some
twenty miles from Tampa Bay, was populated by Alachua refugees. 62
In March 1814, Andrew Jackson and nearly 3,000 Tennessee militiamen defeated the Upper Creeks at the Battle of
Horseshoe Bend. More than 800 warriors were killed, and those
who were able to escape from the debacle, some 1,000 led by
Peter McQueen and Francis the Prophet, fled into Spanish
Florida near Pensacola. 63 The British, who were then allies of the
Spanish, contacted the Creeks near the mouth of the Apalachicola. 64 They gave them arms and supplied food to those who were
living in the swamps near Pensacola. After some ill-fated relations with the English, Francis moved his band to a spot near
St. Marks. Some Tallapoosas made their homes along the Suwannee. They were joined by others from the Coosa River villages
who settled on the eastern side of the Suwannee’s mouth.
Upper Creek refugees living in North Florida continued
to raid the exposed frontier posts and settlements in South
Georgia, and the United States renewed action against them.
In the spring of 1818, Andrew Jackson advanced into Florida
by way of the Apalachicola River. Advancing in a southeasterly direction,
Jackson used his “discretionary power”
to destroy a number of Creek villages. 65 After capturing St.
Marks and executing Francis the Prophet, Jackson took Bowlegs’ village on the banks of the Suwannee, and the refugees
61. Mark F. Boyd, “Horatio S. Dexter,” Florida Anthropologist, XI (September 1958), 82. For a discussion concerning another band see
Kenneth W. Porter, “Origins of the St. John’s River Seminole; Were
They Mikasuki?” Florida Anthropologist, IV (November 1951),
39-45.
62. Kenneth W. Porter, “Thlonoto-sassa: A Note on an Obscure Seminole
Village of the Early 1820s,” Florida Anthropologist, XIII (December
1960), 118.
63. Thomas P. Abernethy, The South in the New Nation, 1789-1819
(Baton Rouge, 1961), 370.
6 4 . J o h n K . M a h o n , “British Strategy and Southern Indians: War of
1812,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLIV (April 1966), 291.
65. James Parton, Life of Andrew Jackson, II (New York, 1860), 14950.
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fled southeastward to Pe-lac-le-ke-ha. 66 On the march from
St. Marks to the Suwannee, Lower Creek auxiliaries led by
Major T. S. Woodward attacked Peter McQueen’s village
on the Econfina River. Thirty-seven warriors were killed and
about 100 were captured, but Peter McQueen and 200 more
made their escape. It was believed that this band moved southward to a place below Tampa Bay. 67
In 1823, Captain Horatio S. Dexter made an extensive
tour of Central Florida and noted how the scattered bands
of Seminoles had moved southward. He found settlements
near Tampa Bay and an abandoned plantation in present day
Polk County which had been operated by Oponney. This Indian
owned twenty slaves, a two-story house, a peach orchard, and
extensive fields. When Oponney died, his son destroyed the
house, and moved $7,000 in hard coin and 100 head of horses
to a new location west of the Suwannee River. 68 Due to raids
by the Cowetas who came to steal slaves, horses, and cattle, some
bands moved about searching for better defensive positions. Dexter
said that the hunting area of the Seminoles commenced at
Tampa Bay and extended southward to the tip of the Florida
peninsula. The crossing place of the Alafia River was called the
scattering group for it was here that the large bands separated
into smaller units.
In 1822, John R. Bell, acting Seminole Indian agent,
compiled a list of all the principal Indian bands in Florida.
Of the thirty-five listed, only five are placed at Tampa Bay
or south of it. Most of the towns listed by Bell had been
named and located by several Seminole leaders in talks with
Andrew Jackson at Pensacola in 1821. 69
Ibid., 460; Porter, “Cowkeeper Dynasty,” 345. According to a report from the Washington National Intelligencer and published in
Niles’ Weekly Register, November 15, 1817, the Indians, with the
exception of the Alachua inhabitants who moved to the mouth of the
Suwannee River, did not live in villages but moved about in hunting
parties. According to this report, some runaway Negro slaves lived on
the islands along the west coast of Florida, but there were no settlements of Indians or Negroes along the Atlantic coast.
67. Mark F. Boyd, “Asi-Yaholo or Osceola,” Florida Historical Quarterly,
XXXIII (January 1955), 257-58.
68. Boyd, “Horatio S. Dexter,” 91.
69. Clarence E. Carter, ed., The Territorial Papers of the United States:
The Territory of Florida, (Washington, 1956), XXII, 463-65.
66.
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When the Treaty of Moultrie Creek was signed in September 1823, the migration of the Seminoles into central and
southern Florida accelerated, and within a short time there
was a considerable number of bands in the area. Yet most
of the major battles of the Second Seminole War took place
above Tampa and not to the south of it.
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SECESSION OF FLORIDA FROM THE UNIONA MINORITY DECISION?
by J OHN F. R EIGER

I

1860 THE MAJORITY of white Floridians probably assumed
that a victory for Republicanism would put in power those
who would oppress the South. With the election of Lincoln,
many Floridians believed secession the only alternative to
northern domination. Others, however, refused to believe it.
The most important group in Florida that hoped to stave
off secession was the Constitutional Union Party and its
supporters - the Lake City Independent Press, the Marianna
Enterprise, the Milton Courier, the Pensacola Gazette, and
the Tallahassee Florida Sentinel. 1 The party and its advocates
readily acknowledged alleged “wrongs inflicted on the South,”
but nevertheless advocated “pacific, rational, and judicial
methods for righting these wrongs.” 2 The party held its state
convention in Quincy on June 27, 1860. Delegates from twentyseven counties attended. The national candidates of the party,
John Bell of Tennessee for president and Edward Everett of
Massachusetts for vice-president, and the national party platform
- “the Constitution of the Country, the Union of the States,
and the enforcement of the laws” - were endorsed by the convention. The party nominated Edward A. Hopkins of Duval County
as candidate for governor and Benjamin F. Allen of Leon County,
editor of the Tallahassee Sentinel, for Congress. 3 The Constitutional Unionists, made up mostly of planters, conservative DemoN

1. Fernandina Weekly East Floridian, July 26, 1860. These journals had
formerly been Whig papers and except for the Lake City paper all
were in West Florida. One paper, the Jacksonville Mirror, supported
Stephen A. Douglas, the Northern Democratic candidate, for president. For a history of contemporary Florida journalism see Horance
Gibbs Davis, Jr., “Florida Journalism During the Civil War” (unpublished Master’s thesis, U n i v e r s i t y o f F l o r i d a , 1 9 5 2 ) ; J . P e n d l e t o n
(Gaines, Jr., “A Century in Florida Journalism” (unpublished Master’s thesis, University of Florida, 1949).
2. Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, April 14, 1860, quoted in William
Watson Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida (New
York, 1913), 39. See also facsimile edition with introduction by
Fletcher M. Green (Gainesville, 1964).
3. Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, June 30, 1860.
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crats, and old-line Whigs, had for their opponents the radical,
secessionist Democrats and most of the influential newspapers
of the state. They were prepared to wage an intensive political campaign in an effort to take political power from the
radical Democrats.
The Democrats had already held their state convention in
Tallahassee on April 9, 1860, to appoint delegates to the
national convention at Charleston. 4 Nineteen of the thirtyseven counties were present or represented by proxy. The convention adopted resolutions stating that Negro slavery was an unalterable domestic institution, and that Congress had an obligation
to protect the institution in the territories and strictly enforce
the fugitive slave law. 5 A second Democratic convention met
in Quincy, June 4. Secession was declared preferable to northern
domination, and John Milton, a Jackson County planter, was
named Democratic gubernatorial candidate on the twenty-third
ballot after a fiery contest. 6 R. B. Hilton of Leon County was
nominated for congress.
In the struggle for political supremacy, the secessionist
Democrats had most of the advantages. Madison Starke Perry,
the incumbent governor, was a radical, as were most members
of the state legislature. Secessionist Democrats controlled the
political machinery of the state and were able to exert tremendous pressure in favor of disunion. The radical Democrats
also had the overwhelming support of the press. If five Florida
papers supported the Constitutional Unionists, the Democrats
had the backing of sixteen journals, including the most influential,
and they used this press support effectively. According to the
Quincy Republican the following Florida papers supported the
Democratic tickets in 1860: Pensacola T r i b u n e , Marianna
Patriot, Apalachicola Times, Quincy Republican, Tallahassee
Floridian, Monticello Family Friend, Madison Messenger, New4. The delegates were Thomas Jefferson Eppes, B. F. Wardlaw, John
Milton, C. E. Dyke, James B. Owens, and G. L. Bowne.
5. Fernandina Weekly East Floridian, April 19, 1860; Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, April 14, 1860.
6. Milton was also appointed as a delegate to attend the Southern Democratic convention which was to be held at Richmond, Virginia. See
William Lamar Gammon, III, “Governor John Milton of Florida,
Confederate States of America” (unpublished Master’s thesis, University of Florida, 1948), 61-62.
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nansville Dispatch, Ocala Home Companion, Lake City Herald,
Jacksonville Standard, Cedar Keys Telegraph, Fernandina East
Floridian, Tampa Peninsular, St. Augustine Examiner, and Key
West Key of the Gulf. One, the Fernandina East Floridian, declared that dismemberment of the Union was only a matter of
time, and that the South “is as well-prepared for that grave issue
now, as she will be one or ten years hence.” 7
With both political leaders and press exhorting the people
to view secession as the only alternative to northern oppression,
and to consider anyone holding a moderate position as a coward
or worse, something approaching hysteria began to sweep the state.
Leading Unionists, like former Governor Richard Keith Call, were
labeled “submissionists,” 8 and “Union Shriekers,” 9 while other
pro-Union citizens were beaten and driven out of the state. One
of the worst examples of this emotionalism was the case of Unionist William Hollingworth, who was fired on at night and seriously
wounded by fanatics calling themselves “regulators.” 10 The purpose of these extra-legal bodies was to seek out and destroy all proUnion sentiment.
Under these conditions it is not surprising that the Democrats won the state elections. What is surprising is that the
vote was not more disproportionate. John Milton, the Democratic gubernatorial candidate, defeated Edward Hopkins, the
Constitutional Unionist candidate, by a vote of 6,994 to
5,248. 11 This narrow margin indicates that a very large minority
of Floridians still favored the ideal of Union. The Democrats
did carry their other races with large majorities and maintained
a safe majority in both houses of the General Assembly. 12 The
results of the national election of November 6, 1860, also reveal
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Davis, “Florida Journalism During the Civil War,” 18-20. See also
Fernandina Weekly East Floridian, May 10, 1860.
Ellen Call Long, Florida Breezes; or, Florida, New and Old (Jacksonville, 1883), 283. See also facsimile edition with introduction
by Margaret L. Chapman (Gainesville, 1962).
Key West Key of the Gulf, September 1, 1860.
Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida, 43.
Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, November 17, December 3, 1860;
John E. Johns, Florida During the Civil War (Gainesville, 1963),
10.
Milton’s majority of 1,746 votes in 1860 was four times that of
Governor Perry over his Know-Nothing opponent in 1856. Perry
interpreted this result as conclusive evidence of Florida’s readiness
to secede should Lincoln be elected. See Dorothy Dodd, “The Secession Movement in Florida, 1850-1861. Part II,” Florida Historical
Quarterly, XII (October 1933), 50.
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the continuing presence of a huge pro-Union minority in Florida. The Breckinridge and Lane (Southern Democratic) ticket
carried the state with 8,543 votes, while the Bell and Everett
(Constitutional Unionist) platform received 5,437 votes. Douglas
and Johnson (Northern Democrats) received only 367 votes 13
and Lincoln and Hamlin (Republicans) none. 14 While it cannot
be asserted that every vote for Breckinridge was a vote for secession, it seems safe to assume that a vote for Bell or Douglas was a
vote for Union under the constitution.
That Lincoln received no support in Florida is hardly surprising. But why was Stephen A. Douglas only able to obtain
an insignificant 367 votes? The answer probably lies in his
Freeport Doctrine which stated that though slavery might be
“legal” in a territory it could not exist where the people failed
to enact legislation “friendly” to it. Thus, in spite of the Dred
Scott decision, the people of a territory might still exclude
slavery. The statements made by Douglas at Freeport destroyed
any chance he might have had in Florida, because the people
of that state demanded complete protection for their “peculiar
institution” - supported,
as it was, by the labor of almost
62,000 slaves. 15 Douglas’ 367 votes were probably cast by
recent settlers from the North whose political views were Democratic but whose social traditions were anti-slavery.
What is most significant about the elections is that of a
total of 14,347 votes cast, the Breckinridge and Lane majority
was only 1,369. When one considers the emotional campaign
waged by the radical Democrats, and the fact that their cause
was aided by the state’s political leaders, by the most influential
of Florida’s newspapers, and by the demoralizing effects on the
conservatives of the defeat of the Constitutional Unionists in
recent state elections, the results of the national election may
be interpreted as a manifestation of continuing, strong pro-Union
sentiment in the Peninsula State.
Abraham Lincoln may not have received a single vote in
Florida, but he won the North and far West, and with them the
13. Dodd, “Secession Movement in Florida,” 51.
14. Edwin L. Williams, Jr., “Florida in the Union, 1845-1861” (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of North Carolina, 1951), 555.
15. Eighth Census of the United States: 1860, Agriculture, 225. The
number of slaves in 1860 was 61,745. There were 1,177 slaveholders in the state who owned fifteen or more slaves. See ibid., 247.
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presidency. Now that the “Black Republicans” were elected, Florida’s radical press clamored for immediate secession. A week after
the election, the headlines of the Fernandina East Floridian
read: “Secession of the State of Florida. Dissolution of the
Union. Formation of a Southern Confederacy.” The editor told
his readers: “THE TIME HAS COME - Lincoln is elected. . . .
Throw doubt and indecision to the winds. . . . The requisite
steps should be taken promptly by the Legislature for the arming
and equipment of every able-bodied man. . . . The irrepressible
conflict has commenced. We must meet it manfully and brave16
ly. . . . FLORIDA WILL SECEDE.”
Events now moved rapidly. On November 26, 1860,
Florida’s General Assembly convened in regular session. The next
day Governor Perry delivered his message to the legislature: “The
crisis, long expected by men of observation and reflection, has
at length come. . . . The only hope the Southern states have for
domestic peace . . . or for future respectability and prosperity,
is dependent on their action now; and that the proper action is
-Secession from our faithless, perjured confederates. But some
Southern men. . . . object to secession until some overt act of
unconstitutional power shall have been committed. . . . If we
wait for such an overt act, our fate will be that of the white
inhabitants of St. Domingo 17 . . . . I most earnestly recommend
a call of a Convention of the people of the State, at an early
day, to take such action as in their judgment may be necessary. . .” 18
When the bill recommending a convention to consider secession was presented to the legislature on November 28, it passed
unanimously. 19 Two days later Governor Perry signed it
into law and issued a proclamation calling for elections to be
held on December 22 to select delegates for the convention
scheduled to meet in Tallahassee on January 3, 1861.
The radicals, now in political control of the state, did everything in their power to insure election of secessionist delegates.
Fernandina Weekly East Floridian, November 14, 1860.
This is a reference to the slave rebellion led by Toussaint L’Ouverture which occurred at the time of the French Revolution.
18. Governor’s message, Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, December 1,
1860.
19. Journal of the Proceedings of the Senate of the General Assembly of
the State of Florida, 1855-1865 (Tallahassee, 1855-1866), 1860,
15. See also the Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, December 8, 1860.
16.
17.
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To no avail, the opposition denounced secession as “treason
against our Constitutional government.” 20 Undoubtedly, a large
segment of the population was intimidated to the point of not
voting at all. A Union refugee later remembered that pro-secession leaders of the state had “used the most shameless and unconcealed intimidation, declaring boldly that no Union candidate
should ever be nominated.” 21 John Francis Tenney, a Northerner who left Florida on the eve of the Civil War, later noted:
“Florida voted herself out of the Union along with the other
states, but would not have done so if a fair election could have
been held. There was an undoubted majority of the people who
desired to remain in the Union. The secession craze carried
everything before it. The election machinery was all in the
hands of the secessionists, who manipulated the election to suit
their end.” 22
Popular opinion by December 1860 had become so inflamed
that the Unionists wondered if it was wise to continue open opposition. 23 Yet in spite of the radicals’ attempts to wipe out all
pro-Union sentiment, Florida’s Unionists remained active. On
the morning of election day, December 22, a letter by Governor
Call appeared in the Tallahassee Sentinel in which he expressed
hope that “reason may not be dethroned by passion that no attempt
will be made rashly to strike the American flag - that no attempt
will be made to declare Florida a Nation alien and foreign to the
American people.” 24 Call’s appeal was ineffectual. Few except
“the honest countrymen would listen [now] but . . . they have lost
the power to denounce, and none know how long their [national]
patriotism can withstand this fanfaronade of threats and braggadocio.” 25
The proceedings of the convention would soon reveal that
the delegates elected represented a great victory for the radicals.
In the twelve-day period after the elections and before the convention began, the secessionist press continued to clamor for
20. Richard Keith Call, An Address To The People. of Florida, From
Gen. R. K. Call, December 1, 1860 (Tallahassee, 1860), n. p.
21. New York Tribune, February 20, 1864.
22. John Francis Tenney, Slavery, Secession and Success. The Memoirs
of a Florida Pioneer (San Antonio, 1934), 15.
23. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., Richard Keith Call: Southern Unionist
(Gainesville, 1961), 157.
24. Tallahassee Sentinel, December 22, 1860.
25. Long, Florida Breezes, 283.
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disunion. The editor of the St. Augustine Examiner confidently
told his readers: “Our political sky as we enter upon a new year
is overcast with clouds indicating a political tempest; and along
the northern horizon is written the demon declaration - ‘IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT!’ Well, let it come and with stout
hearts and armed nerves in defiance of freemen’s rights, we will
encounter it.” 26
Because of poor traveling conditions, not all the delegates
were able to reach Tallahassee on the scheduled date, and those
present decided to adjourn until Saturday, January 5. Friday,
January 4, had been proclaimed by President Buchanan as a day
for fasting and prayers for peace, but the rector of St. John’s
Church in Tallahassee used the occasion to preach a sermon endorsing secession. Francis H. Rutledge, Episcopal bishop of
Florida, announced that as a South Carolinian by birth he had
already seceded with his native state. 27 From the moment the
convention was called to order, it was obvious that the great
majority of delegates had assembled to decide, not whether
Florida should secede, but rather how she would secede. On
this first day, John C. McGehee, a radical slaveholder from
Madison County who was elected president, quickly appointed
committees to recommend methods for altering Florida’s constitution to allow her to become politically independent of the United
States. 28
On the second day, two proposals for accomplishing secession were presented. The first was that of George W. Parkhill, a prominent Leon County planter. He thought the convention should act quickly on secession and then present its
findings to a popular vote-but only after Alabama and Georgia
had taken definite action on the question of secession. The delegates were in too much of a hurry to give this conservative plan
serious consideration, and it was promptly tabled. The second
plan was presented by McQueen McIntosh of Apalachicola,
who had resigned his federal judgeship upon the election of
Lincoln. He expressed his belief that secession was a constitutional
26. St. Augustine Examiner, December 29, 1860.
27. Dodd, “Secession Movement in Florida,” 60.
28. Journal of the Proceedings of the Convention of the People of Florida, Begun and Held at the Capitol in the City of Tallahassee, on
Thursday, January 3, A.D. 1861 (Tallahassee, 1861), 6 ff. Hereafter referred to as Journal of the Proceedings of the Convention.
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right, that “existing causes are such as to compel the State . . . to
exercise that right,” and that the convention represented the
people of Florida and had the right to act for them. Though
this plan was also tabled, President McGehee ordered 100 copies
printed and circulated. Further consideration of secession plans
was postponed until the following Monday, January 7. 29
As scheduled, the convention reconvened on the latter
date, but before considering which of the two plans of secession
would be approved, the delegates heard speeches made by three
well-known secessionists: Edward C. Bullock, commissioner from
Alabama, Leonidas W. Spratt, commissioner from South Carolina,
and the most vehement “fire-eater” of them all, the man who
would soon have the dubious honor of firing the first shot
against Fort Sumter - Edmund Ruffin of Virginia. 30 After being
thus entertained, the delegates returned to their work, and in a
relatively short time adopted the plan for immediate secession.
The adoption meant that the delegates had decided they could
legally act in the name of the people of Florida, making a popular
vote on secession unnecessary.
The sixty-nine delegates were not unanimous in accepting
either the plan for immediate secession or the prepared ordinance
itself. George T. Ward of Leon County and Abraham K. Allison 31
of Gadsden County were leaders of a faction that wanted to
delay secession until after Alabama and Georgia had seceded, or,
if they did not secede, until the voters of Florida had approved
the ordinance of secession. An amendment to the ordinance including these proposals was presented to the convention, but it
32
Ward then presented a second
lost by forty-two to twenty-seven.
amendment that did away with the referendum, but which would
have forced the convention to wait until Alabama and Georgia
acted on secession. Significantly, the amendment was defeated
by the close vote of thirty-nine to thirty. 33 Three other amend29. Ibid., 14-15.
30. Dorothy Dodd, “Edmund Ruffin’s Account of the Florida Secession
Florida Historical Quarterly, XII (October
Convention, 1861,”
1933), 67-76.
31. Allison became lieutenant governor under Governor John Milton,
and when the latter committed suicide on April 4, 1865, he became
acting governor of Florida.
32. Journal of the Proceedings of the Convention, 31-32.
33. Ibid., 32.
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ments attempting to delay secession were presented. One was a
proposal that would have required the ordinance of secession to
be subjected to a popular vote that was introduced by George
Ward and Jackson Morton of Santa Rosa County, and it was
soundly defeated by a count of forty-one to twenty-six. 34
The votes on these amendments make clear that a large
majority of the delegates were consistently against submitting
secession to a referendum. Was this because they were simply in
a hurry to make Florida the next state on the Confederate banner,
or was it rather because they were afraid that a popular vote
would reveal a strong pro-Union undercurrent in a sea of secession? The question has no certain answer. But one thing is
sure - over half the delegates, as shown by the close vote on the
second amendment, wanted to delay proceedings until moral
support could be obtained from their sister states. The delegates
were, in other words, still hesitant about taking the final step to
“sovereignty.”
When the convention reconvened on January 10, spectators
crowded the hall of the House of Representatives and the corridors outside, expectantly waiting for the final vote on the ordinance of secession. It read as follows:
We, the People of the State of Florida, in Convention
assembled, do solemnly ordain, publish, and declare, That
the State of Florida hereby withdraws herself from the
Confederacy of States existing under the name of the
United States of America; and from the existing government of the said States; and that all political connection
between her and the Government of the said States ought
to be and the same is hereby totally annulled and said
Union of States dissolved, and the State of Florida is
hereby declared a Sovereign and Independent Nation;
and that all ordinances heretofore adopted, in so far as
they create or recognize said Union, are rescinded, and
all laws or parts of laws in force in this State, in so far as
they recognize or assent to said Union, be and they are
hereby repealed. 35
34. Ibid., 33.
35. Ibid., 35.
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After a two-hour debate between radicals and conservatives,
most of those delegates who voted for delay finally decided to
come over to the radical camp. All sixty-nine were present when
the final vote was taken, and all but seven voted for secession.
At exactly twenty-two minutes past twelve in the afternoon,
the clerk declared the ordinance adopted, and “then was heard
from the people who thronged the hall one simultaneous shout
declaratory of the dawn of liberty.” 36 One spectator reported
that “the applause was deafening.” 37
Even at this late moment, Richard Keith Call and his followers had not given up all hope. At the same time the convention’s delegates were taking the fatal vote, pro-Union leaders
of the state were holding a rally at Lake Jackson Church near
Tallahassee. About 400 people, “whose heart beat time to the
music of the Union,” attended, but “only three [of them] had
courage or inclination to go from the capitol, so great the counter
influence, and so fearful was every man of incurring suspicion.” 38 Before the meeting could get under way, “it was reported
that the convention had passed the ordinance, and it only awaited the ceremony of signing to become the law of the land.” Thus,
“the meeting . . . which was intended to call forth and encourage
the Union sentiment, proved but the obsequies of that Union.” 39
Next day, January 11, 1861, on the east portico of the capitol, the formal signing of the ordinance of secession took place.
One observer recalled that “Capitol Square was so crowded you
could see nothing but heads, and the Capitol itself was full of
people looking from the windows.” 40 As the town clock struck
one, the delegates, led by President McGehee, walked out on the
portico, and, one by one, began signing the document. Colonel
George T. Ward, leader of those who hoped to delay secession,
walked up to the table upon which the ordinance lay and holding his pen aloft, said: “When I die I want it inscribed upon
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Jacksonville S o u t h e r n C o n f e d e r a c y , January 16, 1861, quoted i n
New York Herald, January 25, 1861.
Long, Florida Breezes, 306.
Ibid., 306.
Ibid., 307.
Susan Bradford Eppes, Through Some Eventful Years (Macon,
1926), 144-45.
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my tombstone that I was the last man to give up the ship.” 41
Nevertheless, he added his name to the ordinance.
Even now, five of the sixty-nine delegates declined to sign the
document. This fact, however, went unnoticed by the majority
of those present, for they were bent on making Florida a “Sovereign and Independent Nation.” As the last delegate affixed his
signature, “cheer after cheer rent the air.” But in the midst of
the jubilation, one spectator chanced to look towards Richard
Keith Call, and “saw that the tears were streaming down his
face.” 42 For him, and for many others in Florida and the South,
secession was no victory to be wildly celebrated; it was indeed
an event which would “Open the gates of Hell.” 43
41. Ibid., 145. Ward was later to fight and die as a Confederate soldier.
42. Ibid., 146.
43. Johns, Florida During the Civil War, 21.
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CROSS-FLORIDA BARGE CANAL, 1927-1968
by J. RICHARD SEWELL
history of the Cross-Florida Barge
Canal is said to be divided by the enactment of the River
and Harbor Act, signed into law January 21, 1927 by President
Calvin Coolidge. This act authorized the secretary of war to
make a preliminary examination and survey of the “Waterway
from Cumberland Sound, Georgia and Florida, to the Mississippi River,” and it had had the full support of President Harding, Coolidge’s predecessor, who declared himself in favor of
the broadest development of the country’s inland waterways. 1
Henry Holland Buckman, who has been called the “father
confessor” of the present canal project, described this legislation as “the movement which finally resulted in beginning construction of the canal.” 2
Engineering surveys for both a ship and barge canal were
conducted in the early 1930s. A special board of engineers
estimated the cost of a lock ship canal, thirty-five feet deep,
at $223,400,000, and the cost of a lock barge canal, nine feet
deep, at $32,535,000. This board did not recommend immediate
construction, although it pointed out that, “A ship canal would
result in large . . . benefits to waterborne commerce and to
the commerce of the nation, particularly to . . . the states
bordering the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, and the Mississippi Valley.” After considering various routes the board selected Route
13B as the most feasible and practicable. It followed the St.
Johns River from its mouth to Palatka, then generally along
the Oklawaha River to a point near its junction with Silver
Springs Run, across high ground to the Withlacoochee River
near Dunnellon, and finally along the course of the With-

T

HE EARLY AND LATER

1. U. S., Statues at Large, XLIV, Part 1, 1019.
2. Henry Holland Buckman, “Documentary History of the Florida Canal,
1927-1936,” Senate Documents, 74th Cong., 2nd Sess., No. 275, p.
1. Buckman, who developed most of the engineering data to support
the construction of the canal, beginning in the 1920s and up to the
beginning construction of the Cross-Florida Barge Canal in 1964,
was engineering counsel for the Florida Canal Authority. He died
in Jacksonville in March 1968.
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lacoochee River until it enters the Gulf of Mexico near Port
Inglis. 3
While this report was being prepared, local interests applied
to the Federal Public Works Administration under the National
Industrial Relations Act of 1933 for a loan and grant to
construct a ship canal. The P. W. A. felt that the project
constituted “a public necessity” and was of “real social value”;
it estimated the construction cost at $115,000,000 with a lower
depth than the proposed thirty-live feet. 4 An Interdepartmental
Board of Review was appointed by President Roosevelt in April
1934 to examine the widely divergent cost estimates of the canal.
The board approved Route 13B and recommended construction
of a thirty foot sea-level canal, costing $143,000,000. On August 30, 1935, the President authorized $5,000,000 for construction of the canal as a means of providing relief to Florida
citizens and to increase employment in the state. Additional
work-relief funds amounting to $400,000 were subsequently
made available for this work. While the United States Corps of
Engineers apparently could not recommend construction on the
usual economic return basis, the President was willing to start
work since it would create jobs. 5
There was a strong push for construction of the canal
during this period. Typical of the articles appearing in many
Florida and national magazines and journals was the one
which asked, “Why delay the building of the Gulf-Atlantic ship
canal across the state of Florida? If there is a single project
that fits all of these requirements in the President’s public-works
program it is this Florida ship canal. It will put 30,000 men to
work. . . .” 6 The Florida legislature had established a Ship
Canal Authority on May 12, 1933, and urged an early start
of construction. In 1932 a National Gulf-Atlantic Ship Canal
Association had been formed in New Orleans by H. H. Buckman and Mayor John T. Alsop of Jacksonville. Senator Huey
P. Long of Louisiana endorsed the canal project, as did Arthur
“Atlantic-Gulf Ship Canal," 75th Cong., 1st Sess., House Document
194, p. 41.
4. Ibid., 42.
5. Ibid.
6. Sumter L. Lowry, Jr., “A Canal Across Florida,” Review of Reviews
and World’s Work, May 3, 1934.
3.
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Brisbane, who in 1932 wrote: “What the American shipping interests need is a canal across Florida. . . . ” 7
Construction of the canal symbolically began on September
19, 1935 when President Roosevelt pressed a telegraph key
mounted on a gold nugget in the study of his Hyde Park
home. By this action the Jacksonville Journal exclaimed, Mr.
Roosevelt had “blasted his name into Florida history.” 8
When the President announced in December 1935 that he
would not continue to authorize grants for projects like the
Florida canal, and that congress should appropriate the funds
needed, he touched off a gigantic struggle of men and politics. 9
There was already a lot of Florida opposition to the canal.
The Tampa Tribune called it “a colossal waste of money.”
Opponents in South Florida claimed that their part of the state
would become a desert if the canal was built; salt water,
they said, would creep into “the big ditch” and pollute Florida’s
underground water supply. The railroads were the most vocal
adversaries of construction, and they were joined by South
Florida shipping and agricultural interests, and by some biologists, ecologists, botanists, and geologists who felt the canal
would hurt crops, outdoor recreation, and Florida wildlife.
United States Senator Duncan U. Fletcher discussed these opposition questions with the corps of engineers, and was assured
that “with a sea-level canal any possible damage to agriculture
beyond the right-of-way would be negligible, and that any damage
to the water supply would be small and would consist only
in lowering the levels of nearby wells. 10
By the summer of 1936 all funds for the project were
exhausted, although 13,000,000 cubic yards of material had been
excavated, 4,700 acres of right-of-way had been cleared, and
a few miles south of Ocala four huge bridge piers had been
set in place. 11 On June 1, 1935, the Florida legislature created
the Ship Canal Navigation District with power to issue bonds in
the amount of $1,500,000 and to levy taxes for the purpose of
7. Buckman, “Documentary History,” 28.
8. Jacksonville Journal, September 19, 1935.
9. Benjamin F. Rogers, “The Florida Ship Canal,” Florida Historical
Quarterly, XXXVI (July 1957), 14.
10. Buckman, “Documentary History,” 142.
11. “Atlantic-Gulf Shop Canal,” 75th Cong., 1st Sess., House Report 950;
Rogers, “The Florida Ship Canal,” 14.
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acquiring rights-of-way.
Most of the bonds were sold and
several thousand acres of right-of-way were conveyed to the
federal government. 12
On April 16, 1936 the special board that had been set
up to review all previous canal reports, reported: “The benefits to the general public that may be expected from the
construction of a sea-level ship canal across Florida, with
adequate dimensions and facilities, are fully commensurate
with the expenditures involved, and that material collateral damages to agriculture, forestry, and water supply will not result
from its construction.” The board recommended the completion
of the project, with a minimum depth of thirty-three feet and
a minimum width of 250 feet. The following year, April 3, 1937,
the chief of engineers recommended construction of a thirtythree foot ship canal but asked that the width be set at 400 feet.
The total cost was estimated a $184,471,000. 13
In early 1936, Michigan Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg, a
leading contender for the Republican presidential nomination
and an opponent of the canal, called for an investigation of
initial construction. The canal had never received an authorization from congress, and Vandenberg began a fight against
the project which lasted for several years. 14 Fighting Vandenberg in committee and on the senate floor was Senator
Fletcher. He pointed out that the benefit-cost ratio for the
canal was 1 to 1.6, which justified the cost: “All things considered, the ratio of cost to benefits of this project will be
higher than that of any other project now in existence that
I know of or of which we have any record.” 15
Senator Harry S. Truman of Missouri was a staunch supporter of the canal at the time. During the debate on the
war department’s appropriation bill, which included canal appropriations, he emphasized his longtime interest in the project. 16
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Congressional Record, 74th Cong., 2nd Sess., 1936, LXXX, Part 4,
3834-35.
“Preliminary Study, Atlantic-Gulf Ship Canal, 1938,” 75th Cong.,
1st Sess., House Document 194, pp. 38, 40.
Senate Subcommittee of the Committee On Commerce, “Hearings
On the Florida Ship Canal,” 74th Cong., 2nd Sess., on Senate Resolution 210, passim.
Buckman, “Documentary History,” 337.
Ibid., 362.
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In a film produced by the Florida canal authority he pointed
to its value to the Mississippi Valley and Atlantic seaboard
states: “I think the canal should be built, and I hope that
Congress makes the necessary appropriation for its construction.” 17 Congress for the next several years considered completion of the ship canal, and it continued to receive President
Roosevelt’s endorsement. In a letter to Congressman Joseph
J. Mansfield, chairman of the committee on rivers and harbors,
January 16, 1939, he wrote: “It has long been my belief that
a Florida ship canal will be built one of these days and that
the building of it is justified today by commercial and military
needs.” 18
With active support from Florida Senators Claude Pepper
and Charles O. Andrews, and Congressmen Lex Green, Millard
Caldwell, and Joe Hendricks, sentiment for a Florida canal increased. World War II heightened the interest, and congress
in early 1942 requested a review by the United States Corps
of Engineers on the “advisability of constructing a waterway
across northern Florida, of suitable dimensions for barge traffic. . . .” The engineers, in its report of June 12, 1942, recommended construction of a twelve-foot deep canal, having a
width of 150 feet, and costing approximately $44,000,000. It
would follow the previously proposed Route 13B. “The value of
the barge canal in time of war, together with the prospective
benefits to be anticipated in normal times,” according to the
19
Five days
engineers, “is sufficient to warrant its construction.”
later, the house began discussions of the bill to construct
“a pipe line and a navigable barge channel across Florida,” and
it passed on a voice vote. A recommittal motion offered by
Congressman Pat Cannon of Miami failed by a vote of 205
to 134. 20 The senate took up the bill on July 16, 1942, and
although Senator Vandenberg dominated the opposition debate,
17. Straits of Destiny was a film produced by canal authority of Florida,
1937. It is filed at the authority’s Jacksonville office.
18. House Committee on Rivers and Harbors “Authorizing the Completion of the Construction of the Atlantic-Gulf Ship Canal Across
Florida,” 76th Cong., 1st Sess., House Report 509, p. 1.
19. House Committee on Rivers and Harbors, “Waterway Across Northern
Florida for Barge Traffic,” 79th Cong., 1st Sess., House Document
109.
20. Congressional Record, 77th Cong., 2nd Sess., 1942, LXXX, Part 4,
5277, 5306-07.

Published by STARS, 1967

75

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 46 [1967], No. 4, Art. 1
374

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY

the measure, under the leadership of Senators Pepper and Andrews, passed the next day. 2 1 The President signed it into law
on July 23, 1942 thus authorizing a barge canal across Florida.
No money was appropriated to begin construction, although
Andrews and Pepper had managed to amend the Supplemental
National Defense Appropriation legislation so that the President
could use any unexpended money in his emergency fund to
start the project. This provision was not included in the bill
as it passed the house and the conferees failed to allow it. 22
“As it now stands,” the Tampa Tribune noted some weeks
later, “the canal boondoggle is again ‘dead’! Whether this ‘death’
is permanent, or just another case of suspended animation remains to be seen.” 23
John H. Perry, the Florida newspaper publisher and then
president of the Western Newspaper Union and American
Press Association, strongly supported the construction of the
canal as a military necessity. He ran advertisements stressing
the need of transporting oil in a protected waterway route. 24
During the war the need of the canal was made more apparent
by presence of German submarines off the Gulf and South
Atlantic coasts. By January 1943, their activities had seriously
reduced the Gulf-Atlantic tanker and dry cargo vessel movements.
Some 165 tankers and dry cargo ships - 1,065,000 gross tons of
shipping - were lost. Replacement value of these vessels was more
than $965,000,000, in addition to the monetary and strategic
value of the lost cargoes. The shortage of America’s internal
transport capability brought about by the consequent overloading
of rail and pipelines and highway transport threatened to assume disaster proportions. The inadequate expedients adopted to
remedy this situation amounted to more than $423,000,000 by the
end of 1944. 25 Most important, of course, was the tragic loss
of lives as a result of enemy action.
While the economic justification of the canal at times was
questionable, the defense value was consistently recognized by the
21. Ibid., Part 5, 6229-47, 6285.
22. Ibid., Part 7, 8505.
23. Tampa Tribune, October 23, 1942.
24. “Here Is How We Can Get Out,” advertisement in Washington Post,
February 24, 1943.
25. Memorandum by Henry H. Buckman, July 7, 1960, Bennett’s files,
Washington.
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President Kennedy and Congressman Charles E. Bennett,
White House, 1961

President Johnson at Cross-Florida Barge Canal groundbreaking
ceremonies, February 27, 1964
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First two miles of Cross-Florida Barge Canal. St. Johns Lock site
in center. August 1964

Congressman Charles E. Bennett, Governor Farris Bryant, Congressman D. R. Billy Matthews, and Henry H. Buckman
at the Eureka Lock (1966)
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military establishment. United States Chief of Engineers, in a
hearing before the house subcommittee on appropriations for public works on January 9, 1946, said: “If this canal had been
finished during the war time it would have paid for itself several times over.” 26 Brigadier General J. L. Person, assistant
chief of engineers, wrote: “During World War II, many cargo
ships and tankers were lost off the coast of Florida due to
enemy action. Many of the cargoes that were lost would and
could have been moved by barge or small freighter had the
barge canal been in existence at the time. The savings in
lives, ships, and valuable and critical cargoes would have been
great.” 27
Congress appropriated $1,400,000 for planning and specifications in the late 1940s and early 1950s, but no actual construction funds were allotted. 28 During the war there had been
considerable interest in beginning construction of the canal, but
as the engineers pointed out, “it would take three-and-a-half
years to construct the waterway,” and by that time the war
would likely be over. President Roosevelt, in a communication
to the house committee on rivers and harbors, stated that detailed construction plans would be prepared “as soon as manpower, material, and equipment shortages are overcome.” 29 On
March 29, 1945, the secretary of war was informed by the
chief of engineers that plans for “the early postwar construction” of the Cross-Florida Barge Canal had been completed,
but a request for $20,000,000 to begin construction was denied
by a house committee in 1946, and it never even reached the
floor for a vote. 30
South Florida opposition to the canal continued, but proponents picked up help where they needed it most-in con26. House Subcommittee of the Committee on Appropriations, “Hearings
on the War Department Civil Functions Appropriation Bill for
1947,” 79th Cong., 2nd Sess., 142.
27. J. L. Person to Bennett, July 23, 1958, Bennett’s files, Washington.
28. House Subcommittee of the Committee on Appropriations, “Hearings
on Cross-Florida Barge Canal,” 86th Cong., 1st Sess., Part 3, 169238.
29. “President Says Work on Florida Canal Depends on End of Shortages,” The Commercial and Financial Chronicle, July 8, 1943, 194.
30. E. Reybold to Henry L. Stimson, March 29, 1945, corps of engineers, National Records Center, Suitland, Md.; House Subcommittee
of the Committee on Appropriations, “Hearings on War Department
Civil Functions Appropriation Bill for 1947,” 79th Cong., 2nd Sess.,
190.
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gress, where appropriations are voted. New York Congressman
Emanuel Celler, chairman of the house judiciary committee,
visited Florida in 1950 and declared that he would do everything he could to help get construction started. He reported
that he had discussed the canal project with President Truman
and he “wholeheartedly” supported it. 31 A Jacksonville Chamber
of Commerce committee, formed to push the canal at the grass
roots level, included Admiral Malcolm Fortson, who became managing director of the Florida Ship Canal Authority in 1952. Representative C. Farris Bryant of Ocala, later governor of Florida,
and R. N. (Bert) Dosh, editor of the Ocala Star-Banner, were
among the prominent Floridians, supporting the canal. From the
beginning of his service in the House of Representatives in January 1949, Congressman Charles E. Bennett of Jacksonville acted
as an effective leader in securing funds and in pushing construction of the canal. On May 16, 1951, he conferred with President
Truman about the canal, and following this meeting, the President sent a memorandum to the Department of Defense, in which
he affirmed his opinion that “this canal is essential to the welfare
of the country.” 32 On May 29, 1951, the corps of engineers
informed the defense department: “Completion of the canal
would . . . permit quick, safe and economical transfer between the
east and west coasts of Florida, of floating plant and construction equipment now required to move via the circuitous and
dangerous Florida Keys route.” The joint chiefs of staff also
supported the canal as “an additional and shorter line of
communication between the Gulf Coast and the East Coast” that
would “reduce exposure of shipping to submarine attack,” but
they did not want “the military aspects of the proposed problem
to . . . be used as the primary basis for decision on this matter.” 33 Obviously the canal would need both economic and
defense justification to get the necessary appropriations from
congress.
By 1954 it was obvious that what was needed was a
concentrated campaign of education and public relations throughout Florida in order to gain support for the canal from the
31. Jacksonville Journal, February 2, 1950.
32. Memorandum from Truman to department of defense, May 18,
1951. Copy of this memorandum is in Bennett’s files, Washington.
33. Robert A. Lovett to Truman, May 29, 1951,ibid.
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state’s full congressional delegation. The threat that building the
canal would harm the fresh water table of the state, and that
the harbor areas throughout Florida would suffer if the canal
was constructed were the two opposition points that needed
clarifying. As Admiral Fortson pointed out, “Since approximately
1936, this project has been in a state of suspended animation.”
It was time for positive action, including the hiring of H. H.
Buckman as consultant to the canal authority. No new economic
data on the canal had been developed since 1946, and up-todate information was needed for a renewed canal effort. When
Brigadier General E. C. Itschner, assistant chief of engineers,
announced in 1954 that “further study of the economic merits
of the barge canal is planned,” and the chief of engineers, in
his annual report that year, removed the project from the “active backlog of authorized projects” and placed it in the category
of “deferred for restudy,” Congressman Bennett tried to secure
funds for an economic restudy. Congress approved the engineers
1956 request for study funds which included an $11,000 item
to reexamine the feasibility of a Florida canal. Since the
ecomonics of the Florida project had not been reviewed for
ten years, up-to-date information was needed in order to determine its classification as “inactive” or “active.” 34
Meanwhile, the canal was securing new support in and out
of Florida. Florida Senators Holland and Smathers, Governor
LeRoy Collins, the Florida State Federated Labor Council, the
national AFL-CIO, the National Rivers and Harbors Congress,
the Mississippi Valley Association, the Texas and Louisiana Intercoastal Canal Association, and the Florida Waterways Committee were persuasive influences in pushing the project. President Truman restated his support in a letter to Congressman
Bennett on July 21, 1958: “I always have been interested in
a Cross-Florida Barge Canal. . . . I think this canal should be
constructed.” 35
In March 1958, having completed the restudy, the chief of
engineers reported that the corps was ready to place the canal
on its active projects list, although economic justification was
34. E. C. Itschner to Bennett, May 7, 1954, ibid., Senate, “Hearings on
Public Works Appropriation Bill,” 89th Cong., 1st Sess., Part 2,
2190; Chief of Engineers Annual Report, 1954, 401.
35. T r u m a n to Bennett, July 2 1, 1958, Bennett’s files, Washington.
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marginal and final work had not been completed on the economic restudy authorized two years earlier. 36 In May 1958,
Florida congressmen and a delegation from the state and supporting waterways associations appeared before the house subcommittee on appropriations for civil works to request an
appropriation of $500,000 to $1,000,000 to begin construction.
No money was made available, but proponents were encouraged
when the corps of engineers reported on July 23, 1958, that
the project was economically justified with a ratio of benefits
to costs of 1.05 to one. The project provided for a channel
107 miles long, twelve feet deep, and at least 150 feet wide
with five locks. The cost was estimated to be $164,600,000,
with the non-federal cost estimated at $5,500,000. The active
status of the canal now made it eligible for additional planning
and construction funds. 37
Meanwhile, the railroads, representing almost the last of the
organized opposition to the canal, presented an economic
restudy of their own which asserted the canal would cost $552,000,000 over a fifty-year period. The railroads claimed that
government estimates were far too low, “that the justification
claimed for the Cross-Florida Barge Canal rests upon wholly
untenable premises; and the findings and recommendation made
by the Corps in its restudy report of January 10, 1958, should
be de-authorized and abandoned as warranting no further consideration.” 38
The efforts to get $160,000 in planning money and $1,000,000 to start construction in 1960 failed. During the 1960 presidential campaign, John F. Kennedy, the democratic nominee, was
urged to personally endorse construction. Shortly before his election, he informed Congressman Bennett that he would be glad to
cooperate . . . in making this project a reality. I regard it
not only as important to Florida, but to the economy of our
entire country, which must fully utilize all of our national
resources if we are to achieve necessary economic expansion.” 39
President Kennedy was true to his word and requested $195,000
36. Meeting between Itschner and Bennett, March 17, 1958.
37. Person to Bennett, July 23, 1958, Bennett’s files, Washington.
38. Preliminary Analysis of the Restudy Report of the Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army, on the Cross-Florida Barge Canal Project, January
10, 1958, 1 and 23, ibid.
39. Kennedy to Bennett, October 1960, ibid.
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in the 1962 budget to fund the engineering and design work
that was needed. 40
Not only was Florida’s congressional delegation now unitedly
supporting the canal program, but at least one Florida railroad was
pushing construction. Edward Ball, trustee of the Florida East
Coast Railway, noted:
“In my own contacts in South Florida,
I no longer find the opposition that existed a few years ago. The
only people I know of today who are not heartily in favor of the
Cross-Florida Barge Canal are those who remember the misleading
propaganda put out a number of years ago; and some of the railroads, who are opposed to any and all canals.” 41 The Florida State
Chamber of Commerce, however, kept a hands-off policy; its executive vice-president opposed the organization being “led into the
middle of such a red hot dispute.” 42
Congressman Carl Vinson of Georgia, chairman of the house
armed services committee, went on record for the appropriation and called for immediate construction of this “very essential
element of our national defense.” 43 The house appropriations
committee, however, reduced the amount to $50,000 and earmarked it for another economic study. The senate voted
$495,000, and in the conference this amount was kept, but for
the economic restudy rather than for preconstruction planning. 44
The engineers’ survey showed a revised cost of construction of
$134,500,000. In addition to their own study, the engineers retained the Cambridge, Massachusetts firm, Arthur D. Little Company, to evaluate the transportation benefits of the canal. On
the basis of the firm’s findings and their own survey the engineers recommended that the canal be built. 45 In January 1962,
President Kennedy included an item of $205,000 for final planning funds for the canal in his 1963 budget. However, the
house appropriations committee not only voted against the President’s request, but asked that the legislative committees and
40. Corps of Engineers, Civil Works, Budget for Fiscal Year 1962,
March 1961, 3.
41. Ed Ball to Bennett, February 22, 1961, Bennett’s files, Washington.
42. Harold Colee to Bennett, January 23, 1961, ibid.
43. Carl Vinson to Bennett, June 20, 1961, ibid.
44. Congressional Record, 87th Cong., 1st Sess., CVII, Part 16, 21270.
21270.
45. House Appropriations Subcommittee on Public Works, “Hearings on
Public Works Appropriations Bill,” 87th Cong., 1st Sess., Part 4,
534; Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, June 20, 1962.
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congress “reaffirm its authorization before it is again presented.” 46
The engineers corps insisted that the canal had been economically justified in 1958, and again in 1962, and that no
further authorization was needed. Senator Holland, a member of
the senate committee on appropriations, was able to keep the
planning money in the senate appropriations bill. 47 After a
discussion with Congressman Bennett on October 3, 1962,
President Kennedy telephoned congressional leaders, including
Speaker John W. McCormack and Majority Leader Carl Albert
and urged their active support for this measure as its defeat
would mean that the canal might be indefinitely postponed. 48
The vote by the house was the deciding action on the beginning construction of the canal; no controversy occurred in the
eighty-eighth congress when construction money was first voted.
In the closing days of the eighty-seventh congress, in October
1962, house and senate conferees had met on the public
works appropriations bill, but had failed to come to an agreement. The senate conferees insisted on the Florida canal
item, while the house conferees opposed it since it was not
included in the house bill. By a voice vote, the house agreed
to the conference report. On an amendment, which included
the canal item, the house overrode its conferees by a voice
vote. Appropriations Chairman Clarence Cannon demanded a
quorum call on October 12, 1962. Many congressmen, anticipating adjournment, already had departed from Washington and a
quorum was not present; they had to return for a final session
next day. When the house assembled at noon, Congressman
Robert L. F. Sikes of Crestview, a member of the appropriations
committee, introduced an amendment to the public works appropriations bill which contained something for Oregon, Texas, Washington, Illinois, in addition to the canal funds for Florida. The
house voted on the items and overrode Cannon-one of the few
times this had happened to him in his many years in congress. 49
46.
47.
48.
49.

House, “ P u b l i c W o r k s A p p r o p r i a t i o n s B i l l , 1 9 6 3 , ” 8 7 t h C o n g . ,
2nd Sess., House Report 2223, p. 39.
Congressional Record, 87th Cong., 2nd Sess., 21409.
Bennett to Farris Bryant, April 28, 1964, Presidential Papers, National Archives, 1962.
Congressional Record, 87th Cong., 2nd Sess., CVIII, Part 17, 22155,
and CVIII, Part 6, 22195.
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The next step in building the canal was securing initial
construction funds. There were two conferences with President
Kennedy in 1963, dealing with the matter of placing construction funds in the budget. At a White House meeting
on May 22, 1963, the President assured Congressman Benn e t t t h a t “t h e c a n a l w i l l b e b u i l t ; a n d w h e n i t i s b u i l t ,
I will be a spender, and you and Senator Holland and Senator
Smathers will be heroes.” 50
A g a i n , o n J u n e 2 0 , 1963, he explained to a Florida
delegation that he wanted the canal constructed, but that he
had not yet been able to get Bureau of the Budget approval.
When Congressman Bennett reminded the President that he
controlled the Bureau of the Budget, he laughingly agreed, and
according to Bennett, he “picked up the telephone and called
someone in the Bureau of the Budget and asked if he could expect
a letter to come to him stating approval by the bureau of the item
for beginning construction funds for the canal. Apparently the
answer was in the negative, whereupon the President said in a
nice but firm tone that, under the circumstances, he wanted them
to send him a letter that night approving the beginning construction money for the canal. He was not unpleasant about it, but
there was no doubt that he was telling them what to do, and this
was his prerogative.” 51 Perhaps this action by President Kennedy
was one of the most effective turning points for the success of
the canal. While Kennedy was on a visit to West Germany, June
24, 1963, he sent a budget amendment to congress, requesting
$1,000,000 to initiate construction of the canal, pointing out
that, “the Cross-Florida project will provide a major link interconnecting the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Intracoastal Waterways, thereby affording a more direct and protected route for
waterborne bulk cargoes. The project will provide an impetus to
the economy of the Southeastern United States and augment
strategic materials transport capability in the event of a national
emergency.” 52
50.
51.
52.

Kennedy to Bennett, quoted in “Congressman Charles E. Bennett
Newsletter,” May 30, 1963.
Bennett to Bryant, April 28, 1964; “Canal Fate in House,” Orlando
Sentinel, June 22, 1963.
House, “Amendment to Budget for Corps of Engineers, Civil, Department of Army,” 88th Cong., 1st Sess., House Document 128, 2.
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The initial construction request passed congress, although
Kennedy, the man most responsible for its approval, was not
alive to dig the first spade of earth at the groundbreaking
ceremonies in 1964. After his tragic death, a resolution was
introduced in congress naming the Cross-Florida Barge Canal the
John F. Kennedy Canal. 5 3 During the last week of 1963,
President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the measure appropriating the funds to begin canal construction. Two months later,
on February 27, 1964, he pressed a button exploding a
dynamite charge to mark the ceremonial start of construction of the 107-mile long waterway. On that occasion President Johnson said: “Today, we accept another challenge - we
make use of another natural resource. We will construct
this canal across Northern Florida to shorten navigation distances between our Atlantic and Gulf coasts. When this canal
is completed, it will spark new and permanent economic growth.
Et will accelerate business and industry to locate along its banks.
It will open up new recreation areas. I wish all of you - and the
canal - Godspeed.” 54
Congress authorized $4,000,000 for continuing construction in 1965, $10,000,000 in 1966, $16,000,000 in 1967,
and $11,400,000 in 1968. In the budget for the fiscal year
1969, President Johnson, faced with the ballooning cost of
the Vietnam war and domestic programs, only recommended
$4,600,000 for continued canal construction. This caused a
lot of consternation in Florida. State Conservation Director
Randolph Hodges claimed that the reduction of funds would
push completion of the waterway into the 1980s, and L. C.
Ringhaver, chairman of the State Canal Authority, insisted that
“further delays are Particularly adverse to the overall economy
55
The canal authority had already
of the entire state of Florida.”
run into some financial difficulties in 1967, and was forced to
borrow $1,600,000 through the Florida Inland Navigation
District on a short-term basis to tide the canal work over until
more federal funds became available.
53. Bennett memorandum to Florida congressional delegation, November
26, 1963, Bennett’s files, Washington.
54. Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, February 29, 1964.
55. Ibid., January 31, 1968, February 2, 1968.
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As of January 1968, three of the canal’s five navigation
locks were completed, and another was under construction.
Sixty-eight per cent of the overall right of way for the entire
project had been purchased, although a majority of the digging remained to be done. It is obvious that while construction was not moving along as rapidly as first projected by
the engineers and designers, the Cross-Florida Barge Canal was
underway! Draglines and dredges had replaced paper sketches,
and federal funds had replaced futile forays to the appropriations
committees of congress. A dream that began more than 400
years ago was finally becoming a Florida reality.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Florida Under Five Flags. By Rembert W. Patrick and Allen
Morris. (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1967.
xi, 153 pp. Preface, illustrations, appendixes, bibliography,
index. $5.00.)
This highly useful, factual, and interpretive survey of Florida history was written first in 1945 by Professor Patrick.
The final chapter in this fourth edition is rewritten and
updated with the collaboration of Allen Morris, clerk of the
Florida House of Representatives, whose perceptive knowledge of
contemporary Florida is unexcelled. The analysis of “MidCentury Prosperity” is well supported by statistical data without
which such dramatic growth could scarcely be depicted. Much
of the Florida we know today is a product of World War II.
Several trends in population growth are clearly discernible:
rapid growth, rapid urbanization, and movement southward into
the peninsula. Standing thirty-first among the states in population in 1900 with approximately a half million, it rose slowly
to twenty-seventh place in 1940, then to twentieth ten years
later, tenth in 1960, and ninth since that date. By 1960,
seventy-four per cent of all Floridians lived in cities over 2,500,
while farm population was declining 77.2 per cent to only two
per cent of the total. Migration into the state accounted for
seventy-six per cent of the state’s gain between 1950 and 1960,
and by the latter date only 36.1 per cent of Floridians were native
born. Further, only 25.7 per cent of the newcomers were southern. While this enormous growth was occurring, eighteen counties
lost population in the decade after 1940, and a dozen were
losing population the next ten years. Such data provides a meaningful backdrop for the struggle over apportionment and constitution revision, the necessity to provide so much more public
services for an expanding economy and population, and the
resurgence of the Republican party in Florida politics. To this
great storehouse of information are added many new illustrations that help to make a handsome as well as a useful volume.
The framework is here for expansion into a fully detailed history
of the state which hopefully someone will one day write.
University of Miami

C HARLTON W. T E B E A U
[ 384 ]

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol46/iss4/1

88

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 46, Issue 4

B OOK R EVIEWS

385

The Other Florida. By Gloria Jahoda. (New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1967. 336 pp. Acknowledgments, illustrations. $6.95.)
Gloria Jahoda has written a delightfully readable book,
descriptive of an area too long neglected, North Florida from
Jacksonville south to Ocala and west to Pensacola. Mrs. Jahoda
is a gifted writer, responding sensitively to nature and sharing
her rapport with her readers. Her charming and energetic style
is enough to make conservationists of us all. And her depiction
of the people she meets, the Crackers, the Negroes, and the city
folk, reveals an understanding unusual for one who has lived in
Florida no longer than the short interval since 1963. Certain
passages in the book stand out. The account of the pine forests
in Chapter 3 is thrilling, and the description of the quiet beauty
of the Wacissa River (p. 120) is one of many like rewards. The
Confederate victory at Natural Bridge near Tallahassee is a
triumph of compromise between North and South, between
yesterday and today: believably, the author makes it so.
Is there a promise of another book in the line “Always,
I knew, there would be more of north Florida’s story to hear?”
And if so, will Mrs. Jahoda heed her own advice “to watch and
listen and wait?” Both of these questions should be answered
in the affirmative for The Other Florida was too hastily written,
obviously, to allow adequate research, with the unfortunate result
that the book is replete with errors. It is not a book for the
scholar. Historically, the errors range from the 1521 landing
place of Ponce de Leon to the dating of the pillars on the capitol
in Tallahassee. The Old Spanish Trail bent southward to St.
Augustine and did not follow US90; Pensacola’s homes do
not date from the Spanish period. In several instances, the
author seems unaware of the sparseness of Spain’s settlement
of Florida and draws arbitrary conclusions as a consequence. One
conclusion, of lesser importance however, concerns the family
history of those who took part in the Battle of Natural Bridge,
for at least one of those named has no relatives living in Tallahassee today to be counted among the author’s friends.
This reviewer is not competent in the fields of botany
or ornithology, but has doubts as to the scientific accuracy
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of some of the identifications. In addition, the carnivorous
pitcher plant is endowed with an appetite to devour all the bugs
in the bog, a dubious accomplishment which borders on folklore.
It is somewhat surprising to read that Bartram, then Muir, saw
North Florida almost as it is today. Actually, the entire area has
long ago been cut over and is in second or third growth. Current
data also lack accuracy. Florida no longer processes Spanish moss
for upholstery material, and supplies are shipped in from Louisiana and Georgia. A deserted Fort Pickens is atypical, for this is
one of the state’s more popular parks with a winter minimum
of about 300 visitors daily.
Two omissions are puzzling. The account of aviatrix Jacqueline Cochran’s childhood in the lumber mills of Bagdad is followed by the author. No effective effort to verify, amend, or
expand this version is discernible; nor did the author find two
of Miss Cochran’s former teachers, prominent residents of Bagdad
and of Tallahassee. The omission of any reference to Jacksonville’s
international Delius Festival is difficult to understand, particularly since so much space was devoted to this musician, even to his
life in Europe. The list of errors is much longer than recited
here, but in spite of this, it is this reviewer’s hope that Mrs.
Jahoda will write of North Florida again, and write in leisure
rather than in haste.
D E N A S NODGRASS
Jacksonville, Florida

Saint Augustine Florida 1565-1965. By Joan Wickham. (Worcester, Massachusetts: Achille J. St. Onge, 1967. viii, 77 pp.
Preface, ilustrations. $5.00.)
This miniature book numbers seventy-seven pages, 2 7 / 8 by
2 /4 inches in size, and is printed by Joh. Enschede en Zonen,
Haarlem, Holland, in an edition limited to 500 copies. It endeavors to tell in outline form the history of the city of St.
Augustine from its founding in 1565 to its quadricentennial
in 1965. Based entirely on previously published books and pamphlets, it makes no claim to original research and contributes
no novel interpretations. The author has given us one more
1
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popular guide to our oldest city, but one that is unusual for
its lilliputian size. The typeface is clearly legible and the maroon
binding is both attractive and sturdy.
M ICHAEL V. G ANNON
Mission of Nombre de Dios
St. Augustine, Florida

Estero, Florida, 1882; Memoirs of the First Settler. By Elwin
E. Damkohler. (Fort Meyers Beach, Florida: Island Press,
1967. 32 pp. Photograph. $.75)
This brief publication is a memoir by “the only living survivor of the first Estero homesteading” in 1882. Drawing upon
his memory eighty-five years after the events, the author sketches
the primitive state of the Fort Myers area in the last two
decades of the nineteenth century. In doing so, he confirms
other accounts in the description of abundant varieties of wildlife on Florida’s west coast and by his portrayal of the difficulties
of homesteading. The pioneer recalls the importance of nature
as a food source; honey and fish were mainstay items. The
danger that homesteaders faced in farming on the periphery
of open range cattle ranching provokes comparison with frontier
conditions in other sections of the United States.
The author describes the activities of Dr. Cyrus R. Teed,
leader of the Koreshan Unity sect which established a settlement
at Estero in 1894. Through Teed’s “hypnotic influence,” he
persuaded the author’s father, Gustave G. Damkohler, to convey
his entire homestead of 320 acres to the Koreshan Unity. With
bitterness, the author states that his father was also persuaded
to serve the colony as agricultural overseer until he came to
his senses and instituted a suit against the religious group in
order to resecure title to some of his land. Regaining eighty acres,
the father, at the age of seventy-two, sold part of the tract
to finance the beginning of a new life in Fort Myers. The
author preceded his father to Fort Myers to work and attend
school, “passing each grade as fast as I could pass the examinations.” Later he attended a business college in Macon, Georgia,
and then returned to Fort Myers where he now resides.
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This booklet is an interesting vignette of frontier life in
Florida in the closing years of the nineteenth century and yet
another item to be incorporated into that yet unwritten history
of the state.
D U R W A R D LO N G
University of Wisconsin

A New Voyage to Carolina. By John Lawson. Edited with an introduction and notes by Hugh Talmage Lefler. (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1967. liv, 305 pp. Preface, introduction, illustrations, maps, appendixes, index.
$10.00.)
Some of the most popular books published in Europe in the
sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries were by explorers
or travelers describing their experiences and observations of some
region of the New World. Europeans were naturally interested
in learning about the geography, the Indian tribes, and the
flora and fauna of a part of the world unknown to them. One
of the most valuable books of this genre is John Lawson’s
A New Voyage to Carolina, first published in London in 1709.
Lawson, who perhaps belonged to an important and affluent
Yorkshire family, came to the Carolinas in 1700 and later made
a trip of exploration from Charleston up the rivers to the vicinities of present Salisbury and Hillsboro, North Carolina, and
then down the Eno and the Neuse rivers to the English
settlements on the coast. Eventually he became co-founder of
Bath, North Carolina’s oldest settlement, and of New Bern,
which began as a promotional activity of a Swiss land company
headed by Baron Christoph von Graffenried and Franz Louis
Michel. In 1709, while Lawson was in London supervising
publication of his book, the Lords Proprietors appointed him and
Edward Moseley “to be commissioners on the part of Carolina
for surveying the lands in dispute” with Virginia “and setting
the boundaries as aforesaid.” In the following year he returned to North Carolina with 700 Palatine Germans, whom he
tried repeatedly to help in establishing themselves in the colony.
In September 1711, Lawson, Graffenreid, two Negroes, and two
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trusted Indian guides undertook another exploratory expedition.
They were soon captured by the Tuscaroras. Graffenreid was
released, probably because he convinced them that he was under
the particular care and protection of “the great and powerful
Queen of England” who “would avenge my blood” if harm befell him. Lawson and the others were less fortunate; they reportedly were burned at the stake.
Engaging in style and engrossing in content, Lawson’s book
is certainly one of the most valuable of the early histories
of North Carolina. It contains not only detailed account of the
manners and customs of the Indian tribes of his day but also
minute reports of the soil, climate, trees, plants, animals, and
fish of the Carolinas. Though many details are inaccurate or
exaggerated, they never lack charm. Of an incident in his journey
he says: “By the Way, our Guide kill’d more Turkeys, and two
Polecats, which he eat, esteeming them before fat Turkeys.” On
the subject of turtles he wrote: “Tortois, vulgarly call’d Turtle;
I have rank’d these among the Insects, because they lay Eggs,
and I did not know well where to put them. Among us there
are three sorts. The first is the green Turtle, which is not
common, but is sometimes found on our Coast. The next is
the Hawks-bill, which is common. These two sorts are extraordinary Meat. The third is Logger-Head, which Kind scarce
any one covets, except it be for the Eggs, which of this and all
other Turtles, are very good Food. None of these sorts of
Creatures Eggs will ever admit the White to be harder than a
Jelly; yet the Yolk, with boiling, becomes as hard as any other
Egg.”
Professor Lefler provides a fascinating introduction to this
volume. Impeccably annotated, it is skilfully divided into a number of topics, one of which is devoted to a list of editions
of Lawson’s work. Eleven separate editions were published, two
of them in German, between 1709 and 1937. Some include
only the so-called History of North Carolina. The present edition,
however, is not only a true copy of the original edition of
1709 but is the first to include a comprehensive index. It also
contains “The Second Charter,” “An Abstract of the Constitution
of Carolina,” Lawson’s will, and several of his previously unpublished letters. Though Professor Lefler retains the capitaliza-
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tion and punctuation of the 1709 edition, he sometimes clarifies the text by inserting the modern spelling in brackets after
the word used by Lawson. The meaning of obsolete or archaic
words are included, and in the case of Indian names, Lefler
gives the generally accepted spelling of modern anthropologists
and ethnologists. The format of the book is very handsome,
with end-papers showing a detail of animals from illustrations of
the first edition. A number of DeBray woodcuts of John White’s
drawings of Indian life, sketches of the beasts of Carolina, and
Lawson’s maps contribute additional interest.
J OHN A NTHONY C ARUSO
West Virginia University

Flight From the Republic: The Tories of the American Revolution. By North Callahan. (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill Co.,
1967. xiii, 208 pp. Foreword, notes, bibliography, illustrations,
index. $6.50.)
Victrix causa deis placuit, sed victa Catoni. Interest in the
losers, the Loyalists of the American Revolution, has seldom
been lacking in the United States. Several books have analysed
them as a class, examining their ideas, motives, and occupations,
or describing their careers and sufferings during the war. Professor North Callahan’s purpose in the present volume has been
different; he is concerned with the fortunes of individual Loyalists, men and their wives and children, in the great dispersal
which carried so many to new homes outside the United States.
He has written a sort of causerie, a gossipy account of persons
and places which is both entertaining and instructive. Though
based on careful research, it is not and does not profess to
be a systematic study of the fate of the Loyalists, which would
need to include figures of the total number of refugees, the
numbers going to the main destinations, the sums paid by the
British government in satisfaction of Loyalist claims, and the
numbers who returned to the United States or who received
some restitution for confiscated property. Such information is
lacking here; we learn only of particular cases. Sir William
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Pepperell, chairman of an association of Loyalists in England,
received a pension of 500 pounds; but what of his fellow-members?
Pensions paid by 1782 totalled 70,000 pounds; this was, of course, long
before most of the claims (for lump sum payments in compensation for loss of property) were settled. Philip Skene, a New
Yorker with an estate of 56,350 acres, received 22,000 pounds. A
case of restitution quoted is that of the heirs of Matthias
Aspden, a Philadelphia merchant, who were awarded $500,000
by a U. S. circuit court in 1848. A few instances of Loyalists who returned to the United States are given: Peter Van
Schaack, a New York lawyer, is one whose fortunes are recounted in some detail.
Readers of the Florida Historical Quarterly may be disappointed to find such few references to the East Florida Loyalists: Lewis Johnston, Denys Rolle, and John Wells, publisher
of the short-lived East Florida Gazette, are almost the only
persons mentioned. Wilbur Henry Siebert’s monumental work
Loyalists in East Florida, 1774 to 1785, published by the Florida
State Historical Society in 1929, remains indispensable for this
interesting passage in Florida history. Most of Professor Callahan’s
refugees are from New England and the middle states. Of these
he has some lively stories to tell, such as Robert Land of New
Jersey, an ancestor of Charles A. Lindbergh, who settled in the
Niagara district; Benedict Arnold who had a stormy career of trading and litigation in St. John, New Brunswick, before ending up
in London; Stephen Jarvis, a romantic, much-harassed young soldier from Connecticut; Samuel Quincy, who lost his wife after
years of separation, he in England and Antigua while she remained in Massachusetts; and Mary Philipse Morris of Philipse
Manor, New York, who settled in Yorkshire (but where? Yorkshire is a large county).
The Loyalists, judged from these pages, had an unhappy time
until they got settled in new homes and occupations; and many
never did settle down again. In Shelburne, Nova Scotia, where
their coming produced a brief boom followed by a long decline,
in St. John and elsewhere in New Brunswick, in Kingston on
Lake Ontario, they suffered from cold and lack of shelter and
food and from disputes over surveys. Most of them had been
accustomed to genteel living; now they were enforced pioneers,
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pitched into a life they had not chosen for its own sake; in
Kingston particularly they were right on the American frontier,
part of the great westward movement of the next century.
Those who went to Jamaica, Antigua, Grenada, and Bermuda
did well enough; in Nassau in the Bahamas they were engaged
for years in quarreling with successive governors, John Maxwell
and Lord Dunmore. Least happy were those who settled in
England, impoverished, jobless, unrespected. They were, as Professor Callahan constantly reminds us, Americans sundered from
their native land for which they still longed. Jonathan Sewall,
former judge in Massachusetts and brother-in-law of John Hancock, spoke for many when he wrote from London to a friend:
“You know the Israelites hankered after the leeks and onions
of Egypt, their native land - so do we Americans after the nuts,
cranberries and apples of America. Could you next autumn,
send me two or three barrels of Newton pippins, large and
round, a few of our American walnuts, commonly called shagbarks, and a few cranberries?”
C HARLES L. M OWAT
University College of North Wales, Bangor

The Lazy South. By David Bertelson. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1967. x, 284 pp. Preface, prologue, epilogue,
notes, index. $6.75.)
At the outset the reviewer is provoked by this book to
ask which “lazy South?” Was it that of the setting of colonial
and regional patterns, of downright human cussedness and
laziness, of hookworm and other parasitic infection, of malarialridden victims, or of undernourished Southerners? The author may
have had these unfortunates in mind in a vague way. They do
not precisely show their faces in the book, at least they never
come into clear enough focus to identify them. It seems mandatory to ask the question whether or not “lazy” is actually used
in the sense of a type of agrarian southern lack of progress,
or in the sense of a leisurely planter way of life in which
a type of culture is the theme of regional personality.
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The author says he was influenced by the writings of H. C.
Brearly (“Are Southerners Really Lazy?” American Scholar),
W. J. Cash (Mind of the South), Max Weber (The Protestant
Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism), and Ernst Troeltsch (The Social Teaching of the Protestant Churches). He has made a highly
intellectual approach to the South - as a matter of fact he becomes so involved and vague in places that the reader is
either left gasping for meaning and application, or he is left
to wonder if Professor Bertelson did go in search of almost
endless snatches of evidence to piece out his thesis.
The bulk of this study applies to the South prior to 1820.
Much of it treats a frontier region attempting to exploit a vast
landed territory involved in endless racial and international complications. The allurement of the region was largely availability
of an abundance of land; this was the allurement of the great
American frontier in general. The organization of an economy
and the maturing of a regional society was a major challenge.
Truly the South from the outset was a colonial region. As late
as 1765 George Washington observed in a letter that “Our whole
substance does already in a manner flow to Great Britain and
that whatever it contributes to lessen our importations must be
hurtful to their manufacturers.” Until 1940 this may well have
been a pertinent observation about the widely dispersed processing of the South’s raw materials.
From the outset there was lacking in the history of the
South both a unity of purpose and a commonality of experience.
There were, and there still are, many Souths gauged by any
standard of appraisal. The one most often discussed is that
bound by staple-crop agrarianism. No doubt it is true that the
peculiar agrarian economy which developed in the region kept
Southerners relatively poor and provincial. Whether it was actually an economy of the vastness of the wooded empire which
did this is an open question. Not until well into the twentieth
century did the South begin to break with its agrarian past.
There were strong proponents all along who sought to develop
in the South a regional agrarian-industrial economy; William
Gregg of Graniteville, South Carolina, J. D. B. DeBow of New
Orleans, and dozens of others sought this balance in the 1840s
and 1850s. Early railway promoters, newspaper editors, and im-
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portant merchants foresaw such a condition as the salvation of
the South.
It is questionable whether the South could adopt the socioeconomic ethic of the middle and New England colonies, and
then of the later states, anymore than those sections could adopt
the approaches to the society and economy of the South. A
major fault of intellectual history is the failure of authors to
take fully into consideration the impact of geography and resources. This is true of Cash’s Mind of the South. Relationships
break down between ideas and realities when they are applied
to the broad spectrum of planter economy, regional politics,
southern authorship, traveler observations, and sociologists. In this
case, Professor Bertelson deals with the views of people from
all these groups without treating the earthy realities of southern
resources and history. Had he examined more fully the southern
newspapers he would no doubt have reached different conclusions
in many areas.
There can be no doubt that many Southerners who nurtured
the ideas of a purely regional culture fitted into the framework
of an agrarian economy regarded leisure as a necessary ingredient of this way of life. Authors, poets, editors, and artists
fared best in their points of view in an agricultural society
free of its driving pressures. Patrons had time to savor writings
and the arts of the region. This reviewer remembers so well
the fervor with which some of the authors of I'll Take My Stand
believed in 1929, that there was still time to stay the march
of history in the South and to maintain there a way of life
that could fulfill the commitments of the seventeenth century.
They believed this at the very outset of the great revolution
which quickly revealed the fact that after all there is really
nothing unique about the South. It takes time for a system,
a revolution, and even an ethic to disclose fully the impact of
their forces. This book will leave many a reader, North and
South, trying to understand what southern laziness in its historical
context really was. Southerners will search for their places in
the vaguity of what really constitutes a “lazy South.”
T HOMAS D. C LARK
University of Kentucky
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Sam Houston With the Cherokees, 1829-1833. By Jack Gregory
and Rennard Strickland. (Austin: University of Texas Press,
1967. xx, 206 pp. Introduction, illustrations, index, sources.
$6.00.)
This work is the longest and yet, considering its size, the
most interesting footnote this reviewer has had access to.
Vast research has produced profound minutia on the existence
of Sam Houston during his time with Cherokee friends and relatives, the authors having gathered opinions and ideas on those
years as expressed by every human being capable of an opinion
or idea. An excellent conclusion follows 154 pages of footnoted
footnotes.
Some adverse criticism must be made. Unaccountably for
authors of a book-size footnote, there is an inconsistency that
seems unusual: in some instances identical sources following
consecutively are not abbreviated though the recitation of the
source takes a line and a half, while in other cases abbreviations
are used so it would seem not to be a matter of principle. The
sources are so numerous that consistent condensation would seem
to have been advantageous. Readers will be surprised at the
unique style of combining personal acknowledgments with the
footnotes. Innovations of this sort should be heartily condoned
if they add clarification or reader interest, but if that was the
intent here, it fell short of the mark.
This extended footnote on Sam Houston will doubtless be
worthwhile and much sought-after by those involved in future
research on his life during the years 1829-1833.
F R A N K L AUMER
Dade City, Florida

The Role of the State Legislatures in the Confederacy. By May
Spencer Ringold. (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1966.
viii, 141 pp. Bibliographical notes, index. $5.00.)
The programs of the secession conventions and legislatures of
the eleven seceded southern states meeting the constitutional,
statutory, military, and economic crises of 1861-1865 provide the
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subject for Professor Spencer’s book. The author disclaims direct
concern with questions of state rights or with evaluation of Confederate polity. Rather the focus of the work is on the “practical aspects of state rights in action” coping with the difficulties facing all the Confederate states and ultimately failing to meet
the needs of body and morale of the southern people.
The activities of secession conventions and legislatures in
revising constitutions, organizing or reorganizing governmental
institutions, and providing local defense mechanisms are presented in a tightly constructed account. State legislative cooperation
and lack of cooperation with the Confederate government in
mobilizing and equipping troops, in conscripting men, impressing
property and labor, and in financing the total war effort are
related state by state. The author presents the efforts of the
state legislatures to satisfy internal demands for necessary laws,
to expand banking operations, to counter the effects of the
blockade, to control speculation, and to correct the under-production of food. Trading and manufacturing enterprises and railroad building activities of the states are explored. Professor
Spencer concludes from this aspect of her study: “In grappling
with economic problems, state legislators and governors showed
courage and initiative. . . . Deterioration of morale among
civilians was as pronounced in those states with active economic
programs as in those whose legislators and governors hesitated
to undertake new or expanded economic activities.” The author
examines the trials of state lawmakers in endeavoring to undertake the burdens of control of Negro labor, the maintenance
of civil government in areas threatened by enemy invasion and
the provision of debtor relief. Measures to provide absentee voting privileges for soldiers, state hospitals for wounded and disabled servicemen, and support for indigent families of those
fighting are covered in the investigation.
Professor Spencer has performed an incredibly impressive
task of condensation and research. She writes with admirable
organization and brevity; her bibliographical notes will prove
invaluable to students of all facets of the Confederacy. In the
light of the careful and exhaustive perusal of source material
revealed by the bibliographical notes and by the book, one
almost wishes one were not a Floridian and therefore duty
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bound to note that Florida’s Governor Madison S. Perry is
consistently listed - even in the index - as Milton S. Perry.
D AISY P ARKER
Florida State University

The United States Army and Reconstruction, 1865-1877. By
James E. Sefton. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1967. xx, 284 pp. Preface, illustrations, appendixes,
bibliography index. $8.00.)
This book is a necessary addition to any library of Reconstruction studies. Because of Professor Sefton’s thorough research
and his continual questioning of evidence we have for the first
time a satisfactory study of the role of the U. S. Army as
an occupation force in the South. The situation was unique,
and Sefton describes clearly how well the army was able to
perform its difficult duty. He explains the functions and actions
of such military agencies as the provost court and the military
commission. He illuminates most clearly the peculiar position of
the army and the problems posed by northern policy disputes.
He clarifies the relationships between civil and military authorities
which the demands of necessity and the reactions of common
sense evolved.
It is fortunate that this book appears in the same year as
the periodic revival of the movie “Gone With the Wind.” There
is much corrective here for the views of military occupation which
Margaret Mitchell and others almost masochistically present. Only
rarely did the army oppress anyone in the South; most often
military commanders took a restrictive view of their duties and
tried to cooperate and support civil authorities. They carried out
their orders judiciously and discreetly whenever possible. Army
commanders were given considerable latitude in interpreting
orders from Washington. Usually when they asked for instructions, Washington replied, “Do what you think best.” What they
most often thought best was to keep the peace, and to do so it
was necessary to maintain harmony with local officials and the
local populace.
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While suggesting that the army usually showed restraint in
its southern dealings, Sefton still disagrees with John Hope
Franklin that the army was too small materially to affect
conditions. Size, Sefton points out, was not the measure of influence. Where the blue uniform appeared, order generally prevailed. The author also rejects positions taken by others of the
neo-radical school of historians. He is continually at odds with
authors Benjamin Thomas and Harold Hyman over their interpretations of civil-military relationships both in Washington and
in Dixie. Sefton is much more kind to Andrew Johnson than
they are. He is more willing to accept the views of Gideon
Welles than other historians have been recently, although Sefton
retains some suspicions.
The author’s obvious view is that the mildest form of
Reconstruction would have been the best. Such a conservative attitude leads him to reasonable judgments in many instances. He correctly points out that it was bad policy to use
Negro troops to occupy defeated Secessia. He suggests that
southern-based soldiers often felt conditions in the South to be
better than did Washington-based congressmen. Occasionally, however, Sefton’s conservative bias limits his understanding. A basic
premise of his book is that “many people in the North looked
upon the presence of troops in the South as the means whereby
that section would undergo tremendous political, social, and
psychological transformations.” (p. 253). The author maintains
that the army was too wise to accept this view. They were
wise enough to see that legislation and occupation would not
change the South. This opinion has a current echo: “You can’t
legislate morality.” Both opinions betray a misunderstanding of
reconstructions, past and present. This reviewer knows of no
person of influence in the North who seriously believed that
the transformation of southern hearts was possible or that a
psychological metamorphosis was likely. In proposing and supporting Reconstruction legislation they did not seek to change hearts.
They sought to protect freedmen from the well-understood,
and all too frequently demonstrated, fact that hearts had
not changed and could not be expected to change over night
or even over years.
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Sefton’s conservatism betrays him once again when he discusses the actions of General John Pope in Georgia. He accuses
the general of a “reprehensible arrangement of [electoral] district . . . inflicted upon Georgia.” Under this arrangemnet, Negroes, with 1,800 less registered voters than whites, gained control
of the state’s constitutional convention. They gained 104 out of
169 seats. What did Pope do to earn Sefton’s censure? He did
nothing. He arranged nothing. We left intact the electoral districts
established by white Southerners before Appomatox! According to
Sefton, Pope told his opponents, “You do it better if you can.”
Also according to Sefton, former Governor Brown exonerated
the general of charges that he had gerrymandered the state
to favor Negroes. Of course, it is possible to suspect Brown’s
approval, though Sefton is apparently not aware of the governor’s imaginative political wanderings. But, when Pope did offer
his adversaries a chance to do the job better and then actually
did nothing himself with existing southern-drawn lines, it is
difficult to see why Sefton continues to pillory Pope for a
“reprehensible arrangement.”
It is even more difficult to understand or to excuse the
author’s attitude toward those with whom he disagrees. On at
least two occasions he practically accuses Professors Thomas
and Hyman of willful deception. When Sefton cannot find
material cited by these authors the material becomes an “alleged
letter.” He archly mentions that the Library of Congress staff
could not find another letter cited in the Stanton volume. The
judgment of Thomas and Wyman that the army became a
legislative agency during Reconstruction Sefton does modify. But
he cannot restrain himself from saying that their judgment “has
no real meaning,” although his own evidence describes the shifting of control over the army from executive to legislative hands.
Sefton does indeed offer many useful correctives to the views
presented in Stanton. Unfortunately, he feels it necessary to
include as he does so not scholarly disagreement, but personal
innuendo.
This is still a useful book. It is marred occasionally by the
author’s bias, and it is occasionally weakened by personal attacks. However, the material Sefton presents can be had nowhere else, and for the most part the arguments he presents do
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stand up. He demonstrates clearly how successfully and moderately the army handled the problem described by President Grant
i n 1 8 7 5 , “The task assumed by the troops is not a pleasant
one to them . . . the army is not composed of lawyers capable
of judging at a moment’s notice just how far they can go in
the maintenance of law and order . . . it was impossible to give
specific instructions providing for all possible contingencies that
might arise.” Sailing in such uncharted waters the U.S. Army
steered a steady course. Given an unwelcome task the soldier
performed it remarkably well. Sefton’s book gives them a deserved memorial by explaining their role and the admirable way
in which they performed it.
P HILLIP S. P ALUDAN
University of Illinois

Ballots and Fence Rails: Reconstruction on the Lower Cape
Fear. By W. McKee Evans. (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1966. x, 314 pp. Preface, maps, bibliography, index, appendixes. $7.50.)
This book, which won a 1966 award from the Association
of State and Local History, is concerned with the eight lower
counties of North Carolina’s Cape Fear River. Chronologically,
the story begins with the closing year of the Civil War and
continues in some detail until about 1877, with some reference
to the events of the 1880s and 1890s. By early 1865 Wilmington had become the Confederacy’s most important port, and the
fact that during the period of this study it was North
Carolina’s only “city” (population was less than 20,000), made
it important in state affairs.
The history of the Lower Cape Fear region is unique. In
1860 it was the center of secession sentiment in North Carolina, but after the war it developed the most potent Republican
organization in the state, one that continued to win victories
in Pender and New Hanover counties until 1898. Unlike the
Klan-ridden Piedmont, the Cape Fear counties had effective and
stable government during the Reconstruction years, and the Klan
itself had little strength in this area. Ballots and Fence Rails
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is an analysis of this phenonemon. Biographical sketches of
George French, William P. Canady, Abraham Galoway, and
other Republican leaders are patricularly good. The price, economic and social, that they eventually paid for their political
activity was great. The final defeat of the Cape Fear Republicans came from outside forces, notably the capture of the
state legislature by the Democrats in 1870, and the betrayal
of Southern Republicans in the Compromise of 1877. Economically, the post-war years brought the demise of the rice and
naval stores industries, which had long been the mainstays of
the region. Stagnation followed for a time, but the development of new creosote lumber processes and the improvement
of railways and of Wilmington’s harbor facilities brought economic salvation.
The book is well written and is even humorous at times.
The author’s approach to Reconstruction is revisionist, although
he has written with restraint. Nevertheless, his sympathies are
with the plebian Republicans, and he enjoys exposing the foibles
and inconsistencies of the aristocratic Conservatives. The
Republicans, on the whole, are not subjected to his subtle ironies.
Altogether, this is a superior work, one that well merits its
award.
D ANIEL W. H OLLIS
University of South Carolina

And Promises to Keep: The Southern Conference for Human
Welfare, 1938-1948. By Thomas A. Krueger. (Nashville:
Vanderbilt University Press, 1967. xi, 218 pp. Preface,
bibliographic essay, index. $6.50.)
For those of us who have had experience with the calmly
persistent desegreation efforts of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, it is gratifying to read an account of the establishment of its parent organization, the Southern Conference
for Human Welfare. The terrific struggles to achieve Negro
rights and labor recognition in the fiercely segregationist
and anti-union Deep South were a considerable part of the
organization’s origins. Its formation in 1938 was finally made
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broad enough - at Eleanor Roosevelt’s suggestion - to include all
of the South's major social and political problems. Additionally,
such goals as the abolition of the poll tax would help to
liberalize the Democratic party in the South, which was giving
ever more disturbingly backward and balky signs after the Supreme Court fiasco of 1937.
Organized as the Southern Conference for Human Welfare - a good indication of its very general purposes - its roster
sounded like a Who’s Who in southern liberalism. It included
at one time or another such names as Claude Pepper and Mary
McLeod Bethune of Florida, and Ellis Arnall, Lillian Smith,
Lister Hill, and many others. Unfortunately for SCHW, the organization also had occasional aid and praise from Paul Robeson, Earl Browder, and several other Communists, and this lent
a facade of substance to the fallacious attempts to present the
Conference as a Communist front. But as Professor Krueger writes,
“No amount of Congressional pettifoggery can turn peaceful
propaganda in support of New Deal reform and Negro voter
registration into subversive activities.”
The internal history of any organization is seldom the better part of any narrative, and the labored evolution of SCHW
is no exception despite the author’s lively prose and helpful
analysis. More important, the author has set forth the relationship of the organization to the New Deal, the Wallace campaign
of 1948, and the witch-hunting tactics of the House Un-American Activities Committee. Efforts of the SCHW were not very
successful, Professor Krueger finds. Its attempt to help liberalize
the Democratic party by abolishing the poll tax was a failure;
its pro-labor work had no tangible results; and its cries for
reform were largely un-heeded by both state and national politicians. Its most enduring successes were in the field of desegregation. Here the organization’s interracial membership pioneered
in assaults on the Jim Crow system and Negro voter registration.
The Southern Conference scatter-gun approach to the many
regional problems of the South was one of the factors in its
demise. Its wide variety of participants, failing to find a common formula, drifted into other organizations to pursue their
various aims. Persistent attack as a “red” group, chronic financial ills, and the unseemly internal scramble for power also
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helped to bring the SCHW down by 1948. But any group
which labored at such a worthy goal long before the national
tide turned deserves to have its seminal origins explored, and
this is a capable effort to do so.
R ALPH F.

DE

B EDTS

Old Dominion College

Hurricanes: Weather at its Worst. By Thomas Helm. (New
York: Dodd, Mead & Company, 1967. xiv, 234 pp. Acknowledgements, preface, illustrations, appendix, glossary, index.
$6.00.)
As its title indicates, this is a book about hurricanes over
the years rather than (if you will forgive me) a blow-by-blow
account of any one particular storm. It deals principally with
North Atlantic hurricanes, and since these have had an unfortunate habit of concentrating on Florida, a good portion of this book
deals with Florida storms. Almost every important storm since
1921 is mentioned, the major ones in some detail.
This is a very handy book to have around on a September
evening when you are listening to weather reports and arguing
with your wife over whether it was 1958 or 1959 that Hurricane
Whatever-its-name-was came across the Florida Keys (or was
it Palm Beach?) and turned north, or maybe south. In most
cases you can check on it here. And although I found the
writing oddly uneven, some sections are not only informative
but intensely exciting.
Probably the best way to summarize the book is by a quick
look at the individual chapters. “Early Hurricanes” touches on the
storms that troubled Columbus and other early explorers, along
with a brief mention of some of the early scientific study of hurricanes. Unsurprisingly, Benjamin Franklin got in on this act.
(If some day I read where it was actually Franklin who invented
the A bomb and launched the first Sputnik, it won’t surprise
me.) “Anatomy of Hurricanes” contains a good explanation of
how and where hurricanes are formed, the power they generate,
rain totals, barometric readings, etc. In the chapter “Galveston,”
Mr. Helm gives his most detailed description of a single storm.
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And a very good, exciting, and fearful description it is. If everybody who lives along the Florida coasts read this chapter every
August, there would be few hurricane-spawned casualties. In
Galveston a lone weatherman raced his horse along the beach
warning vacationeers to seek high ground. Only a few heeded
him, and not even all of those who did, including the weatherman’s own wife, survived the storm.
“Hurricane Hunters” is the story of the first deliberate airplane flight into a hurricane, with a brief mention of today’s
navy and air force weather planes. “Since Galveston” is a rundown on practically all the important storms from 1921 through
1965. Major storms such as those of 1926 and 1928 that battered Miami and Lake Okeechobee, the 1935 storm that destroyed
much of Henry Flagler’s railroad through the Florida Keys, Hurricane Audrey of 1957, Donna of 1960, “the year of Betsy” in
1965, and some others are given in considerable detail. This
chapter makes up approximately one third of the book. “Protection and Survival” is a short, competent account of how to get
ready for a hurricane. The chapters on “Tornadoes” and “Typhoons” are excellent. In “Typhoons” Mr. Helm gives a really
superb account of the great storm that battered Admiral Halsey’s
Third Fleet in 1944. “Storms of 1966” is largely a personal
account of getting ready for Hurricane Alma. At the last moment
Alma swerved and bypassed Dunedin where Mr. Helm lives, but
it gave him ample opportunity to study the reactions of people
as they secured their homes and moved into crowded community
shelters, carrying weeping babies, barking dogs, and all. (If your
reviewer had had anything to do with it, the storm would have
gone on and hit Dunedin, giving Mr. Helm a still more exciting
chapter: when Alma changed course she hit Anna Maria and
blew the roof off my home.)
Since it is against the rules of the Critics Union not to find
some fault with a book, I will point out that Mr. Helm has an
odd habit of dropping in tidbits of unrelated and sometimes
uninteresting information. There is a good bit about how Columbus was blamed for a lack of gold in the New World, along with
paragraphs on other explorers who, apparently, never encountered
a hurricane. Mr. Helm informs us that Crystal Beach was settled
by people who motored down from Canada in Essexes, Hudsons,
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and Auburns; then, seemingly surprised at how this information
got in a book about hurricanes, he promptly drops the matter.
There is the rather surprising information that pre-Columbian
Indians fished for tarpon, though what tackle they used, or what
they did with the tarpon when caught, or what this has to do
with big storms, he does not say. I mention this chiefly to stay
within the rules of the union. Where Mr. Helm has kept to his
subject, as he has most of the time, he has written a very informative and interesting book.
W YATT B LASSINGAME
Anna Maria, Florida

Those Amazing Ringlings and Their Circus. By Gene Plowden.
(Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton Printers, 1967. xiv, 303 pp.
Introduction, illustrations, bibliography. $6.50.)
A most extraordinary amount of research went into this book,
which is a definitive history to end all definitive histories of the
fabulous Ringling brothers and their contribution to the American
circus. Mr. Plowden must have consulted every available route
book and piece of advertising paper, the authoritative and more
general source books, and innumerable newspaper files and
copies of White Tops (circus fans’ magazine). Of greater importance for the color he gives to his book is the fact that he has
known all sorts of circus performers and officials and many oldtime residents of Sarasota where the circus made its headquarters from 1927 to 1959. He acquired all sorts of information
from that longtime, ingenious Ringling press agent and delightful
raconteur, the late Roland Butler, who contributed an introduction to this book. In addition, Mr. Plowden knew and talked
often with John Ringling - last surviving and most magnificent
of the brothers. The author is thus able to dramatize incidents,
invent dialogue, throw light on obscure events, and add liveliness
to what otherwise might have been a too-dry recital of facts.
The Ringling Circus began in Baraboo, Wisconsin, in 1882,
when the brothers took out a little show they called the Classic
and Comic Concert Company. This book traces its growth, step
by step, to a size that required 100 cars, through changes in
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format, including the acquisition of other companies, and to the
merger with Barnum & Bailey in 1907. Those insatiable addicts,
the circus fans, will revel in the wealth of minutiae. There appear to be astonishingly few errors of fact in this book. The
most glaring one is the statement that the Asolo Theater was
part of the museum when it was built at the end of the 1920s.
The Asolo Theater did not come from Venice until 1951, and
became a part of the Sarasota museum in 1952. The volume’s
worst omission is an index - which is badly needed.
Much light is thrown on the personalities and careers of the
brothers, with special emphasis on Johns place in the hierarchy, his personal rise to great wealth, and his later financial
vicissitudes. After his death in 1936, we follow the taking over
by other members of the family, the ensuing feuds, the Hartford fire and its aftermath, the transformation of the entertainment into more and more of a “girlie show,” and the retirement of the big top in 1956. The book takes us up to 1966,
and it seems ironic and a little sad that the conclusion could
not have been written after the most drastic change of all, in
November 1967, when John North sold his uncles’ circus to
outsiders. Any skulduggery at any time is virtually ignored by
the author.
The person interested especially in John Ringling, “the
circus king,” will find here a rounded portrait of a complex personality - enterpreneur, businessman in many fields, friend, foe,
lover of art, builder of a museum and a palatial residence, “a
man of Herculean achievements and magnificent extravagances.”
Though Mr. Plowden obviously believes that John Ringling was
basically honest, be does not hesitate to tell of his inordinate
love of money, his fantastic egotism, his ingenious and sometimes ruthless opportunism. He was given to dark moods and
quick angers, “unpredictable, crafty and cunning. . .a conniver
and a charmer . . . resourceful promoter and one of Dame Fortune’s favorite sons . . . who knew all the curves and corners on
life’s twisting highway.”
To those who love Florida for its own sake, the Ringlings
- and especially John - emerge as men who were largely responsible for one aspect of its development. John’s name may be
spoken even in the same breath as that of Henry W. Flagler of
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Florida hotel and railroad fame. John Ringling gave to Florida
a uniquely beautiful museum, filled to overflowing with priceless
works of art (though of a value at the time of his death much
less than that attributed by appraisers). His Venetian-Gothic
mansion nearby became a museum in 1946. He made Florida’s
Gulf coast the circus center of the United States. As a result of
his enthusiasm, knowledge, and generosity, millions of visitors
have come to the state and keep on coming to see for themselves.
M ARIAN M URRAY
Sarasota, Florida

James Branch Cabell: The Dream and the Reality. By Desmond
Tarrant. (Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press,
1967. xii, 292 pp. Introduction, bibliography, index. $5.95.)
The three books by James Branch Cabell about Florida are
treated like stepchildren in this study of the novelist’s writings.
The St. Johns, A Parade of Diversities, though deemed a witty
“satirical pageant of human faults and foibles,” is downgraded
for its shallowness and especially for its ungenerous portrait of
John James Audubon. The novels, There Were Two Pirates
and The Devil’s Own Dear Son, are called clever and skilled in
structure but too contrived to merit analysis.
A similar disappointment in the methodology of this book
arises from its failure to come to grips with the ideas or the art
of Cabell. The opening suggests that Cabell’s myth-making
power, his creation of an imagined world in which the events
take on allegorical meaning related to the author’s own day, will
be the central substance. Instead of explications of Cabell’s major
concepts, the chapters are compilations of footnote-like statements that glitter with quotations from Cabell and many other
authors, with comments upon occasional fictional personages or
incidents, with comparisons with Shakespeare, and with oddments
of source assignment and criticism. Although Cabell’s art and
thought were less at variance with those of his generation than
is usually asserted, his mannered style, pseudo-historical substance, and literary allusiveness made his novels laborious reading
by comparison with Sinclair Lewis’s cartoon-like satiric thrusts
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at American posturing. If Cabell is to be understood adequately,
he needs to be put into better perspective than this book affords.
H ARRY R. W A R F E L
University of Florida

I Love A Roosevelt. By Patricia Peabody Roosevelt. (Garden
City: Doubleday & Company, 1967. x, 387 pp. Foreword,
epilogue, illustrations. $6.95.)
It is always interesting to know what motivations are at
work in the writing of a book. In the foreword the fifth wife of
Elliott Roosevelt tells why she wrote this one: “I had an insatiable urge to tell many people of my Roosevelt and our wondrous
love.” On the handsome red, white, and blue dust jacket
Drew Pearson places his stamp of approval, calling it “a beautiful love story.”
The love story begins in 1960 in Phoenix, Arizona, where
Elliott is ensconced with Minnewa, wife number four, and
Patricia Peabody Whitehead, divorcee and mother of four, is
exhibiting her remarkable adaptability in the role of aggressive
real estate woman. It carries the pair through hair-raising
business ventures in Denver, Sheldon, Iowa, and Minneapolis,
and ends in Florida with Elliott serving as mayor of Miami
bid for reelection. The book is, of course, a bit more than the love
story of two middle-aged people since it concerns members of an
illustrious American family. Not only are the five children of the
late President of the United States, Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
under discussion, but so is his esteemed wife, the late Eleanor
Roosevelt, as well.
While the book does serve as a gossipy look behind the scenes
at Roosevelt gatherings, one cannot agree with the publishers
who describe it as “the inside story of the Roosevelt children.”
Rather it is an outside-looking-in version by a viewer who
shows surprise at such normal family items as Eleanor Roosevelt’s china not matching or the fact that the Christmas wrapping
paper encircling the presents sent by her must have been used
over and over before as there were creases showing the size of

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol46/iss4/1

112

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 46, Issue 4
B OOK R EVIEWS

409

another package and another gift.” There are some telling pictures of Eleanor just the same: her well bred shock at learning
her son has legally adopted the four Whitehead children and
has changed their name to Roosevelt, the letter she wrote to
Elliott of first learning of his fifth marriage in which she suggests the only way she can help is by dying and leaving an
estate, the income tax refund check for $3,000 she sent her son
when he and Patty lost their premature baby, the serving of
dubonnet instead of hard liquor at family parties, and the “boys”
managing to have a bottle of whiskey tucked away in the bookcase or below stairs.
At the Hyde Park funeral of this great lady we find the author
“peeking out through my black veil” and “looking carefully
around at the mournful ritual.” History has already recorded this
somber occasion. Patty Roosevelt adds a footnote: Eleanor Roosevelt’s children kept no all night vigil by her remains and removed the rosary beads that Elliott had placed in the coffin. The
author brushed shoulders with the leaders of the world at her
mother-in-law’s funeral. (As a matter of fact, she records that
two Presidents, Kennedy and Truman, addressed her as “Sis” an
two separate occasions.)
Little of any historical consequence is revealed in this book
but a good deal about the author, and clearly there are other
themes at work here besides love. There is, one feels, an inevitability about its having been written. As a rebellious child
whose bid for attention was the ability to ride a horse, Patricia
Peabody kept a diary. Later, as the mother of four small children, she edited the social register. The Peabodys of Seattle, mind
you, are no johnny-come-latelys. We are told that “dating back
to pioneer days we were in the Blue Book every year.” Futhermore, it is pointed out, a cousin was a recent governor-Endicott Peabody of Massachusetts.
It should be noted that I Love A Roosevelt had the considerable assistance of Charles Whited (cq) of the Miami Herald
who was approached by the author for the task. His name does
not appear on the cover but is mentioned in the foreword as
“my writer, my teacher and my friend.”
This is an extraordinary book, both naive and vulgar-and
filled with contradictions. When last heard from, it had sold
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30,000 copies and had been newspaper serialized. And Patty
Roosevelt proved such a draw on television in Chicago, where
she went to help sell the book, that she was held over for two
weeks on the Jim Conway show.
H E L E N M UIR
Miami, Florida
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BOOK NOTES
Palm Beach by Hans W. Hannau is being distributed by
Doubleday and Company, Inc., in its continuing series of Panorama-Books. There is a brief historical narrative of Palm Beach,
but the real value of this little book are the thirty-two fullcolor photographs by Mr. Hannau which depict the architectural
and scenic beauty of the famous resort: Breakers Hotel, Via
Mizner, Mar-A-Lago, Everglades Club, Royal Poinciana Plaza,
St. Edward’s Catholic Church, Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Patio Margurery, Whitehall, and the Society of Four Arts Building. The
price for this book is $3.25. It is a companion volume to
an earlier one, Florida, by Mr. Hannau which was also distributed by Doubleday Company.
Steamboat Bill, Number 104 (Winter 1967), the journal
of the Steamship Society of America, contains a number of articles and pictures relating to Florida. Many of the illustrations
are from the collection of Edward A. Mueller, editor of Steamboat Bill, and author of several articles on Florida steamboating which have appeared in the Florida Historical Quarterly. Of
particuliar interest to Florida readers in this issue is the article
“Ocklawaha Steamboatin’.” Copies of Steamboat Bill ($2.00 each)
may be ordered from the Steamship Historical Society of America,
414 Pelton Avenue, Staten Island, New York 10310.
Two children’s books utilizing Florida as background have
recently appeared. The first is Irving and Me by Syd Hoff (New
York: Harper and Row, 1967. $3.95.) It is an account of
the adventures and mishaps of a thirteen-year-old boy who
moves with his family to a south Florida beach community. The
other is a Morrow Junior Book publication entitled Southern
Frontiersman: The Story of General Sam Dale. Its author, John
Foster, is a graduate of the University of Florida and a former
Lakeland, Florida, newspaperman. Dale was a nineteenth-century
frontiersman and a close friend of the Creek Indians. He was
also a confidante of Andrew Jackson and served with him in the
Battle of New Orleans. The book is published by William Morrow and Company, New York, and it sells for $3.75. A paperback edition of Bazzaris by Don Tracy has been published by
[ 411 ]
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Pocket Books, New York. It sells for $.75. The scene of this
novel is the Tarpon Springs and Gulf coast area of Florida.
The January 1968 number of Village Post, Vol. 14, No. 1,
contains an article by Walter R. Hellier, former member of the
board of directors of the Florida Historical Society. “The Golden
Doubloon” is a brief description of treasure ship diving operations off the Florida East Coast. There is an article in the
February number of Village Post by Professor F. Blair Reeves
of the University of Florida’s College of Architecture and Fine
Arts. He describes the Historic American Buildings Survey of
Key West, which was completed during the summer of 1967
under the auspices of H.A.B.S. and Old Island Restoration, Inc.
of Key West. The annual subscription for Village Post is $3.00;
single copies sell for $.25. Write 2980 McFarlane Road, Coconut Grove, Florida, 33133.
The University of Miami Press (Drawer 9088, Coral Gables,
Florida, 33124) has recently republished two important SpanishAmerican works that have been out of print for several years.
The first is the biography Bolivar by Salvador de Madariaga.
It sells in a cloth edition for $7.95. The other is Madariaga’s
biography of Hernan Cortes: Conqueror of Mexico which
sells for $6.95.
In the continuing outpouring of books and monographs about
the Civil War is a new volume published by the University of
Georgia Press, Athens, Georgia. Georgia Boys With “Stonewall”
Jackson by Aurelia Austin describes the experiences of four Georgia
soldiers who served in the Eleventh Regiment, Georgia Volunteers. Florida units were also involved in some of the engagements described in this monograph which sells for $3.00.
Historians concerned with early maps and mapping programs
in the South will be interested in Vol. VI of The Southeastern
Geographer, which is devoted to the theme of early mapping
in the Southeast. Contributors are William P. Cumming, “Mapping the Southeast: The First Two Centuries”; Louis DeVorsey,
Jr., “The Colonial Southeast on ‘An Accurate General Map’ ”;
Walter W. Ristow, “State Maps of the Southeast to 1833”; and
Herman R. Friis, “Highlights of the Geographical and Cartographical Activities of the Federal Government in the Southeastern
United States: 1776-1865.” Also included are twenty-five map
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plates (photo reproductions) and a foreword by Louis DeVorsey,
Jr. Copies sell for $2.00 and can be ordered from Richard E.
Lonsdale, Department of Geography, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N. C. 27514.
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HISTORICAL NEWS
The Annual Meeting
The Florida Historical Society will hold its annual meeting in
Daytona Beach, May 3-4, 1968. The site committee has selected
the Daytona Plaza, Daytona Beach, for the convention. Dr. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., U niversity of Florida, is program chairman.
The Friday morning session will consist of a three-man panel:
Dr. John K. Mahon, chairman of the University of Florida’s
Department of History, Paul Chalker, assistant editor of the
University of Florida Press, and Charles Haslam, St. Petersburg
book dealer. This session, to be chaired by Dr. Charlton W.
Tebeau of the University of Miami’s history department, will discuss the problems of researching, writing, editing, publishing,
and selling Florida history. Dr. Mahon’s recently published History of the Second Seminole War will be used as the case in
point. Baynard Kendrick will act as commentator for this session.
Reading papers Friday afternoon will be Father Michael V. Gannon of St. Augustine, Walter C. Hartridge of Savannah, and
Alice Strickland of Astor. Mrs. Carita Doggett Corse will be
chairman of this session, and comments will be made by Dr.
Durward Long of the University of Wisconsin. The board of
directors will hold its meeting on Friday evening at the Daytona
Plaza.
Special ceremonies will be held in New Smyrna on Saturday to
mark the two-hundredth anniversary of the founding of Dr. Andrew Turnbull’s settlement. The dedication speech for a historical
marker to Dr. Turnbull will be given by Kenneth Beeson of St.
Augustine. The Saturday luncheon will be held at the New
Smyrna Yacht Club, and William M. Goza, president will convene
the Society’s business session at that time. The speaker for the
Saturday evening banquet will be Dr. Robert H. Spiro, president
of Jacksonville University. The recipient of the Arthur W.
Thompson Memorial Prize in Florida History for 1968 will be
announced at the banquet by Dr. Samuel Proctor. Other awards
will be presented by Milton D. Jones of Clearwater and Dr. Merlin
Cox of the University of Florida.
[ 414 ]
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Manuscript Acquisitions
Robert L. Strozier Library, Florida State University
Mark F. Boyd Collection (1635-1843). Consists mainly of
photocopies of original manuscripts in Spanish from Archivo General de Indias, Seville, Spain (1645-1843). There are a few
translations in Spanish and English in holograph plus some holograph notes and typed pages of a manuscript by Dr. Boyd.
2,272 pieces.
George Rainsford Fairbanks Collection (1817-1942). These
papers consist of personal, business, and family correspondence,
business records, and items relating to the writing and other
activities of Fairbanks. The records include land grants, deeds,
account receipts, pamphlets, brochures, etc. 3,284 pieces.
William S. Rosasco Papers (Pensacola, 1916-1963). The
collection relates to the affairs of William A. Rasasco, Jr., and
his father, William Sebastian Rosasco, Sr., and their many
business enterprises in Northwest Flordia. They include business
and personal correspondence and tax statements of the various
companies owned by the Rosasco interests. These papers give
insight into the business and industrial history of the area from
World War I to the present.
Pine Hill Plantation Papers (Leon County, 1840-1895).
These manuscripts deal with the Eppes Bradford families and
include Civil War letters, family and plantation records, family
correspondence, genealogical data, land mortgages, business papers,
promissory notes, manuscripts of books by Susan Bradford Eppes,
fragments of original poems, etc. 1,721 pieces.
Fred C. Elliot Papers (Tallahassee, 1835-1962). This collection consists of business records, correspondence, pictures, a
scrap book, and other items of the late Fred C. Elliot, chief
engineer and secretary of the Internal Improvement Fund of
the State of Florida. Mr. Elliot’s public service career began in
1908 and continued until his retirement in November 1957.
He played a leading role in carrying out the Everglades drainage
project.
Jerry W. Carter Papers (Tallahassee, 1923-1966) Includes
official papers, political, business, and personal correspondence,
campaign material, job appointments, and correspondence relating
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to public utilities and transportation in Florida. Mr. Carter was
State Hotel Commissioner (1917-1929), and Florida Railroad
Commissioner since 1934. He has been very active in the Florida
and national Democratic Party. 40,968 pieces.

University of West Florida Library
Blount Family Papers (1726-1965). Correspondence, business
papers, maps, and other documents, primarily relating to W. A.
Blount and his son, F. M. Blount, of Pensacola. 6,780 (est.)
pieces.
Henry McLaughlin Papers (1868-1962). Mss. and bound
volumes relating to the McLaughlin family of Pensacola and their
interests in the railroad business in West Florida. 2,917 pieces.
Yonge Family Papers (1781-1934). Correspondence, legal papers, and business records of members of the Yonge family of
Pensacola. Includes records of the Pensacola Land Company
(established in 1835), the legal papers of C. C. Yonge, and general correspondence of his son, P. K. Yonge, prominent Pensacola lawyer, educater, and businessman. 5,821 pieces.
Innerariyt-Hulse Papers (1799-1915). Family correspondence
and business papers relating to John Innerarity of Pensacola,
attorney for the firm of Panton, Leslie, & Co. and Forbes and
Company; and Dr. Isaac Hulse, chief surgeon, West Indies Squadron, United States Navy. 763 pieces. (To be used with permission of the director of the library.)
Frank Rutherford Marston Papers (1918-1931). Correspondence, photographs, and miscellaneous papers relating to Lieutenant (later Captain) Marston, U.S.A.E.F., who was killed in
action, July 15, 1918.
Henry L. Wiley Collection. Manuscript arithmetic book
(1804); maps of the Pensacola region (1935-1948); and other
papers and photographs (ca. 1920-1950). 46 pieces.
Justin R. Weddell Papers (1900-1967). Pamphlets, advertising brochures, and other imprints designed or written by Mr. Weddell, prominent Pensacola artist and publicist. 304 pieces.
Thomas A. Johnson Papers (1900-1967). Letters, business papers, and official correspondence of Thomas A. Johnson, chair-
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man, Florida State Road Department (1941-1944). Included
are papers relating to commercial activities in Pensacola and
political affairs in Florida during the administrations of Governors Spessard L. Holland and Millard Caldwell. 1,686 (est.)
pieces.

University of South Florida Library
Congressman Sam Gibbsons Papers. Congressman Gibbons of
Tampa has designated the University of South Florida Library as
the repository for his papers. The first group is now being
catalogued. Mr. Gibbons was a member of the Florida legislature from 1952-1962, and was elected to congress in 1962. His
papers can be used only with his permission.

P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida
Park Trammell Papers (1903-1937). Includes personal and
business correspondence, documents, campaign material, printed
and manuscript copies of speeches, and pictures, covering Trammell’s career as a member of the Florida legislature, attorneygeneral, governor, and United States Senator. 2,500 pieces.
J. Broward Culpepper Papers (1947-1967). This collection
consists of the business and personal correspondence and papers
covering Dr. Culpepper’s career as educator and university
administrator, executive director of the Board of Control, and
chancellor of the university system. (38 manuscript boxes.)
John McKay Letters (1831-1837). Twenty-four letters written by an army officer stationed in Florida during the Second Seminole War to members of his family. They describe his army
service in Florida and his duty at posts in Georgia and elsewhere.
Miscellaneous items covering the period 1765-1812: Includes
an extract (from Lord Grenville’s Papers) of a letter of Chief
Justice William Clifford of West Florida (1765) about the destructiveness of Spanish trade in Florida; a letter (1766) to
William Bartram about agricultural experiments in East Florida;
letters relating to Florida matters from President James Monroe,
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General George Mathews (1812), Lachlan McIntosh, 1784);
and Florida documents signed by West Florida Governor Peter
Chester (1771-1776), Benjamin Guerard (1783), Sir Guy Carleton (1783), William A. Bowles, James Grant, Enrique
White (1798), and Arthur Gordon (1778).
Civil War letters and documents: Includes the letter-book of
the Confederate collector at St. Marks, and letters from Confederate Secretary of the Treasury C. G. Memminger, Admiral R. Semmes, Union General Lorenzo Thomas, U. S. Secretary of the
Treasury Howell Cobb, Confederate Congressman George T.
Ward, Edward Farrand, Confederate Secretary of the Treasury
G. A. Trenholm, several Union naval officers stationed in Florida,
and Confederate Comptroller Lewis Cruger. 54 pieces.
Miscellaneous letters to Governor David S. Walker (1866);
from Governor Walker to President Andrew Johnson (1867)
on condition of Federal courts in Florida; from Admiral C. D.
Sigsbee (1896); from Luther Burbank (1926) on agriculture in
Miami; from Rex Beach (1935); and from Governor Dan McCarty (1952).
The P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History has also added
two rare maps to its collection: Joannes van Keulen’s Van West
Indien Behelsende soo Deszelffs Vaste Kusten als d’Onder . . . de
Noord Oceaan door Vooght Geimetra (1685), and George Louis
Le Rouge’s La baye de Spiritu Santo Cote occidentale de la Florida
and S. Augustin (1778).

Activities and Events
Fort Pierce Museum: The St. Lucie County Historical Commission in cooperation with the St. Lucie Historical Society is operating a museum in the Arcade Building at U. S. 1 and Orange
Avenue. In addition to articles, artifacts, and records of the
St. Lucie County area, the museum has on display a large
collection of valuable artifacts and articles recovered from the
site of the original Fort Pierce. Admission to the museum is
free, and it is open Monday through Friday from 1 to 5 p.m.
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Augustus Poujoud House: The Independent Life and Accident Insurance Company of Jacksonville has purchased the Augustus
Poujoud House, 105 St. George Street, St. Augustine and is
planning to establish an insurance and finance museum there following restoration. The house dates from about 1820 and it
stands today relatively unaltered. The Historic American Buildings
Survey has recorded this building, and additional research into its
history is continuing.
Peace River Valley Historical Society Florida History Award:
Colonel Read B. Harding, USAF Retired, of Arcadia has received
the fourth annual Florida History Award given by the Peace
River Valley Historical Society. Colonel Harding, one of the
founders of the Peace River Valley Historical Society, was honored by the organization at its February meeting held in Tampa.
He received the unanimous vote of the nominating committee
which recognized his distinguished endeavors for Florida history.
Previous winners of the Florida History Award were the late
Father Jerome of St. Leo Abby, Albert DeVane of Lake Placid,
and Dr. Samuel Proctor, editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly.
Jacksonville-Duval County Historic Preservation Council: An historic preservation council has been organized to serve as an
advisory body to the Jacksonville-Duval Area Planning Board.
Its members include Harold R. Clark, chairman, Herschel E.
Shepard, Audrey Broward, Robert Broward, Joseph J. Dodge,
William M. Galphin, Mellen C. Greeley, Richard A. Martin,
Charles E. Pattillo, III, Russell P. Redman, Jr., P. D. Shoemaker,
George Simons, Jr., and Dena Snodgrass. Preservation of important historical buildings, sites, and landmarks of the greater
Jacksonville area is an important goal of the council.

Notices
Rice University is currently sponsoring an edition of the
public papers of William L. Clayton, developer of Anderson,
Clayton & Co., the world’s largest cotton marketing firm. Mr.
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Clayton also made an important impress on international econnomics and politics. His public career included service on the
War Industries Board during World War I and the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation, as assistant secretary of state, and as undersecretary of state for economic affairs. In this latter position he
is credited with the authorship, at least in part, of the Marshall
Plan. Because of his important roles in government and world
affairs, the publication of the Clayton Papers should be an important addition to the corpus of recent American history.
Anyone who knows of materials relating to Mr. Clayton is
asked to write to Fredrick J. Dobney, Department of History,
Rice University, Houston, Texas 77001.
The papers of John Marshall are also being collected for
publication. Approximately 2,000 items have been assembled, and
an effort is being made to find others which relate to Marshall’s
service as secretary of state and as chief justice of the United
States Supreme Court. Anyone having information on where John
Marshall material is located is asked to write to Herbert A.
Johnson, P. O. Box 220, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185.
The fifty-third annual meeting of the Association for the Study
of Negro Life and History will be held on October 3-6, 1968,
at the New York Hilton Hotel. Persons interested in proposing
sessions, papers, or other participation, should write the program chairman, Walter Fisher, Department of History, Morgan
State College, Baltimore, Maryland 21212.
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MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS MEETING
Florida Historical Society
December 2, 1967
The officers and directors of the Florida Historical Society
met in the Graduate Research Library, University of Florida, at
9:30 a.m., December 2, 1967. Prior to the meeting, coffee
was served in the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History. Mr.
William M. Goza presided, and members present at the meeting
were Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., James C. Craig, Pat Dodson,
Margaret L. Chapman, Samuel Proctor, Robert H. Akerman, Mrs.
T. O. Bruce, James D. Bruton, Jr., August Burghard, Milton D.
Jones, Frank J. Laumer, William Warren Rogers, and James A.
Servies.
Dean Robert Mautz, vice-president of academic affairs of the
University of Florida, welcomed the board members to the campus.
Reflecting briefly on man’s concern with his condition and the
university’s place in his dilemma, Dean Mautz commented, “You
can’t talk about man without examining his history. And in
this country, Florida has a large portion of this history. You render a service in bringing forth this part of man’s being.” Dr.
Margaret K. Goggin, acting director of the University of Florida
Libraries, also welcomed the group to the campus.
Dr. Doherty gave a brief resume of the life of the late Dr.
Rembert W. Patrick, pointing out his many notable contributions to the writing and interpretaion of the history of Florida,
the South, and the nation. Dr. Doherty noted Dr. Patrick’s
many services over the years to the Florida Historical Society and
the Florida Historical Quarterly. The members of the board observed a moment of silence in memory of Dr. Patrick. Dr. Proctor
announced that a memorial service for Dr. Patrick was scheduled for Sunday afternoon, December 5, 1967, in Gainesville.
The minutes of the annual meeting held in Key West on
May 5-6, 1967, were approved as written. Miss Margaret Chapman, executive secretary, gave a short financial report, and noted
the following current balance in the Society’s regular and special
accounts:
[ 421 ]
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Florida National Bank, Gainesville
$ 908.69
First Federal Savings and Loan,
Gainesville
7,942.79
First National Bank, Tampa
29.59
Julien C. Yonge Publication Fund
9,691.81
Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Fund 2,595.03

Miss Chapman reported that the Society has a current membership of 1,463 with 121 new members added since the last
meeting.
Dr. Proctor, editor of the Quarterly, reported that he has a
sizeable backlog of scholarly articles representing many important
areas of Florida history. Nevertheless, he encourages research,
particularly in the political, social, and intellectual aspects of
late nineteenth and twentith century Florida. He hopes that
graduate students working in Florida history will submit articles
for consideration to the Quarterly. He thanked his board of editors
for evaluating manuscripts, George Buker, the graduate assistant
working on the Quarterly, Miss Elizabeth Alexander, Mrs. Peggy
Jacobs, and the other members of the P. K. Yonge Library staff
for their help and cooperation. He pointed out the great value of
Mr. Craig’s press releases.
Mr. Goza reported that the 1968 annual convention would
meet at the Daytona Plaza Hotel, Daytona Beach, May 3-4,
1968. He appointed Dr. Doherty as program chairman, and Dr.
Charlton Tebeau of the University of Miami and Dr. Proctor as
members of the committee. The board voted a life membership
to Mrs. Arthur W. Thompson in appreciation of her endowment
of the Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Award in Florida History.
The award is given annually for the best article appearing in
the Quarterly. The recipient’s name is announced at the annual
banquet.
Mr. Goza reported that a Florida history-oriented tour of
Spain is scheduled for either July 12 or August 2, 1968. The
seventeen-day trip will depart from Miami, with a stopover in
San Juan, Puerto Rico. The complete package, including all
travel and hotel accomodations, will cost $723 per person. To
be eligible, persons must be members of the Florida Historical
Society for at least six months prior to the trip. Reservations can
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be made with Miss Chapman, University of South Florida Library,
University of South Florida, Tampa.
Dr. Doherty reported on the progress of the Society’s speakers
bureau. He has a file of more than twenty-five persons who
are qualified and willing to speak on various subjects relating to
Florida history. Arrangements for speakers can be made with Dr.
Doherty at his office, 352 Little Hall, University of Florida,
Gainesville.
Mr. Craig as membership chairman reported that he has a
goal of at least 1,600 members by the May 1968 annual convention and that he is optimistic about meeting this objective. He
pointed out that one of the best sources of new members is from
local and area historical societies, and he asked each member of
the board to be a member of his membership committee and to
distribute applications to prospects in Florida and outside the state.
Mr. Goza reported that Walter S. Hardin was still working on
selling the property owned by the Society in Volusia and St.
Johns counties but that he had not yet found a purchaser.
Mr. Dodson reported on the establishment by the 1968 Florida
legislature of the Pensacola Historical Restoration and Preservation
Commission, a statewide commission for the historical development
of Pensacola and Escambia County. Mr. Dodson also moved that
the Society present an annual award of excellence to a member
of the Florida news media for outstanding articles, features, or
programs relating to Florida history. Mr. Milton Jones seconded
the motion, which passed, and he volunteered to present the
plaques. Mr. Goza will appoint a committee to administer the
award, and he asked that nominations be secured from local and
area historical societies and commissions. The award will be
made at the annual meeting, beginning with the meeting in Daytona Beach in May.
Mr. James Servies, director of libraries at the University of
West Florida, reported on a joint project with the Mobile (Alabama) Public Library to microfilm the Forbes Papers. He also indicated the University of West Florida’s interest in indexing articles
in Florida historical journals. Dr. Proctor reported that the project to index the Florida Historical Quarterly, Vols. XXXVI-XLV,
has not begun since funds for a graduate student to begin work
under his direction are not yet available. A letter from the Col-
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lier County Historical Society was read. It detailed the need for
archaeological work on Marco Island before an announced real
estate development begins. A resolution to the Florida cabinet
requesting aid for the continuation of this important archaeological
work was passed unanimously.
Dr. Doherty, as first vice-president, was appointed chairman of
the committee to select a site for the 1969 convention. Several
Florida cities have already invited the Society to meet in their
communities next year. Dr. Proctor suggested that the possibility
of increasing membership dues be studied, and Mr. Goza said the
matter would be referred to the finance committee. The board
agreed that henceforth questions from non-members directed to
Miss Chapman or to Dr. Proctor that require a large amount of research time should not be answered; always an effort will be
made to answer routine historical inquiries which do not require
lengthy research.
Mr. Goza thanked the staffs of the P. K. Yonge Library of
Florida History and the University of Florida Library for arranging this meeting and the members of the board for attending the
meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted
Pat Dodson
Recording Secretary
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